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Additional State Aid for Increasing the School Day or Year
Relative to their peers around the world, our students
continue to lose ground academically. Many countries
provide instructional time that well exceeds what stu-
dents receive in New York State. School districts need
the ability to educate students at a level that will allow
them to effectively and successfully compete in an in-
creasingly global world. 

Need
A 2011 study by the CUNY College of Staten Island
shows that many of the original reasons for the organ-
ization of our current school year schedule simply no
longer apply. School districts require the capability, fi-
nancial and legal, to increase the length of their
school day or school year or restructure their instruc-
tional year in order to create a more year-round in-
struction environment.

A report by the Center for Summer Learning at Johns
Hopkins University reaffirms what many schools rou-
tinely experience: students consistently possess a
stronger comprehension of material at the end of June

than they do when a new academic year begins the
following September. The two- to three-month summer
gap costs students and teachers valuable instructional
time as the previous year’s content often must be re-
taught at the beginning of a new school year. Addi-
tionally, “youths between the ages of 12 and 17 are
far more likely to start using most substances during
the summer than during other parts of the year,” ac-
cording to a report from the Substance Abuse & 
Mental Health Services Administration.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s New NY Education Reform
Commission called for an extension of student learn-
ing time in its January 2013 preliminary report. The
commission suggested that a “fundamental” restructur-
ing of the school day and school year may be neces-
sary in order to improve student achievement and
close the learning gap. The report also highlighted 
national and international examples of how increased
learning time is often a “key ingredient” to student
performance. This recommendation resulted in Gover-
nor Cuomo proposing a $20 million “Extended Learn-
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Additional State Aid for Increasing the School Day or Year
ing Time” competitive grant as part of the 2013-14
state budget. This type of initiative needs to be
brought to full scale and made available for all school
districts throughout New York State. 

Costs
The addition of instructional time, whether through a
lengthened school day, school year or a restructuring
of the academic school year, understandably comes
with costs. Teachers will be in the classroom with stu-
dents for greater amounts of time, school buildings
will be open for longer periods of time, and there will
be more bus trips taking students to and from school. 

This will generate additional expenses for employees,
facilities and transportation. Because education is a
service, the majority of a school district’s financial re-
sources are used for personnel. These types of costs
require a sustained investment from the state.

State Support
New York State law requires a minimum of 180 days
of instruction for state aid purposes. In addition, com-

missioner’s regulations provide for a minimum length
of school day for students in order to meet the days of
instruction requirements. While there is no law or reg-
ulation prescribing the maximum length of a school
day, previous court decisions have recognized that a
normal “instructional” school year only extends from
September through June. This means school boards
would need to be granted the legal authority to both
lengthen the school year and restructure their school
instructional year for the purposes of creating year-
round instruction.

Financially, schools simply cannot afford these addi-
tional expenses on their own. In the midst of state aid
cuts by way of the Gap Elimination Adjustment, a
property tax cap restricting local revenues and ever-in-
creasing cost pressures associated with mandates,
APPR and Common Core, it is critical that the state
provide sufficient, dependable and predictable aid to
help support additional instruction time. 
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