
 

PARENTS • GRANDPARENTS • TEACHERS • STUDENTS • COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

We Need Your Help! Be a Voice for our Kids! 

The Problem 
School districts from rural, average and low-wealth communities receive a disproportionate 
share of state funding in comparison to high-wealth regions of New York.  

 State aid cuts have disproportionately hurt schools in low wealth rural school districts. 
For example, our school district lost $1,364 per pupil, while the students in a district in 
Westchester County lost just $369 per pupil. The students in wealthier school districts 
already enjoy an enormous educational advantage over our students due to the 
extensive programs they offer. One district in Westchester is eliminating its Equestrian 
Club, while we faced cuts to program and staff. 

 The process of and formula for distributing State education aid is inequitable; if 
wealthier districts can afford to provide an excellent education without it, then it should 
be distributed to lower wealth schools to level the playing field. 

 If reforms are not made, continued cuts will widen the gap between the rich and the 
poor in our state. The recognized achievement gaps between students in wealthy 
communities and students in lower wealth communities will be exacerbated. 

 
What you can do... 
Contact your legislators and share your concerns. Help them understand that: 

 those of us in rural, lower wealth regions expect that they will work to represent us and 
our children. 

 the New York State Constitution guarantees all children the right to a “sound, basic 
education” regardless of where a child lives and goes to school. 

 the process of distributing State aid MUST be reformed to ensure that ALL of New York’s 
children receive the same educational opportunities regardless of the wealth or location 
of their community. 

 our schools must be appropriately and equitably funded even when economic 
conditions are difficult. 

 
Not sure what to say? 
Sample text is provided.  Choose one paragraph from each section to form your letter.  Or, cut 
and paste paragraphs into an email to send to the appropriate elected officials.  Address, 
website and email links are provided. 
 

 

 



 

Sample text 
INSIDE ADDRESS AND OPENING PARAGRAPH 

 
Date 
 
Assemblyman/Senator ______ _ 
Legislative Office Building ___ _ 
Albany, NY 12248 
 
 
Dear Assemblyman/Senator ____ _ 

 
CHOOSE ONE 
1. As a (resident/ parent/ teacher/ student) of/ in the Avon Central School District, I write 

today to beg your support of our school district. While I realize the dire financial position of 
the state, cuts in State Aid over the past few years have drastically impacted my school 
district. 

2.  I am a (resident/parent/teacher/student) of/in the Avon Central School District and I write 
today to express my deep concern about what may happen to my school district. I know our 
state is facing enormous financial difficulties, but continued cuts to Education in the State 
budget will disproportionately hurt our school district more than others. This simply cannot 
be. 

3. Upstate rural school districts are under attack. Their very being is at risk. As a 
(resident/parent/teacher/student) of/in the Avon Central School District, I am asking for 
your help in protecting our school district. 

4. I am a (resident/parent/teacher/student) of/in the Avon Central School District, and I write 
today to ask for your help. Continued cuts in State Aid to Education will have a devastating 
impact on my district. Our students need your support as our representative in Albany. 

 

PARAGRAPH NUMBER 2--STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 
CHOOSE ONE 
1. Last year’s cuts resulted in our school district, which is highly dependent on state aid, losing 

$1,364 per pupil. Similarly sized schools in Westchester County lost only $369 per pupil. 
Those school districts have much more expansive programs than do we, and such minimal 
cuts to their school district had little impact upon their students. Conversely, our district 
faced cuts to extracurricular activities, a nurse, a teacher, library aides and support staff. 

2. The aid cuts have disproportionately hurt schools in poor rural school districts. For example, 
our school district lost $1,364 per pupil, while the students in a district in Westchester 
County lost just $369 per pupil. The students in wealthier school districts already enjoy an 
enormous educational advantage over our students due to the extensive programs they 
offer. This aid cuts resulted in cuts to staff and extracurricular activities in this year’s school 
budget. I assure you this is not the case in Westchester County. 



3. The cuts in state aid for my school district were more than seven times the cut proposed for 
a district in Westchester County. SEVEN TIMES. The cuts to that school district had little or 
no impact on their operations. Their students continue to enjoy a program that our 
students have never even dreamed of.  

4. If reforms are not made, continued cuts will widen the gap between the rich and the poor in 
our state. The recognized achievement gaps between students in wealthy communities and 
students in lower wealth communities will be exacerbated. As a result of last year’s cuts, my 
district lost $1,364 per pupil, while the students in wealthy districts, both upstate and 
downstate, lost less than half that amount per pupil. This is simply unacceptable. 

