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Make All School Threats of Mass Violence a Felony 
It is a felony to make a bomb threat to a school – and
with good reason.  Such threats are dangerous, dis-
ruptive and costly.   Unfortunately, other threats of
mass violence directed at schools are not treated in
the same manner or punished with the same severity.
Today, any threat of mass violence at schools has ex-
actly the same impact on our schools and emergency
personnel as a bomb threat and should be deterred in
the same way.

What Happens When a School is
Threatened with Mass Violence?
The short answer?  School closes.  Parents keep their
children home until they are assured the threat has
passed.  Teachers are afraid for their lives and those
of their students.  Emergency personnel risk their lives
rushing to the scene.
When the threats continue,
the community is terrorized
and the school district loses
state aid.

What Should Be
Done? 
State lawmakers should
amend the New York State
Penal Law, section 240.60,
to make the threat of mass
violence in a school a
felony, rather than a misde-
meanor. This amendment
will better reflect the sever-
ity of the trauma and costly
disruption to the school
community caused by threats of mass violence. Cur-
rently, the law stipulates these threats can only be ad-
dressed by charging an individual or individuals with
harassment. This has proven to be an insufficient de-

terrent.  In 2013, for example, one school district was
repeatedly terrorized by an offender even after being
briefly jailed for harassment. New York State must im-
mediately update the Penal Law to recognize this
threat.

Creating a Secure and Safe Learning
Environment
The tragic events involving mass violence at schools
across our nation have increased our collective under-
standing of the need to increase school security meas-
ures. School districts have already taken those steps.
For example, according to a NYSSBA survey of
school superintendents, 78 percent of the respondents
indicated they had adopted improved emergency re-
sponse plans.  

State lawmakers need to add their help to school dis-
tricts. Amending the state Penal Law will act as a
powerful, effective deterrent and help school districts
create a more secure and safe learning environment.

NEW SECURITY MEASURES
Percentage of districts that adopted the following 
security measures within the past year.
Improved emergency response plan ..........77.7%
Buzz-in systems at school entrances..........56.5%
Security cameras ..........................................56.0%
Random police presence ............................ 55.8%
Key-card entry systems................................42.2%
Closed-circuit TV monitors ........................ 32.3%
School resource officers ..............................17.9%
Bulletproof glass doors ..................................5.3%
Metal detectors ..............................................1.0%
Other ............................................................ 67.7%

Source: “School Security in a Post-Sandy Hook World,” 
New York State School Boards Association, December 2013


