
From Loren: 

 

 

Thanks to everyone for your patience and good nature as we completed our “payroll 

verification test” yesterday that is required twice a year as a part of the auditing process.  

I especially appreciate the cheerfulness with which our Elementary School staff made the 

trek across campus on a cold and windy day to comply with this regulation that 

CLEARLY was designed for larger school districts!  A special thanks to Gayla Starowitz 

who bore the brunt of disruption to her daily schedule. 

 

Monday (December 12
th

) is the last day to donate money, toys and food for this year’s 

Community Holiday Project.  We all get a ton of requests for aid this time of year, but the 

best part of THIS effort is the assurance of where your contribution will go – to children 

and adults right here in the Byron-Bergen Central School District.  We hope to support 

about 30 local families this month, and – personally – I feel lucky to be able to give back. 

 

Ayn Gardner, Rick Merritt and Lori Simmons were in the District Office twice this week.  

Monday they were here to meet with Bill Snyder to learn how they can mobilize their 

colleagues and parents at the Elementary School.  On Tuesday, Jane Duval emailed 

faculty Districtwide and urged all of us to call our elected representatives in Albany, 

asking them to support progressive income tax reform.  Jeff Lathan and I will be 

advertising “Operation Happy Holidays” at tonight’s Cookies & Milk with Santa event at 

the Elementary School.  Elaine Bezon and Keith Wing will staff an informational table at 

next week-end’s performance of the Gillam Grant Drama Club in our High School 

Auditorium.  In every employee’s mailbox today you will find a holiday greeting card, 

complete with a mailing label to the Governor.  PLEASE TAKE A MINUTE TO 

WRITE A MESSAGE, SIGN YOUR NAME AND MAIL THE CARD!  And – no 

matter where you actually reside – please consider sending similar cards to Assemblyman 

Hawley and Senator Ranzenhofer who represent the Byron-Bergen District in the New 

York State Legislature.  This effort is the best holiday gift you can give our students! 

 

Remember, have a good day!   

     

 

 

Sample messages to send in a holiday card to Governor 
Cuomo, Senator Ranzehofer and Assemblyman Hawley: 
 

 Please vote for a budget that distributes school aid to 
all districts in a fair and equitable way. 

 
 Our students need your support in Albany!  Please be 

sure school aid is distributed equitably. 
 

 


