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Celebrating 39 years of uniting school board members  
from across the nation in Washington, D.C. to advocate 
on behalf of America’s schoolchildren.

Impact the  
2012 Federal  
Legislative Agenda  

Make an impact on Capitol Hill
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The Federal Relations Network (FRN) Conference is the only national 

legislative conference for school board members. Join school board 

members from across the country in Washington, D.C. and speak 

together—as one collective voice. Nothing is more powerful than 

witnessing 900 school board members advocating on behalf of their 

students to members of Congress and their key staff on Capitol Hill during 

NSBA’s Day on Capitol Hill.  

The opportunity to attend the FRN conference is a coveted benefit 

of the FRN program. School boards must have a strong FRN 

presence on Capitol Hill this year. FRN members will need to 

continue to strengthen federal support for sustained investments 

in Title I and IDEA, impact the reauthorization of the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act, stress the importance of local 

school board governance, and discuss the new national standards 

for school meals and other provisions of the child nutrition 

reauthorization, in addition to other pressing legislative issues. 

The new national education issue sessions were introduced last 

year, and they will be expanded for the 2012 FRN Conference, 

rounding out your knowledge as a federal liaison to your members 

of Congress.

As an FRN member, you may orchestrate meetings with your 

members of Congress locally. Coordinating a solid state presence of school board members 

at the FRN conference enhances such efforts and further demonstrates your dedication 

and commitment to influencing federal legislation. In addition, by participating in the FRN 

conference, federal legislators, their staff and the Administration witness firsthand that local 

school boards are relevant and their local knowledge is critical to setting the education 

legislative agenda for the year.

The FRN offers the opportunity to 

receive in-depth knowledge about federal 

legislation and policies that impact your 

school district. Then, you incorporate your 

local anecdotes and examples when you 

lobby your members of Congress on the 

third and final day of the conference during 

NSBA’s Day on Capitol Hill.  This enables 

you to connect with members of Congress 

and their staff immediately – making this 

a working conference that produces real 

results.

Attend the only 

national meeting 

that offers school board 

members the inside track 

on public education 

advocacy.

Make an impact 
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2012 FRN Conference,

including conference

highlights and

frequently asked

questions, please visit 

our FRN website at:

www.nsba.org/FRN2012.

on Capitol  Hi l l !

What are some of the major legislative issues
that will be addressed at the Federal Relations 
Network Conference February 5–7, 2012 
in Washington, D.C.?

ESEA/NCLB reauthorization: With the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 

(ESEA) well underway in Congress, FRN members will be in Washington, D.C. at a 

pivotal time to help shape the legislation that will signifi cantly impact student learning, 

school district operations and school board policies for years to come. 

Federal funding: The Budget Control Act, the proposed American Jobs Act, and 

funding for Fiscal Year 2013 all impact school districts’ capacity to advance student 

achievement, fulfi ll federal mandates, and retain effective teachers and staff to ensure 

successful education programs. The FRN Conference will address these and other 

priority issues that affect resources for our students and school district governance.

School board governance: The U.S. Department of Education and some members 

of Congress are actively seeking alternatives to local school board governance, as 

they voice support for expanding charters, mayoral takeovers, and nationwide 

policies in such areas as testing and teacher evaluation. We need to vigorously 

address these issues and demonstrate the vital role of local school boards to foster 

student achievement.

Create a positive future vision for public education to ensure that Congress supports 

initiatives for 21st Century learning in K-12, pre-K, teacher effectiveness, bullying, and 

child nutrition.

Who is eligible to attend the FRN Conference?

FRN members are appointed by their state school boards association to attend the

FRN Conference.  School districts that are part of the Council of Urban Boards of

Education (CUBE) are also eligible to attend the FRN Conference.  In order to

participate as a CUBE district, the district must be a member of their state association.

FRN and CUBE members represent NSBA’s legislative agenda and should coordinate

with their state associations when they lobby their members of Congress at the FRN 

Conference.  Please contact your state associations regarding Capitol Hill appointments 

with members of Congress.



Sunday, February 5, 2012  
1:00 – 2:00 P.M. OPENING GENERAL SESSION

Speakers:  Mary Broderick, NSBA President; Anne L. Bryant, NSBA    
Executive Director; Michael A. Resnick, NSBA Associate Executive Director
Presider:  Mary Broderick, NSBA President

2:00 – 3:00 P.M. POLITICAL INSIGHTS AND COMMENTARY    
Speaker:  Norman J. Ornstein, Political Analyst
Presider:  C. Ed Massey, NSBA President-elect 
 
3:15 – 4:30 P.M. GENERAL SESSION

Presider:  David A. Pickler, NSBA Secretary-Treasurer 
 
4:45 – 5:30 P.M.  CAPITOL STEPS 
Washington’s longest running musical political satire presents an ever-changing 
perspective on national politics.
Presider:  Earl C. Rickman III, NSBA Immediate Past President
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The FRN Conference gives

you the knowledge and 

the skills to be a leader 

on federal legislation 

throughout the year.

