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Develop a Combined Regents Diploma 
and Associate’s Degree

The New York State School Boards Association sup-
ports the advancement of legislative and regulatory
changes to create a combined Regents high school
diploma and associate’s degree, as well as other pro-
grams that support student attainment of post-sec-
ondary credits while still in high school. 

Summary
Providing high school students with a robust, meaning-
ful experience is more challenging than ever. Budget
cuts frequently lead to the elimination of electives, en-
richment programs, and career and technical educa-
tion. Moreover, regardless of program options, many
high school graduates find they lack the skills to suc-
ceed in college or the work force. 

Background
One of the best ways to ensure students are college-
and career-ready is to enable them to tackle more
challenging tasks and content in high school. This al-
lows them to experience the rigor of college-level
work and real-world challenges within the supportive
and structured high school environment. 

Yet many high schools do not have the resources to
offer and maintain such programs. In these instances,
an external partner in the higher education community
can offer a viable alternative to high school students. 

There are many ways for students to earn an associ-
ate’s degree, college or other post-secondary credits
while still in high school. For example, many Early
College High School programs target students who
are not on a college track and give supports and ac-
cess to entry-level college courses. Some ECHS pro-
grams, modeled after the successful Pathways in 
Technology (P-TECH) school work with a higher edu-
cation partner and an employer to ensure students are
prepared for college and also have specific training
they need to enter a profession or industry. 

High schools can work directly with colleges and tech-
nical training programs. They can also build robust
advanced placement, international baccalaureate and

career and technical programs.

Recommendations 
• Invest in Early College High Schools. Recent

state budgets have included increased sup-
port for ECHS, especially for expansion of P-
TECH model schools. State policy makers
should ensure that investment should be
maintained, stabilized and increased. While
state funding is invaluable to these pro-
grams, its value is diminished if it cannot be
maintained. 

• Establish a combined Regents diploma and
associate’s degree. The Board of Regents
should establish a combined degree that al-
lows participating students to earn a joint
Regents diploma and associate’s degree. 

• Establish an enhanced Regents professional degree.
Not every high school student will go directly to col-
lege. Rather, some will pursue careers that will still
require some enhanced training. A professional de-
gree with a designation in a particular skill or trade
could help those high school graduates jump-start
their career.


