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SHAPING NYSSBA’S AGENDA SPECIAL GROUP MEETINGS

 EDUCATIONAL TRADE SHOW	
Friday, October 16, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday, October 17, 8:00 a.m. – Noon

Find 160 commercial exhibits, all designed to 
help save your district money, improve its  
facilities and enhance the effectiveness of its 
programs. Nowhere else in New York State can 
you and your district staff find such a wide array 
of commercial vendors in one place. Take home 
a wealth of ideas and product information. Fuel 
up and meet with exhibitors at our special Greet 
& Eat events. Check your convention program 
on site for times and dates. 

 NYSSBA BOOKSTORE	
Visit the NYSSBA Bookstore for the 32nd edition 
of School Law, plus other relevant books and 
souvenirs – it’s your one-stop shopping!

 CYBER CAFÉ 	
Check in at NYSSBA’s popular Cyber cafe to 
catch up on your e-mail and the latest e-Clips!

 SCHOOL PR SHOWCASE	
Visit the New York School Public Relations  
Association display for samples of award- 
winning newsletters, brochures, calendars and 
other print pieces created by school districts.

 STUDENT ART SHOW	
View outstanding works of art at the 19th Annual 
Student Art Show, sponsored by NYSSBA and 
the New York State Art Teachers Association. 

 New York City Tours	
See New York from the top with CitySights NY 
double-decker buses and tour guides. For more 
information, call CitySights NY at 212-812-2700 
or go to www.citysightsny.com.

Make the most of your convention with 
these Leadership Opportunities!

CONVENTION PLANNER
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL Begin your convention with this special media seminar!
Dealing with Investigative Reporters and “Gotcha” Journalism
Thursday, October 15, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Has your district ever been swept up in a firestorm of bad publicity that seems to rage out of 
control no matter how hard you try to put out the fire? Has negative news hindered your 
ability to present the positive in your district? Have you been unable to communicate your 
district’s successes to the community?

As board members and administrators, you govern a multimillion-dollar organization. Your  
actions affect local residents – students, parents, taxpayers and residents – alike. Anything 
that happens at in your district and at your board meetings can generate news, 
especially in today’s 24-hour news cycle and with the advent of blogs, YouTube and other 
social media. When controversy erupts, getting your side of the story out is even more  
challenging than ever. 

Plan to attend this special early bird seminar. You’ll gain insight from in-depth case studies 
used to illustrate what goes on behind the headlines and exposes. You’ll take an up-close, 
inside look at the methods the media uses to generate stories – how they obtain sources and 
gather news, and how these stories can spread like wildfire. Most importantly, you’ll learn  
how to dampen the blaze, prevent further fires from igniting, and present your district in 
a positive light to your community. 
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 �Town Hall Meeting with the Education 
Commissioner

Friday, October 16, 9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

Get the latest on the changes at the State 
Education Department and learn their impact on 
your school district.

 Critical Issues Meeting
Friday, October 16, 2:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Join NYSSBA staff and experts for a lively  
discussion of the fiscal and legislative chal-
lenges facing school districts. How will federal 
and state funding change our priorities? How 
can our schools become more effective while 
also becoming more efficient with dwindling 
resources?

 Delegate Orientation
Saturday, October 17, 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Before you attend the Annual Business Meeting, 
review the rules and procedures, such as how to 
be recognized from the floor and how to vote on 

NYSSBA resolutions.

 �Annual Business Meeting
Saturday, October 17, beginning at 1 p.m.

Help shape NYSSBA’s legislative agenda for  
the upcoming year. Delegates from member 
school districts will debate and adopt bylaw 

amendments that affect  
NYSSBA’s internal  

operation and  
resolutions that  
establish our legisla-
tive agenda for  
2010. If you’re not  
participating, you can 
follow the action from 
a special viewers’ 
gallery. 

 �Caucus of Black School Board 
Members

Friday, October 16, 3:30 – 5:00 p.m., and  
Saturday, October 17, 8:00 – 9:15 a.m.

 �COLSBA	
Friday, October 16, 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

 NYSAWA Board Meeting
Thursday, October 15, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

 NYSAWA Administrative Meeting
Thursday, October 15, 3:00 – 7:00 p.m.

 �R.E.F.I.T. Breakfast and Meeting
Saturday, October 17, 7:30 – 8:45 a.m.

 �Rural Schools
Friday, October 16, 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 

 �Small Cities
Friday, October 16, 8:00 – 11:00 a.m.

 �Upstate/Downstate Resolutions 
Meeting

Friday, October 16, 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

 NYSSBA AT YOUR SERVICE	  

We’re here for you with an array of programs 
and services designed for you and your school 
board. Check your Convention program for times 
and locations to speak with NYSSBA staff about 
these services.

• �AdvisorySolutions – consultant services to 
position your district for the future.

