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Federal Relations Network 
Program Information 

 
 

The National School Boards Association’s Federal Relations Network (FRN) involves local school board members like you from every 
congressional district in the country who are committed to grassroots advocacy for public education. The FRN gives you an opportunity to 
make a difference in the education of our nation’s public schoolchildren. The ultimate goal of your FRN advocacy is to make public 
education a top priority of the federal government. 

 
FRN Appointment 
As an FRN member, you are appointed by your state association to attend the FRN Conference and remain in contact with your members of 
Congress throughout the year to discuss NSBA's positions on key education issues. 

 
FRN Responsibilities 
During the course of a year, you will receive vital information concerning federal education legislation and national issues—what’s current, 
what’s proposed, and how it helps or hinders our public schools. 
 
Your responsibilities as an FRN member are significant. As an FRN appointee, you have accepted the following advocacy responsibilities to 
ensure the network’s maximum effectiveness: 
 

 Timely response to ALL calls-to-action. 

 Commitment to develop a year-round relationship with your members of Congress. 

 Willingness to distribute calls-to-action and background materials to your school board colleagues and to get others involved. 

The Issues 
FRN members will take action and have an impact on a wide range of key issues and legislation which include: 

 Reauthorizing the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA/NCLB), and enlisting Congress to commit to our agenda before 

new legislation is enacted. 

 Ensuring that there is federal support for sustained investments in Title I and IDEA. 

 Promoting local governance and decision-making as keys to effective public education and student achievement in the 21st 

century. 

FRN Information and Opportunities 
NSBA provides you with background information on federal legislation that impacts public education and influences your role as a school 
board member. Through the FRN, you receive the tools and training you need to lobby your members of Congress with confidence and 
expert knowledge. 
 

 Calls to Action and Legislative Updates: NSBA’s email calls to action and legislative updates keep you apprised of legislative 

activity. The emails include message points and background information to help you shape a personalized message to members of 

Congress. 

 Weekly Legislative Highlights: Each week that Congress is in session, NSBA emails updates on federal legislation and regulations. 

 Webinars: NSBA provides exclusive updates to FRN members on pertinent legislation. The webinar format allows you to interact 

with the presenters by asking questions and providing feedback. 

 www.nsba.org/advocacy: NSBA’s office of advocacy has a range of tools available on our website including, NSBA Issue Briefs, 

action alerts, letters to Congress and more. You may also download sample letters and talking points on key issues for your own 

lobbying efforts. 

 Guide to Congress: Access your members of Congress contact information on our advocacy website. 

 800-609-NSBA:  NSBA’s advocacy staff is available to answer your questions about federal legislation, working with the U.S. 

Department of Education, Congress, and the White House. 

http://www.nsba.org/advocacy
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 Advocacy Training Videos: NSBA has created advocacy training videos to help school board members sharpen their lobbying skills. 

How to Lobby Your Member of Congress Part I and  

Part II provide a total of 15 scenarios of do’s and don’ts for an effective meeting with a member of Congress. You also don’t want to 
miss―Getting Your Board on Board: Building a Local Lobbying Program. Visit NSBA’s bookstore online at www.nsba.org to 
purchase copies or contact your state association. 

 Legislative Committees & Legislative Action Groups: To augment the FRN, NSBA’s legislative committees and legislative action 

groups engage school board members around specific issues. Beyond lobbying their members of Congress, participants provide 

NSBA with data and rich narratives to support our advocacy efforts. 

FRN Conference and Meetings 
39th Annual FRN Legislative Conference: Sunday, February 5―Tuesday, February 7, 2012, Washington, D.C. 
You and your FRN colleagues are invited to attend this high-profile, intensive, three-day conference. You will hear addresses by prominent 
members of Congress and the Administration, be briefed by NSBA’s top lobbyists, and meet with fellow FRN members from across the 
nation. The conference culminates in a lobbying blitz on Capitol Hill where you will take the school board message directly to your members 
of Congress. 

 
National Advocacy Networks Meeting: NSBA Annual Conference and Exposition 
This special session for FRN members includes a mid-year briefing and lobbying tips from NSBA’s legislative staff on the progress and action 
needed on FRN federal legislative issues. 

 
About NSBA 
The National School Boards Association is a not-for-profit organization representing State Associations of school boards and their member 
districts across the United States. Its mission is, working with and through our State Associations, to advocate for equity and excellence in 
public education through school board leadership. NSBA achieves that mission by representing the school board perspective in working 
with federal government agencies and national organizations that impact education, and provides vital information and services to State 
Associations of school boards throughout the nation. 
 
NSBA advocates local school boards as the ultimate expression of grassroots democracy. NSBA supports the capacity of each school board, 
acting on behalf of and in close concert with the people of its community, to envision the future of education in its community, to establish 
a structure and environment that allow all students to reach their maximum potential, to provide accountability to the community on 
performance in the schools, and to serve as the key community advocate for children and youth and their public schools. 
 
Founded in 1940, NSBA represents its State Association members and their more than 90,000 local school board members, virtually all of 
whom are elected. These local officials govern more than 14,500 local school districts serving the nation's 50 million public school students.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Kathleen Branch, director of national advocacy services, at 703.838.6735 or kbranch@nsba.org. 

 

http://www.nsba.org/
mailto:kbranch@nsba.org
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Attachment A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

What are some of the major legislative issues 

that will be addressed at the Federal Relations Network Conference 

February 5―7, 2012 in Washington, D.C.? 
 

ESEA/NCLB Reauthorization: With the new proposals from the Administration to provide states with regulatory 

relief through waivers, it will be important for you to learn how this will continue to impact school districts and the 

overall reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act in Congress. As you know, when Congress 

reauthorizes ESEA, school districts must live with the results for at least the next seven years. We must continue to be 

proactive and fix the problems before the legislation is finalized. 

 

Federal Funding: The Budget Control Act, the proposed American Jobs Act, and funding for Fiscal Year 2013 all 

impact school districts’ capacity to advance student achievement, fulfill federal mandates, and retain the effective 

teachers and staff needed to ensure successful education programs. The FRN conference will address these and other 

priority issues that affect resources for our students and school district governance. 

 

School board governance: The U.S. Department of Education and some members of Congress are actively seeking 

alternatives to local school board governance, as they voice support for expanding charters, mayoral takeovers, and 

nationwide policies in such areas as testing and teacher evaluation. We need to vigorously address these issues 

address these issues and demonstrate the effective role of local school boards to foster student achievement. 

 

Create a positive future vision for public education to ensure that Congress supports initiatives for 21st Century 

learning in K―12, pre―K, teacher effectiveness, bullying, and child nutrition. 

 

 


