
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
 
1 New York State has nearly 1.5 million children (newborn to 6 years of age).  Fifty percent 
of these infants have their mothers back in the workforce by 6 months of age.  Therefore, 
more children than ever are in child care programs at a very early age.  The early childhood 
years are critical to future success in school and life, and quality child care and education can 
make a significant difference in a child’s ability to succeed. 
 
Research proves that quality early childhood education programs help improve children’s 
school readiness and can help close achievement gaps that exist among children even before 
the enter schools.  For every dollar invested in pre-Kindergarten programs, the return can be 
measured to provide smart education and economic policy. 
 
Congress needs to support the school districts role in early learning, provided it is voluntary 
and separately funded.  Separate funding is needed in order to not reduce services to 
children receiving federally funded assistance like Title I.  Congress should re-affirm that 
federal funds should not be earmarked, carved out or otherwise set-aside for pre- 
Kindergarten or other purposes.  Furthermore, local school districts should have the 
authority to direct funds where they are most needed. 
 
Since the White House announced the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant 
program 35 states have applied, including New York State.  Eight states have received 
awards; however, New York’s application failed to receive an award.  New York will be 
eligible to submit again in a second round of submissions. 
 
 
Congress should recognize the positive advantages associated with early childhood 
learning as well as the financial benefits that can be achieved over time and continue 
to take action to provide funding for such voluntary programs nationwide. 
 
 
NYSSBA will continue to advocate for the separate funding of such voluntary programs. 
 
 
 
 
1 From the Early Care & Learning Council, www.earlycareandlearning.org.  


