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$ change % change 
County 2010-11 state aid 2009-10 state aid 2009-10 to 2010-11 2009-10 to 2010-11

ALBANY $ 16,473,512 $ 18,356,467 -$ 1,882,955 -10.4%
ALLEGANY $ 7,131,832 $ 7,395,986 -$ 264,154 -3.6%
BROOME $ 18,371,508 $ 19,487,828 -$ 1,116,320 -5.6%
CATTARAUGUS $ 11,940,912 $ 12,379,960 -$ 439,048 -3.6%
CAYUGA $ 11,697,129 $ 12,901,348 -$ 1,204,219 -9.1%
CHAUTAUQUA $ 10,268,776 $ 10,824,019 -$ 555,244 -5.7%
CHEMUNG $ 33,590,435 $ 35,448,621 -$ 1,858,186 -5.6%
CHENANGO $ 12,163,893 $ 12,659,216 -$ 495,324 -4.2%
CLINTON $ 12,756,413 $ 13,831,592 -$ 1,075,179 -7.4%
COLUMBIA $ 8,072,920 $ 8,902,540 -$ 829,620 -9.6%
CORTLAND $ 12,322,386 $ 13,186,505 -$ 864,120 -5.9%
DELAWARE $ 4,726,823 $ 5,019,243 -$ 292,420 -7.0%
DUTCHESS $ 17,361,499 $ 19,004,862 -$ 1,643,363 -9.8%
ERIE $ 34,932,042 $ 37,262,660 -$ 2,330,617 -9.6%
ESSEX $ 2,713,112 $ 2,882,033 -$ 168,921 -6.8%
FRANKLIN $ 11,250,550 $ 11,858,602 -$ 608,053 -5.8%
FULTON $ 10,519,418 $ 11,338,196 -$ 818,778 -7.8%
GENESEE $ 9,859,890 $ 10,617,750 -$ 757,860 -7.6%
GREENE $ 7,123,708 $ 7,803,364 -$ 679,656 -8.4%
HAMILTON $ 695,274 $ 749,570 -$ 54,296 -7.6%
HERKIMER $ 8,291,003 $ 8,659,909 -$ 368,907 -5.2%
JEFFERSON $ 13,894,321 $ 14,591,775 -$ 697,454 -7.2%
LEWIS $ 8,665,804 $ 9,091,435 -$ 425,631 -4.5%
LIVINGSTON $ 8,658,273 $ 9,269,522 -$ 611,249 -7.1%
MADISON $ 8,151,563 $ 8,863,583 -$ 712,020 -7.3%
MONROE $ 44,681,213 $ 48,166,828 -$ 3,485,615 -10.2%
MONTGOMERY $ 13,164,043 $ 13,771,744 -$ 607,701 -5.3%
NASSAU $ 13,596,172 $ 14,734,097 -$ 1,137,925 -9.7%
NEW YORK CITY $ 7,067,035,727 $ 7,532,963,815 -$ 465,928,088 -6.2%
NIAGARA $ 23,802,406 $ 25,968,968 -$ 2,166,562 -8.3%
ONEIDA $ 19,245,192 $ 20,480,509 -$ 1,235,317 -7.8%
ONONDAGA $ 28,968,705 $ 31,252,450 -$ 2,283,745 -10.3%
ONTARIO $ 11,589,460 $ 12,778,089 -$ 1,188,629 -9.1%
ORANGE $ 26,423,584 $ 28,123,997 -$ 1,700,413 -6.4%
ORLEANS $ 13,291,604 $ 13,821,701 -$ 530,098 -4.6%
OSWEGO $ 20,284,868 $ 21,804,043 -$ 1,519,176 -6.7%
OTSEGO $ 5,915,723 $ 6,341,535 -$ 425,812 -6.2%
PUTNAM $ 11,982,659 $ 12,849,941 -$ 867,282 -8.6%
RENSSELAER $ 14,097,392 $ 15,245,767 -$ 1,148,375 -8.4%
ROCKLAND $ 20,357,026 $ 22,199,648 -$ 1,842,622 -9.0%
ST. LAWRENCE $ 9,613,274 $ 10,035,788 -$ 422,514 -4.9%
SARATOGA $ 13,414,975 $ 15,115,587 -$ 1,700,612 -11.1%
SCHENECTADY $ 23,748,311 $ 26,176,371 -$ 2,428,061 -11.2%
SCHOHARIE $ 7,206,343 $ 7,797,016 -$ 590,673 -7.6%
SCHUYLER $ 9,550,183 $ 10,105,359 -$ 555,177 -5.2%
SENECA $ 10,429,746 $ 10,874,679 -$ 444,933 -4.3%
STEUBEN $ 12,269,536 $ 12,693,540 -$ 424,005 -2.7%
SUFFOLK $ 22,503,103 $ 24,179,366 -$ 1,676,263 -9.2%
SULLIVAN $ 11,426,525 $ 12,295,312 -$ 868,787 -6.9%
TIOGA $ 12,126,536 $ 12,733,377 -$ 606,841 -4.4%
TOMPKINS $ 11,841,178 $ 12,619,919 -$ 778,741 -5.5%
ULSTER $ 17,807,739 $ 19,233,882 -$ 1,426,143 -7.5%
WARREN $ 6,087,266 $ 6,775,774 -$ 688,509 -9.3%
WASHINGTON $ 7,500,577 $ 8,173,928 -$ 673,351 -9.1%
WAYNE $ 11,714,172 $ 12,641,216 -$ 927,044 -7.1%
WESTCHESTER $ 13,231,670 $ 14,434,438 -$ 1,202,768 -10.5%
WYOMING $ 8,581,829 $ 9,302,294 -$ 720,465 -6.7%
YATES $ 9,823,282 $ 10,702,643 -$ 879,361 -7.5%

