
 

 

 
 

New York’s leading education groups oppose                                
mandating a single voting day for school bond issues 

The Senate Budget plan proposes to require all votes for approval of school construction bond issues be 

conducted on the same date as budget votes and board elections – the third Tuesday in May. 

The proposal would drive up taxpayer costs, delay school construction, and further complicate the State 

Education Department’s management of these projects. 

By requiring all bond votes to be conducted on the same date, the proposal would effectively place all districts 

on the same timeline for planning projects, selling bonds, bidding the work, gaining SED approval, and 

commencing construction.  As a result, all districts would be seeking to have the same work done, by the same 

assortment of professionals, at the same time.  This would drive up the costs of school construction projects 

ultimately paid by taxpayers. 

Requiring the votes be done in May would also generally make it impossible for districts to commence 

construction in the first summer after voter approval.  Districts would face either compressed construction 

timelines and extended delays – trying to complete projects before winter, or delaying their start until the 

spring following voter approval.  Also, districts try to make use of summer months for some projects to 

minimize disruptions for students. 

Finally, mandating a single voting day would also lead toward a single timeline for all districts to submit 

projects to the State Education Department’s Office of Facilities Planning for review and approval.  That Office 

is understaffed and overwhelmed now, with processing time now running six months or longer.  This proposal 

would compound those challenges. 

Districts schedule bond votes at various times now in order to align with bidding and construction cycles, to 

maximize flexibility and manage costs. 

The members of the Educational Conference Board strongly urge that this proposal not be included in the 

state budget. 

This legislation does not apply to the “Big 5” cities and the Conference of Big 5 School Districts takes no 

position on its consideration. 


