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Objectives of Todayôs Presentation

Participants will :

Gain an understanding of the difference between 
Growth and Value-Added models

Be introduced to our understanding of the State and 
National status on Growth and Value-Added

Be introduced to the types of Value-Added reports 
available with the Capital Region BOCES project and 
the information within those reports

Gain an understanding of how Value-Added 
information can be used, along with achievement data, 
for school improvement from participating districts

ÅCan be very simpleé
School Year

Test Score

in September

ñXò

Test Score

in May

ñYò

Y ïX = Gain Score
ÅOr very Complexé

Excerpt from: Value-Added Methodology; The 

Current State of VAM, Simplified; AFT 

Teachers Program and Policy Council, May 

18, 2007
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Time

Score
0

Change in Predicted Growth
VA

Value

Current

Year

(Diagram is Exaggerated for Effect)

VAM is a complicated statistical methodology.
Excerpt from: Value-Added Methodology; The 

Current State of VAM, Simplified; AFT 

Teachers Program and Policy Council, May 

18, 2007

Federal and State Status

Growing Wave Across Nation

Federal support of growth models as part of accountability (11 States 
have been approved)

NY Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2007 legislated a growth model by 
2008-2009 and a Value-Added Model by 2010-2011. 

According to Ira Schwartz: ñUSDE did not approve our growth 
proposal. We are now awaiting guidance from the Regents regarding 
whether we should seek to amend our proposal and resubmit it so as 
to receive permission to use it with 09-10 school year results; work on 
developing a growth model outside of NCLB using current 
assessments; or develop a new growth proposal that would be based 
on the new State assessments scheduled to go online in 2010-11.ò

Senate Bill 5491 ïcreates a State commission on Value-Added 
Assessment to study the merits of VAA models in school 
accountability ïfinal report due June 30, 2010.

New York State: Local Initiatives

A number of NYS districts have developed local growth and value-added 
models. The two most prominent are:

NYCôs Progress Report initiative.

Capital Region BOCES initiative.

These initiatives are neither endorsed by SED nor require SEDôs 
endorsement.

These initiatives are not constrained by USEDôs growth model guidelines 
and were not designed for use in making AYP decisions. 

These models can inform the development of State growth and/or value-
added models for which USEDôs permission is not required.

Excerpt from: Public Forum on NYSôs NCLB Growth 

Model Proposal; David Abrams, Assistant Commissioner 

for Standards, Assessment & Reporting, NYSED
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Value-Added Rationale & 

Principles

Question: How do we gauge our 

effectiveness?  

It depends on how we view the 

curriculum and how we view 

studentsô places in the curriculum.

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

Finishline

Finishline

Finishline

Finishline

Is the curriculum a staircase schools move 

students up uniformly é ?

Example of one Widely Observed 

Achievement Measure

Finish 

line!
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Value-Added Rationale 

& Principles

Question:

What if we view students and 

curriculum differently?

Curriculum 

Across the 

Grades

Is the curriculum a ramp schools help 

student ascend differentially é.?

Achievement & Progress

High Achievement

Low Progress

High Achievement

High Progress

Low Achievement

Low Progress

Low Achievement

High Progress

NYS Proficiency



5

Value-Added Data to Improve Student Achievement

New York State School Boards Association

2009 Annual Convention, NYC

October 15-18, 2009

Achievement

Measures a studentôs 

performance at a single 

point in time

Compares studentsô 

performance to a standard

Critical to a studentôs post 

secondary opportunities

Progress

Measures a studentôs 

progress between two points 

in time

Compares studentsô 

performance to their own 

prior performance

Critical to ensuring a 

studentôs future academic 

success

&

A more 

complete 

picture of 

student 

learning

Overview of Value-Added School 

Improvement Training

Five days of professional development for a 
district team 

The training content includes:

-Value-Added Rationale, Principles, 
Metric, Report Access & Navigation & 
Interpretation of Reports

-Root Cause Analysis & School 
Improvement Planning

-Turnkey training model

The effectiveness of each school in the district for the 

current year by subject.
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The average progress of students in a school reported 

by grade levels and subject.

Disaggregates progress for students at different levels of predicted 

achievement (tertile) reported by school, grade level and subject.

Individual Student Report

Provides a picture of the studentôs history in the 

subject selected.  This is not a value-added 

report.