Get the ins ide track o
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Monday, February 6, 2012  
8:15 – 8:45 A.M.   OPENING REMARKS

Speaker:  Mary Broderick, NSBA President

9:00 – 11:15 A.M.   LEGISLATIVE SEMINARS 
NSBA advocacy staff members will cover the most critical legislative issues for 
public education.  

11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.   NATIONAL EDUCATION ISSUE SESSIONS

These breakout sessions focus on the hot federal issues—and pertinent state issues 
sweeping the nation—that will impact your role as a local school board member. 
Choose from a variety of topics.

12:45 – 2:00 P.M.   CONGRESSIONAL AWARDS LUNCHEON 
The Federal Relations Network will recognize members of Congress who made 
outstanding contributions to public education in 2011.
Presider:  Mary Broderick, NSBA President

2:15 – 3:15 P.M.   NATIONAL EDUCATION ISSUE SESSIONS (CONTINUED)
Multiple breakout sessions on national education issues. 

3:30 – 4:30 P.M.   GENERAL SESSION 
Members of Congress share their education agendas 
and you will hear your final call to action.
Presider:  C. Ed Massey, NSBA President-elect

4:30 – 5:30 P.M.   STATE MEETINGS 
Optional time for state caucus meetings.

Tuesday, February 7, 2012 
9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.   YOUR DAY ON 
CAPITOL HILL 

Spend a full day meeting with your senators, representatives and their staff on Capitol 
Hill.  Share how their federal policy decisions impact your local district, and put what 
you have learned at the FRN Conference into action.  Join forces with your state 
association and other FRN members to help present NSBA’s legislative agenda for 2012.

5:30 – 7:30 P.M.    RECEPTION AT THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS HONORING 
SCHOOL BOARDS FOR THEIR WORK ON CAPITOL HILL 
NSBA hosts its annual reception for school boards, state school boards associations, 
Congress, the Administration and staff.  This closing FRN event honors local school 
district leaders nationwide for their work on Capitol Hill. In addition, participants 
discuss their meetings with members of Congress and plan their continued 
follow-up with their federal legislators back home.



FRN Kick-off Events
Saturday, February 4, 2012 
2:00 – 5:00 P.M.   COUNCIL OF URBAN 
BOARDS OF EDUCATION (CUBE) ISSUES FORUM
The CUBE Issues Forum offers you and your urban 
counterparts from across the country an opportunity 
to gather and exchange ideas about the federal 
legislative concerns that affect your school districts. This 
roundtable session will provide a legislative perspective, 
with a special focus on urban issues.  Immediately 
following the keynote presentation, the roundtable 
participants will engage in a more informal exchange 
about urban and federal legislative issues.
Presider: Sandra Jensen, Chair, NSBA Council of Urban 
Boards of Education
Please check the “CUBE Issues Forum” box on the registration 
form if you plan to attend. Urban districts are eligible to enroll in 
CUBE if they are members of their state association.

Sunday, February 5, 2012 
8:30 – 9:30 A.M.   NEW FRN MEMBER 
ORIENTATION
This important session provides an overview of the 
Federal Relations Network and introduces fi rst time 
attendees to the benefi ts and responsibilities of FRN 
participation. Learn to work with NSBA and your 
state association to infl uence federal legislators. 

Concurrent Legislative Meetings
9:45 – 10:45 A.M. URBAN LEGISLATIVE   
ACTION GROUP

9:45 – 10:45 A.M. RURAL LEGISLATIVE 
ACTION GROUP

11:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.   TEACHER AND 
PRINCIPAL EFFECTIVENESS LEGISLATIVE

COMMITTEE MEETING

11:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. PRE-K
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

The meetings will address pertinent legislative issues. 
All conference participants are invited to attend. 
Please check off the “New FRN member” and/or 
specifi c meetings on the registration form if you plan 
to attend.

REGISTERING FOR THE MEETING

Four ways to register for the meeting:

ONLINE: www.nsba.org/FRN2012
MAIL: FAX: CALL:
NSBA Lock Box (703) 519-6497 (800) 950-6722
P.O. Box 1807
Merrifi eld, VA 22116-8007

FOR SPECIAL NEEDS CALL: (703) 838-6786

HOTEL INFORMATION:
Conference Hotel:
Hilton Washington Hotel
1919 Connecticut Avenue NW, Washington, DC, 20009

RESERVE YOUR HOTEL ROOM:
1. Online:  www.nsba.org/FRN2012

2. By Phone: 866-300-2071 or 415-268-2088
  Available Monday through Friday,
  6:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. (Pacifi c Time)