Appendix A. 2010-11 Executive Budget School Aid Appropriations - County Averages 
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Over the Cliff: School District Finances on the Edge

Average size of 2010-11 state aid 
cut by county

=  less than 4%

=  4.1%-8%

=  8.1%-12%

Impact on School Districts

These state aid cuts will likely result in program cuts,
staff layoffs or  property tax increases. In fact, 60 per-
cent of school board respondents to a NYSSBA poll in
January said that the governor’s proposal would likely
lead to teacher layoffs in their districts (see F-3).  
Another 51 percent held out the possibility of cuts 
in school programs, most likely due to the fact that
districts are still relatively early in the budget develop-
ment cycle.

In addition, 42 percent of respondents said their dis-
trict would have to raise property taxes to make up
any shortfall in state aid. Nearly two-thirds of school
board members (66 percent) indicated their districts
would need to dip into their reserve funds to address
any state aid shortfalls. The poll results suggest that
school boards will use a combination of strategies to
deal with any shortfall in expected state aid in the
coming school year.

Recommendations

The governor’s 2010-11 spending plan is $4.6 billion
less than what was pledged to schools for foundation
aid to settle the Campaign for Fiscal Equity (CFE) law-
suit. If the 2010-11 Executive Budget were enacted,
school districts would have to choose among several
painful choices, including staff layoffs, program cuts,
and maintaining dangerously low reserve funds for
emergencies. 

NYSSBA recognizes the funding challenges facing
New York State. However, education must remain
the state’s number one funding priority. Education
is New York State’s road to economic recovery in 
an information age.

We ask that the governor and Legislature take the fol-
lowing two-pronged approach to state school aid
funding this year:

• Restore the $1.1 billion state aid cuts proposed in
the 2010-11 Executive Budget. School districts in
New York are already facing the loss of $2 billion in
federal stimulus dollars under the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act that are scheduled to run
out in 2011. A cut of $1.1 billion would be a double
whammy to already cash-strapped public schools.

• Enact meaningful mandate relief. Governor Paterson
has proposed a four-year moratorium on unfunded
mandates to help keep property taxes down and
ease the burden on local governments during an un-
precedented fiscal crisis. The governor has also pro-
posed eliminating some costly mandates. This is a
sensible and long overdue approach. In fact, accord-
ing to a January poll of school board members con-
ducted by NYSSBA, 53 percent of school board
members said they would support reduced state aid
if the state Legislature adopted mandate relief pro-
posals such as Wicks Law reform.  

Introduction

New York schools are teetering at the edge of a fund-
ing cliff. Gov. David Paterson has proposed a $1.1 bil-
lion cut in aid to schools for the 2010-11 school year
at a time when local school boards face tapped-out
property taxpayers, the looming expiration of federal
stimulus dollars in 2011 and double-digit employee
pension costs on the way. 

A NYSSBA analysis reveals that if these cuts were 
enacted, they could set into motion several “cliffhang-
ers,” or factors that could threaten the long-term 
economic well-being of public schools in New York
State and potentially push school district finances over
the cliff.

Few School Districts Are Spared
Under the governor’s 2010-11 Executive Budget, 
99 percent of school districts in New York State (672
out of 679 districts) would see state aid cuts in the
2010-11 school year, compared to 2009-10 funding
levels. The cuts average 6.7 percent statewide, but go
as high as 24.5 percent (see Appendix A, back page).  

More than three-quarters of New York school districts
(76 percent) will see state aid cuts of greater than 5
percent, while nearly one-third (31 percent) will see
state aid reductions of more than 10 percent (see F-1). 

  The magnitude of the state school aid cuts vary
among regions of the state (see F-2). For instance,
school districts in Schenectady County will see the
largest average cut: 11.2 percent. Saratoga County
school districts are close behind; they will see an aver-
age reduction of 11.1 percent. Meanwhile, school 
districts in Steuben County will see the lowest per-
centage decrease in state aid; schools there will re-
ceive 2.7 percent less. Even there, however, districts
such as Corning (10.1 percent), Arkport (7.5 percent),
Hammondsport (5.7 percent) and Prattsburgh 
(5.4 percent) will see substantial decreases. 

Percentage of districts with state aid
cuts of varying magnitudes

Would the governor’s proposal lead to
teacher layoffs in your district?
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44.8%
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Source: NYSSBA Analysis of 2010-11 Executive Budget

Source: NYSSBA Analysis of 2010-11 Executive Budget

Source: NYSSBA Pulse Poll, January 2010

We urge the governor and Legislature 
to do the right thing for our schoolchildren. 

Otherwise, our schools – and our future – 
could fall off the funding cliff.

24 Century Hill Drive, Suite 200
Latham, NY 12110-2125
www.nyssba.org


