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What if they are inconsistent, not accurate, lack
meaning, and do not support learning?

Students, parents and teachers may not know
what a student really can or cannot do

School climate suffers
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What if they do not reflect achievement in the
Learning Standards?
.00

Students, parents and teachers may not know
what a student really can or cannot do

Students may not graduate

Students may be set up to fail in future
endeavors




EXAMPLE 1

A Tale of Two Students




Two students going int® §rade:
e

Student A Student B
A Understands content A Does not understand content
A Bored with instruction A Struggles to follow in class;
4 Homework is practice sometimes stays after school for
student doesnothelReed
i Little effort to succeed A Completes homework even if all
wrong

A Limited participation — _ o
A Participates in class with little

thought to questions asked

i An A studentwho getsaB A A C student who gets a B due to
due to behavior behavior



The purpose of

To communicate achievement regarding accepted
published standards and learning outcomes
(O6Connor, 2007)

To provide information for instructional planning
(Brookhart, 2004)

How well do those 0BO gr ades



wo students going inté# Qrade (reprise):
1

Student A Student B

A Understands content A Does not understand content

A Bored with instruction A Struggles to follow in class;

4 Homework is practice sometimes stays after school for
student doesnotePheed

i Little effort to succeed A Completes homework even if all

wrong

A Participates in class with little
thought to questions asked

A Limited participation

A An Astudentwhogetsa2 ;i A C student who gets a 4 out of 4
out of 4 for behavior for behavior



AURORA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
HIGH SCHOOL STANDARDS-BASED REPORT CARD 2010-2011

Student: Jack Jones Gateway High School
Student ID: 12345678 1300 S. Sable Blvd.
Grade: 09 Aurora, CO 80012
TERM Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
Period Absent Tardy Absent Tardy Absent Tardy Absent Tardy
1 0 0 1 0
2 0 1 1 0
3 0 0 1 0
4 0 0 1 0
5 0 0 1 0
8 0 0 1 0
7 0 0 1 0
8 0 0 1 0

Academic Performance Level —Subject Areas

NAME GRADE
Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the grade level content and consistently applies the benchmarks, and/or concepts, A
and/or processes/procedures in a variety of contexts

Demonstrates understanding of the grade level content and applies the benchmarks, and/or concepts, and/or B
processes/procedures in a variety of contexis

Demonstrates understanding and application of most of the benchmarks, and/or concepts, and/or processes/procedures of the c
grade level content; needs teacher support to demonstrate proficiency

Demonstrates limited understanding and application of the benchmarks, and/or concepts, and/or processes/procedures of the D
grade level content; needs more instruction and/or practice to demonstrate proficiency

Rarely demonstrates understanding and ineffectively applies benchmarks, and/or concepts, and/or processes/procedures of the R
grade level content

Incomplete |
No Evidence N
Satisfactory for Pass/Fail courses S
Unsatisfactory for Pass/Fail courses U




Academic Performance Level -Work Habits

NAME GRADE
Consistently Meets 4

Frequently Meets 3
Sometimes Meets 2
Rarely Meets 1

Subject Areas

COURSE Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
HLA1012Q1 English 9 - Smith, A. C
HLA1012Q2 English 9 - Smith, A. B

STANDARDS/BENCHMARKS:
1 Read and understand a variety of materials
2 Write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences
3 Use conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, spelling
4 Apply thinking skills in many areas of literacy
5 Locate/select/use relevant information from a variety of sources
6 Read and recognize literature as a record of human experience

COMMENTS:
1.1 Engages in reading increasingly complex text
1.3 Demonstrates increased stamina during reading
3.2 Demonstrates control over most basic standard conventions

WORK HABITS:
Effort - Perseveres and attempts quality work
Engagement - Participates and listens
Homework - Complete and on time
Responsibility - Follows rules and directions; manages time; advocates for self
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EXAMPLE #1 FIX

Ensure district policy does not allow for or expect
staff to combine neacademic factors into an
academic grade

Encourage reporting n@tademic factors
separately on report cards-K2

Encourage training for staff on how to track studer
achievement and behavior separately and how to
communicate the different elements to students al
parents



The Case of the Awful Average



Two possible high school student reports:
1

Scenario 1 Scenario 2
Quarter 1 89 89
Quarter 2 91 91
Quarter 3 94 94
Quarter 4 88 88
Regents exam 65 65
Final average 85 91
Final grade B A




Regents Scores
T

Regents results are scale scores
Scaling takes item difficulty into account

cDoes A Regents Examination Scor
Questions Were Answered Correctly?