3. By Fax: 415-216-2535

4. By Mail: Leadership/FRN Housing Bureau
     c/o Convention Management Resources
     33 New Montgomery Street, Suite 1100
     San Francisco, CA  94105
Availability at the conference hotel is on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.  
All reservations must be handled through FRN Housing. The Hilton
Washington will not honor direct reservations. Reservations should be 
made prior to Friday January 6, 2012. After that date, neither NSBA
nor FRN Housing guarantees room availability at the FRN rate.
Hotel Rates: Single Occupancy $217        Double Occupancy $217 

Plus 14.5% tax        +$30 for Club Level Rooms (based on availability)

DEPOSITS: A deposit guarantee is required for each reservation and can 
be made by credit card, check or money order. Credit card deposits will be 
in an amount equal to one night’s room stay plus tax. (Please note that the 
credit card will be used only as a guarantee and the hotel may charge only 
the deposit amount after January 12, 2012). If you wish to send in a check, 
please send $248.46 per room, make check payable to Convention 
Management Resources, and mail it to FRN Housing Bureau, 33 New
Montgomery Street, Suite 1100, San Francisco, CA  94105. All check deposits 
must be received by January 6, 2012. Purchase orders are not accepted.

CHANGES AND CANCELLATIONS: All changes and cancellations must 
be made directly with FRN Housing prior to January 19, 2012. DO NOT 
contact the hotel directly.  Cancellations must be made by Friday,
January 6, 2012 to avoid a penalty. Contact FRN Housing Bureau c/o 
Convention Management Resources at 866-300-2071 or 415-268-2088 
with any questions, or e-mail your housing questions to
NSBADCHousing@cmrus.com. You may also cancel or change your
reservation online at www.cmrhousing.com/nsba_5r/welcome.aspx.

REFUNDS: You will receive a full refund of your deposit if your
reservation is cancelled prior to January 6, 2012. If you do not cancel your
reservation prior to January 6, 2012, or fail to arrive on your confi rmed date, 
your credit card will be charged the one-night room charge plus tax and your 
reservation will be cancelled for the remainder of your stay.  

2012 Registration
         



February 5-7, 2012, Washington, D.C.
CONTACT INFORMATION

FRN Member Name _____________________________________________________________________

Nickname (for badge) ___________________________________________________________________

Title (for badge) ________________________________________________________________________

Spouse/Child Name (if attending) _________________________________________________________

Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________________________

Daytime Telephone ______________________________________________________________________

Email Address (for confi rmation) __________________________________________________________

Additional Email Address for Confi rmation  _________________________________________________

SCHOOL DISTRICT INFORMATION 
School District Name ____________________________________________________________________

School District Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________________________

School District Telephone ____________________ School District Fax  __________________________

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING

My U.S. House Representative ____________________________________________________________

My U.S. Congressional District____________________________________________________________ 

PAYMENT INFORMATION  FRN Conference Registration: $685

SPECIAL EVENTS (Included in registration fee, but please check if you will attend.)

Please bill me                        

Please bill my school district using P.O. #________________________(required for processing)

Please bill my state association using P.O. #______________________ (required for processing)

Check enclosed (Please make payable to NSBA.)

Please charge my:   Visa Mastercard     American Express

Card Number _______________________________________ Expiration Date  ____________________

Cardholder Name _______________________________________________________________________

Authorized Signature ____________________________________________________________________

Cardholder Phone Number ______________________ Cardholder Zip Code  _____________________

CANCELLATIONS: Please make requests for refunds (less $75 service fee per registration) in writing to 
the NSBA Registrar prior to the meeting.  No refund requests will be honored after that time.

TRAVEL INFORMATION

NSBA has selected
Association Travel Concepts 
as the offi cial travel agency 
for the 2012 FRN Conference. 
Discount Airfares are
available on United and low 
car rental rates are available 
through Hertz and Enterprise.
Contact ATC today:

 atcmeetings.com

The above discounts
apply for travel (IAD, BWI, 
DCA).

ATC agents are available for 

through Friday.

Some restrictions may
apply. Service fees apply.

You may also call your 
own agency or the vendors 
directly and refer to the
following I.D. numbers:

For NSBA Use Only

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4

 CUBE Issues Forum 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5

 New FRN Member
  Orientation

Urban Legislative
  Action Group

Rural Legislative Action  
  Group

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5 (CONT.)

  Committee

Teacher and Principal
  Effectiveness Legislative
  Committee

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

Congressional Awards
 Luncheon (no charge for  
 conference registrant)

Guest ticket for
 Congressional Awards

 Guest name:

  ________________________

 Form     39th Annual Federal Relations Network
            (FRN)  Conference
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National School Boards Association 
1680 Duke Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314-3493

703-838-6722

www.nsba.org/FRN2012

Return Service Requested

NSBA’s 39th Annual 
Federal Relations 
Network Conference 

February 5-7, 2012

be an advocate
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