• �Leadership Development – offering learning 
opportunities, to meet your governance team’s 
developmental needs.

• �PaySchools – accepting secure online 
payments for student purchases and fees.

• �Policy Services – helping your school board 
craft the policies you need to lead your school 
district.
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12:30 – 2:00 p.m. 	 NYSPRA Lunch

1:45 – 3:15 p.m. 	 Featured Speaker Zeke Vanderhoek 

2:30 – 4:30 p.m. 	 NYSPRA Meeting

2:00 – 3:15 p.m. 	 Educational Seminars

2:30 – 4:30 p.m. 	 Critical Issues Meeting

3:15 – 3:45 p.m. 	 Afternoon Break, Trade Show Floor

3:30 – 5:00 p.m. 	 Featured Speaker Zeke Vanderhoek

3:30 – 5:00 p.m. 	 Caucus of Black School Board Meeting

3:45 – 5:00 p.m. 	 Educational Seminars	

5:00 – 6:00 p.m. 	 Upstate/Downstate Meeting

7:30 – 8:45 a.m. 	 R.E.F.I.T. Breakfast and Meeting
8:00 a.m. – Noon 	 Trade Show Open

8:00 – 9:00 a.m. 	 Light Breakfast, Trade Show Floor 

8:00 – 9:15 a.m. 	 Caucus of Black School Board Members Meeting

9:00 – 10:15 a.m. 	 Educational Seminars

9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 	 Featured Speaker Dr. Steve Edwards

10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 	 Featured Speaker Dr. Steve Edwards

11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 	 Educational Seminars

11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 	 Delegate Orientation/Ask the Parliamentarian

1:00 p.m. – end 	 Annual Business Meeting

1:45 – 3:15 p.m. 	 Featured Speaker James Copple

2:00 – 3:15 p.m. 	 Educational Seminars

3:30 – 4:45 p.m. 	 Educational Seminars

3:30 – 5:00 p.m. 	 Featured Speaker James Copple

9:15 – 10:15 a.m. 	 Sunday Celebration with Sheila Evans-Tranumn

(Convention schedule is subject to change.)

sunday	 October 18

2009 Convention Schedule

7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.	 Registration

9:45 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 	 Fiscal Oversight Modules
	 • 9:45 – 10:45 a.m. – Revenue Sources and the Budget Process
	 • 10:45 a.m. – Noon – Building School District Fiscal Fitness
	 • 12:45 – 2:00 p.m. – Monitoring School District Fiscal Fitness

9:45 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 	 Pre-Convention School Law Seminar 

10:00 a.m. – Noon 	 School Board Institute Courses 1, 4 and 7

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.	 NYSAWA Board Meeting

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 	 Big 5 School Districts

12:45 – 2:45 p.m. 	 School Board Institute Courses 2, 5 and 8

1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 	� Early Bird Seminar – Dealing with Investigative Reporters and 
“Gotcha” Journalism

2:45 – 4:45 p.m. 	 School Board Institute Courses 1, 3 and 6

3:00 – 7:00 p.m.	 NYSAWA Administrative Meeting

5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 	 Keynote Kickoff with Josh Sundquist

8:00 – 11:00 a.m. 	 Small Cities Meeting

9:00 - 10:30 a.m. 	 Rural Schools Meeting

8:45 – 10:00 a.m. 	 Educational Seminars

8:45 – 10:15 a.m.	 Featured Speaker Rochelle Rice

9:00 – 10:30 a.m.	 Town Hall Meeting with the Commissioner

9:15 a.m. – Noon 	 Fiscal Oversight Modules
	 • 9:15 – 10:30 a.m. School District Finances: Roles and 
	  Responsibilities
	 • 10:45 a.m. – Noon Preventing Fraud, Waste, and Abuse of 
	  District Resources

10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 	 Trade Show Open

10:30 a.m. – Noon 	 Featured Speaker Rochelle Rice

11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 	 COLSBA Meeting

11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 	 Educational Seminars

12:15 – 1:15 p.m. 	 Light Lunch, Trade Show Floor

Thursday	 October 15

friday	 October 16

friday	 October 16

saturday	 October 17
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REGISTER NOW!

Thursday | October 15, 9:45 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Co-sponsored by the New York State School Boards Association and the New York State  
Association of School Attorneys, Inc.

 Columbine – The Next Chapter�
It’s been 10 years since the tragedy at Columbine. Hear from Columbine officials about 
board initiatives, community efforts, support systems and safety measures that are  
helping the school community heal and move forward. Learn lessons that will resonate 
for all school districts.

 Looking Back
Find out how this past year’s new laws, regulations, court decisions and other rulings 
have altered school district responsibilities. Examine the next round of legal obligations 
affecting school districts.