No. The passing score of 65 is not intended to indicate answering 65 pel
of questions correctly.indicates achievement of the State Learning
Standards, as determined by a committee of New York State teachers dt
standard setting.

New York State has chosen to use bt scale with 65 as the standard
for passing. Though it may look like the scoring of Regents examinations
the past, 1t I s a scale score, n

- www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/concht/scoaggnts.ntm




Scale Differences

Regents Scale Performance Level | Grade range Letter grade
(often percent)

85-100 4 90-100 A
65-84 3 80-89 B
55-64 2 70-79 C
Below55 1 60-69 D

Below 60 F

While both have numbers from 07 100, they represent different
scales.
%

Think temperatureécannot combi

Iy



Content and Construct Valiody

ELA example
e

What are you teaching?

What do Regents exams Regents Comprehensive Examination in English
assess”? Map to Learning Standards
A What subjects Standards Part of Test
R Listening and writing for Session One — Part A
A What content within the¢ | information and understanding
su bject Reading and writing for Session One — Part B
information and understanding
When are Regents exXxames | Reading and writing for literary Session Two — Part A
offered? rEsponse
Reading and writing for critical Session Two — Part B

What is the purpose of a analysis and evaluation
Regents exam?




Regents Purpose
T

New York State Regents examinations have traditionally used 65 percent of all question
correct as a passing score. This score was not based on analyses of what would be
needed to be competent with respect to a specific body of knowledge and skills, or to
achieve any explicit standards. Rather, this passing standard reflected what was
considered to be general competence in the subject matter being tested.

Because the tests were based on course work, the tests were field tested on students
finishing the appropriate courses. Test forms were equated, that is, kept equivalent in
difficulty, by averaging the percent of students who answered the field test questions
correctly and matching that average percent from test form to test form. However, this
method assumed that the ydafyear field test samples were equivalent in skills, an
assumption that is better supported when coursework has had years of stability rather
than in a system that is standards based. standards based environment, where the
students are continually improving in the skills and knowledge they are acquiring, and w
the educational objectives are explicitly defined by State Learning Standards and not co
completiopother methods to determine passing scores and to equate test forms are likel
to be more appropriate.

(Red highlight included for emphasis)


http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/inform/informarch/scaleregents.htm

EXAMPLE #2 FIX

Ensure district policy does not indicate Regents sc
be combined with other classroom grades

Encourage reporting of Regents scores to parents
and students

Encourage training in the interpretation of Regents
scores Iin your high schools



s
EXAMPLE 3 1&3

Homework Harangue



What 1s homework for?

Formative Summative
A Practicing skills* A Applying acquired skills to
i Reviewing materials from new situations*
class* A Integrating acquired skills
i Preparing for next lesson* with other information*
A Getting feedback on progress A Determining achievement in

) . the Learning Standards
A Reflection on progress

Assessment FOR Learning = ungraded Assessment OF Learning = graded
(O6Connor, 2007) (O6Connor, 2007)

*www.ed.gov



If for practice,
FORMATIVE

Feedback,
Mot graded

Homework Decision Tree:
To Grade or Not To Grade

Homewaork assigned
Forwhat purpose?

If for preparation, If for review, If forapplication,

FORMATIVE FORMATIVE SUMMATIVE

Feedhaclk Feedhaclk Can ensure that Cannot ensure

Mat graded Mat graded work was completed that work was
independently by completed
student independently by

student
Feedback,

Individual graded on
Individual Achievement

Feedback,
Mot graded

If for extension,
SUMMATIVE

Can ensure that
work was
completed
independently
by student

Feedback,
Individual graded on
Individual Achievement

Cannot ensure
that work was
completed
independently
by student

Feedback,
Mot graded



EXAMPLE #3 FIX

Ensure homework policy clarifies the connection
between homework and its purpose (practice vs.
evidence of mastery)

Encourage teachers to give homewohken it is
needednd provide feedback tall students

Encourage staff to use homework as a guide for
Instruction not as a behavior with which to comply



