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AID FOR SCHOOL SAFETY
Student Health and Safety 
Ensuring the safety of children is a school district’s most important responsibility. The heightened awareness of
school safety, spurred by recent tragic events across our nation, underscores the need for the timely implemen-
tation of proven efforts to protect our students. 

New Security Measures
In order to develop a more comprehensive picture of school safety, NYSSBA conducted a survey of superin-
tendents across the state. More than three-quarters of the survey respondents indicated their districts had im-
proved their emergency
response plans (see table at
right). More than half said
they adopted buzz-in sys-
tems, security cameras and
a random police presence.
And nearly half said that
school resource officers, se-
curity guards or a random
police presence would be
the single most effective se-
curity measure they could
adopt. 

State Aid Role
However, the biggest obsta-
cle to enhancing school se-
curity is cost, according to

the survey. The expenses related
to safety equipment, school re-
source officers, emergency plan-
ning and training can be
substantial. Meanwhile, school
districts’ ability to enact safety
measures has been severely ham-
pered by the loss of state school
aid (which is still below the
2008-09 funding levels). For ex-
ample, 42 percent of survey re-
spondents indicated they did not
hire school resource officers be-
cause they could not afford them. 

over

NEW SECURITY MEASURES
Percentage of districts that adopted the following 
security measures within the past year.
Improved emergency response plan ..........77.7%
Buzz-in systems at school entrances..........56.5%
Security cameras ..........................................56.0%
Random police presence ............................ 55.8%
Key-card entry systems................................42.2%
Closed-circuit TV monitors ........................ 32.3%
School resource officers ..............................17.9%
Bulletproof glass doors ..................................5.3%
Metal detectors ..............................................1.0%
Other ............................................................ 67.7%

Source: “School Security in a Post-Sandy Hook World,” 
New York State School Boards Association, December 2013

ADDITIONAL COSTS FOR SECURITY MEASURES
What additional costs has your district incurred this year 
due to additional security measures?

$0   ...................................................................................... 7.1%      

$1 - $100,000   ................................................................ 75.1%      

$100,000 - $500,000   ...................................................... 16.2%      

$500,000 - $1,000,000 ........................................................ 0.5%      

More than $1 million ........................................................ 1.0%
(Percentage of districts)

Source: “School Security in a Post-Sandy Hook World,” 
New York State School Boards Association, December 2013
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AID FOR SCHOOL SAFETY
Enact Legislation
School districts and BOCES statewide need a consistent state funding stream to develop and maintain sound
and proven safety programs. This financial support must enable districts to identify best practices, acquire cost-
effective equipment and have access to technical assistance.

While NYSSBA has strongly advocated local school district flexibility in the form of unrestricted aid, school
safety is such an important issue that a dedicated funding stream is necessary. In the current financial environ-
ment, school safety needs will be pitted against the maintenance of instructional programs in the development
and approval of local school budgets unless and until state aid for this purpose is provided.  

The time to ensure student safety is before the next tragedy!


