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2 Essential Questions

1. òHow confident am I that the grades students get 

in my classrooméare consistent, accurate, and 

meaningful, and that they support learning?ó

2. òHow confident am I that the grades I assign 

students accurately reflect my schoolõsépublished 

content standards and desired learning 

outcomes?ó 
(OõConnor, 2007, p.3)



What if they are inconsistent, not accurate, lack 

meaning, and do not support learning?

Ã Students, parents and teachers may not know 

what a student really can or cannot do

Ã School climate suffers

ÄLack of student engagement

ÄLack of teacher-student connection

ÄLack of trust

ÄPotential behavior issues



What if they do not reflect achievement in the 

Learning Standards?

Ã Students, parents and teachers may not know 

what a student really can or cannot do

Ã Students may not graduate

Ã Students may be set up to fail in future 

endeavors



EXAMPLE 1

A Tale of Two Students



Two students going into 9th grade:

Ã Student A

Ä Understands content

Ä Bored with instruction

Ä Homework is practice 
student doesnõt need

Ä Little effort to succeed

Ä Limited participation

Ä An A student who gets a B 
due to behavior

Ã Student B

Ä Does not understand content

Ä Struggles to follow in class; 
sometimes stays after school for 
help

Ä Completes homework even if all 
wrong

Ä Participates in class with little 
thought to questions asked

Ä A C student who gets a B due to 
behavior



The purpose of gradesé

Ã To communicate achievement regarding accepted 

published standards and learning outcomes 

(OõConnor, 2007)

Ã To provide information for instructional planning 

(Brookhart, 2004)

How well do those òBó grades meet these purposes?



Two students going into 9th grade (reprise):

Ã Student A

Ä Understands content

Ä Bored with instruction

Ä Homework is practice 
student doesnõt need

Ä Little effort to succeed

Ä Limited participation

Ä An A student who gets a 2 
out of  4 for behavior

Ã Student B

Ä Does not understand content

Ä Struggles to follow in class; 
sometimes stays after school for 
help

Ä Completes homework even if all 
wrong

Ä Participates in class with little 
thought to questions asked

Ä A C student who gets a 4 out of  4 
for behavior







EXAMPLE #1 FIX

Ã Ensure district policy does not allow for or expect 

staff to combine non-academic factors into an 

academic grade

Ã Encourage reporting non-academic factors 

separately on report cards K-12

Ã Encourage training for staff on how to track student 

achievement and behavior separately and how to 

communicate the different elements to students and 

parents



EXAMPLE 2

The Case of the Awful Average



Two possible high school student reports:

Scenario 1 Scenario 2

Quarter 1 89 89

Quarter 2 91 91

Quarter 3 94 94

Quarter 4 88 88

Regents exam 65 65

Final average 85 91

Final grade B A



Regents Scores

Ã Regents results are scale scores 

Ã Scaling takes item difficulty into account

Ã òDoes A Regents Examination Score of 65 Indicate That 65 Percent of 
Questions Were Answered Correctly? 

Ã No. The passing score of 65 is not intended to indicate answering 65 percent 
of questions correctly.It indicates achievement of the State Learning 
Standards, as determined by a committee of New York State teachers during 
standard setting. 

Ã New York State has chosen to use a 100-point scale with 65 as the standard 
for passing. Though it may look like the scoring of Regents examinations as in 
the past, it is a scale score, not a raw score or a percentage correct score.ó

- www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/concht/scoring-regents.htm



Scale Differences

Regents Scale Performance Level Grade range

(often percent)

Letter grade

85-100 4 90-100 A

65-84 3 80-89 B

55-64 2 70-79 C

Below55 1 60-69 D

Below 60 F

While both have numbers from 0 ï100, they represent different 

scales.

Think temperatureécannot combine without converting.



Content and Construct Validity ð
ELA example

Ã What are you teaching?

Ã What do Regents exams 

assess?

Ä What subjects

Ä What content within the 

subject

Ã When are Regents exams 

offered?

Ã What is the purpose of a 

Regents exam?



Regents Purpose

Ã New York State Regents examinations have traditionally used 65 percent of all questions 
correct as a passing score. This score was not based on analyses of what would be 
needed to be competent with respect to a specific body of knowledge and skills, or to 
achieve any explicit standards. Rather, this passing standard reflected what was 
considered to be general competence in the subject matter being tested.

Ã Because the tests were based on course work, the tests were field tested on students 
finishing the appropriate courses. Test forms were equated, that is, kept equivalent in 
difficulty, by averaging the percent of students who answered the field test questions 
correctly and matching that average percent from test form to test form. However, this 
method assumed that the year-to-year field test samples were equivalent in skills, an 
assumption that is better supported when coursework has had years of stability rather 
than in a system that is standards based. In a standards based environment, where the 
students are continually improving in the skills and knowledge they are acquiring, and where 
the educational objectives are explicitly defined by State Learning Standards and not course 
completion, other methods to determine passing scores and to equate test forms are likely 
to be more appropriate. 

(Red highlight included for emphasis)

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/inform/informarch/scaleregents.htm

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/inform/informarch/scaleregents.htm


EXAMPLE #2 FIX

Ã Ensure district policy does not indicate Regents score 

be combined with other classroom grades

Ã Encourage reporting of Regents scores to parents 

and students

Ã Encourage training in the interpretation of Regents 

scores in your high schools



EXAMPLE 3

Homework Harangue



What is homework for?

Ã Formative

Ä Practicing skills*

Ä Reviewing materials from 

class*

Ä Preparing for next lesson*

Ä Getting feedback on progress

Ä Reflection on progress

Assessment FOR Learning = ungraded 

(OõConnor, 2007)

Ã Summative

Ä Applying acquired skills to 

new situations*

Ä Integrating acquired skills 

with other information*

Ä Determining achievement in 

the Learning Standards

Assessment OF Learning = graded 

(OõConnor, 2007)

*www.ed.gov



Homework Decision Tree: 

To Grade or Not To Grade



EXAMPLE #3 FIX

Ã Ensure homework policy clarifies the connection 

between homework and its purpose (practice vs. 

evidence of mastery)

Ã Encourage teachers to give homework when it is 

neededand provide feedback to all students

Ã Encourage staff to use homework as a guide for 

instruction not as a behavior with which to comply


