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 Reauthorization of Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) 

o Congress should support the reauthorization of ESEA in a thoughtful manner 

incorporating the recommendations offered by local school board members.  These 

recommendations would improve the quality and delivery of educational services 

while maintaining maximum flexibility to schools and school districts in addressing 

their unique circumstances.  CONGRESS SHOULD OPPOSE: (1) substituting 

competitive grants for formula-based federal funding; (2) conditioning federal funding 

on the adoption of state-led common core standards; (3) mandating expansion of 

charter schools; and (4) mandating the expanded use of standardized tests as the 

measure of accountability. 

 

 Federal Funding 

o Congress should support increased and sustainable funding for federal programs in 

order to ensure reliable funding for school districts as they plan local budgets 

annually.  Continue to support legislation which provides funding for Title I and 

IDEA.  Title I funding needs to be increased and should not revert back to pre-

ARRA levels.  The federal share of costs for special education should be fully funded. 
 

 Early Childhood Education 

o Congress should recognize the positive advantages associated with early childhood 

learning as well as the financial benefits that can be achieved over time and continue 

to take action to provide funding for such voluntary programs nationwide.  Congress 

should support funding early childhood education while allowing local school districts 

the authority to address local community circumstances.  

 

 



 
 

 

 F-1 Visa 

o Congress should support U.S. Senator Charles Schumer’s Strengthening America’s Public 

Schools through Promoting Foreign Investment Act (S.823) and any other legislation which 

supports granting international students the ability to study in the United States under 

an F-1 Visa for the entirety of their high school education. 

 

 Child Nutrition 

o Congress should urge the Department of Agriculture to involve school boards and 

school governance representatives in the design and policy for implementation of the 

Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act.  Without adequate funding, schools will find it 

difficult to comply with the new standards, reporting, training, administration, and 

other mandates.  Congress should urge the Administration to administer the new law 

in a way that is revenue-neutral to school districts, or consider revisiting the law to 

remove any unfunded or underfunded mandates. 

 