 Student Suicides 
Suicide is the third leading cause of death for youth between ages 10 and 24. Who is at 
risk? What are the warning signs? Learn how districts can help protect students while 
avoiding the potential for district liability in this most sensitive area.

 Current Issues in Employment Discrimination
Exposure to liability for employment discrimination is on the rise. Hear, for example, 
about new responsibilities to accommodate disabled staff members and new rules af-
fecting internal investigations into allegations of employment discrimination. Learn what 
districts can do to avoid liability.

 “Sexting” – Code of Conduct Violation or More?
Increasingly, students are “sexting” – exchanging nude and other sexual images of 
themselves via cell phones. Does this practice constitute reportable child abuse and/or 
child pornography? Can school officials investigating this practice face criminal charges 
for possession of such images obtained during the investigation? Join a discussion of 
the legal issues involved, and what districts and their staff can do to avoid liability while 
protecting the safety of their students.

Check the appropriate space on your registration form or register online at  
www.nyssba.org. This event requires a separate registration fee of $250. 

Register online for both the convention and your 
hotel room. No more need to fax or mail your regis-
tration forms.

• �Go to www.nyssba.org and click on the Annual 
Convention button at the top of your screen.

• �Follow the instructions to register for the conven-
tion and make your payment.

• �Once that’s completed, you’ll be provided with a 
link to make your hotel reservation online (see 
also page 10). You’ll receive an instant confirma-
tion. Remember – all hotel reservations require a 
credit card guarantee. Be sure to make copies of 
your forms for your records.

• �If you need to mail or fax paper forms, please fol-
low the instructions on the forms provided in the 
center of this brochure. Please note – there will be 
a delay in receipt of your convention confirmation 
and your hotel reservation confirmation due to pro-
cessing time.

Please note: Registration will not be processed without 
payment.

Early Bird Registration (postmarked by August 1)
> Member district, per person $380

> Nonmember districts, per person $760

Registration (postmarked after August 1)
> Member district, per person $425

> Nonmember districts, per person $850

NEW THIS YEAR! Special District Team Discount
Bring 6 or more people from your district and  
receive 1 free additional registration

Separate Registration Fees
> Pre-Convention School Law Seminar $250

> �School Board Institute Courses 1 – 8 
(see page 20 for schedule) 
	 • Members $85 per course
	 • Nonmember $170 per course

> �Fiscal Oversight Modules 
(see page 20 for schedule)	

	 • Members $50 per module

	 $175 for all 5 modules 

	 • Nonmembers $100 per module

	 $350 for all 5 module

> NYSPRA Awards Luncheon $80

> �R.E.F.I.T. Breakfast $35
(Breakfast underwritten by R.E.F.I.T.)

 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS	
ONE-DAY COMPLIMENTARY REGISTRATION FOR 
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING ATTENDEES ONLY
• �The registration fee is waived for voting delegates 

who are not participating in any other part of the 
Convention but will only be attending the Saturday 
afternoon Annual Business Meeting. This compli-
mentary registration does not include attendance 
or participation in any other portion of the Conven-
tion: i.e., Keynote Kickoff, workshops, educational 
seminars, meals, or exhibits. Delegates wishing 
to attend any other Convention segment must pay 
the designated registration fee.

• ��Business Meeting one-day only complimentary 
registrations should be registered with that desig-
nation.

• ��There are no Leadership Development Recogni-
tion points credited for one-day only Business 
Meeting registrants.

 CANCELLATION POLICY	
All cancellation/change notices, regardless of when 
given, must be made in writing. Phoned in notifica-
tions will not be accepted. Cancellation deadline 
is September 14. Nonrefundable administrative 
fees are as follows:

• �Convention registration cancellations made by 
September 14 will be subject to a $135 administra-
tive fee. No portion of the special district discount 
fee is refundable for cancellations received at any 
time. For cancellations made September 15 or 
after, no refunds will be made. Substitutions may 
be made.

• �Pre-Convention School Law Seminar: $80 
administrative fee

• �School Board Institute: $30 administrative fee 
per course 

• �Fiscal Oversight Module: $15 administrative fee 
per module 

Cancellations for any registered event (including 
meals) made after September 14 will result in the 
district being charged the full fee listed. Substitu-
tions may be made after September 14. No refunds 
will be given for no-shows.

Refunds will be granted after September 14 only 
when emergency circumstances arise. In that event, 
any request for refund must be made in writing 
by November 2; all refund requests are subject to 
NYSSBA approval and may be subject to the non-
refundable administrative fee. Requests for refunds 
made after November 2 will not be accepted.

Help your students by attending NYSSBA’s premier  
training event. It’s your convention, their future!

This always-popular event sells out quickly – reserve your seat now!

13TH ANNUAL PRE-CONVENTION 
					     SCHOOL LAW SEMINAR