 

PARAGRAPH NUMBER 3-PROPOSED SOLUTION 
CHOOSE ONE 
1. There is a solution. Make the necessary changes in the funding formula through the 

Legislature so that Education Aid flows to the districts that need it and not to the wealthy 
districts that don’t. Geography within the State should have no bearing on the amount of 
aid received; the formula should be based on wealth and those that are wealthy should not 
be entitled to receive the aid.  And, if the changes aren’t made, vote no to the budget. 

2. Instead of cutting poorer school districts so drastically, why not share the burden more 
equally? Make the necessary changes in the funding formula through the Legislature so that 
Education Aid flows to the districts that need it and not to the wealthy districts that don’t. 
Geography within the State should have no bearing on the amount of aid received; the 
formula should be based on wealth and those that are wealthy should not be entitled to 
receive the aid. And, if the changes aren’t made, vote no to the budget. 

3. The school districts in your legislative district are being hurt more deeply than many others 
in the state. There is one easy way to lessen the impact on your districts. Make the 
necessary changes in the funding formula through the Legislature so that Education Aid 
flows to the districts that need it and not to the wealthy districts that don’t. Geography 
within the State should have no bearing on the amount of aid received; the formula should 
be based on wealth and those that are wealthy should not be entitled to receive the aid. 
And, if the changes aren’t made, vote no to the budget. 

 

PARAGRAPH NUMBER 4-CALL TO ACTION 
CHOOSE ONE 
1. As a parent/teacher/student/community member, I am scared. I am scared to think of what 

will become of the community in which live/work. And, I am scared to imagine the quality of 
the education children will receive if reforms are not enacted. Our children, and our upstate 
economy, need your support on this. 

2. As our representative in Albany, will you support what I propose? Our children need you.   
3. Now more than ever, those who elected you need your representation on what may be the 

most important issue you have ever faced. Will you propose legislation to support a more 
equitable distribution of State Aid? 

4. Our children need your support. Can we count on you to promise to not support any budget 
bill that will disproportionately hurt our children?  

 
 
 



 
 

PARAGRAPH NUMBER 5-CLOSING 
CHOOSE ONE 
1. I beg you to represent our children. Please work with your colleagues with low wealth 

districts, regardless of party affiliation, to ensure our low wealth schools are not devastated. 
2. The economy of upstate New York is fully dependent on strong, vibrant schools. Please do 

all that you can to support the school districts in your legislative district. Thank you for your 
consideration and service. 

3. I hope I can count on you to protect our schools and our students. Your service to our 
region is appreciated. 

4. Thank you for all you have done in the past for the residents of our district. Please stand 
with us on this important issue. 

5. I deeply appreciate your strong support of our schools in the past, and hope you will 
demonstrate the same now and in future. Our children need you. 

 
 
Sincerely,     Respectfully,     Yours truly,     With sincere appreciation, 
 
 
 
Name 
Address 
Phone Number 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ADDRESSES OF ELECTED OFFICIALS & LINKS  
 

Governor’s Office - http://www.governor.ny.gov/node  
Governor Andrew Cuomo 
Email the Governor 

http://www.governor.ny.gov/contact/GovernorContactForm.php  
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of New York State 
NYS State Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12224 
Phone: (518) 474-8390 
Fax: (518) 474-1513 

 

NYS Senate - http://www.nysenate.gov  
Senator Patrick Gallivan  
Send the Senator an Email 
http://www.nysenate.gov/senator/pat-gallivan/contact  
 
Albany Office 
The Honorable Patrick Gallivan 
947 LOB 
Albany, NY12247 
United States 
Phone: 518-455-3471 
Fax: 518-426-6949 
 

District Office 
The Honorable Patrick Gallivan 
4729 Transit Road Suite 7 
Depew, NY14043 
United States 
Phone: 716-656-8544 
Fax: 716-656-8961 

 

 
NYS Assembly - http://assembly.state.ny.us  
Assemblyman Dan Burling 
 
Send the Assemblyman an email directly: burlind@assembly.state.ny.us 
Send the Assemblyman an email through the Assembly website 
 
Albany Office 
LOB 635 
Albany, NY 12248 
518-455-5314 

 

District Office 
2371 North Main Street 
Warsaw, NY 14569 
585-786-0180 
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