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The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), frequently called No Child Left Behind Act 
(NCLB), holds states, school districts and schools accountable for the academic performance of all 
students regardless of economic status, race, ethnicity, proficiency in English, or disability.  This law 
technically expired in 2007; however, the provisions of the law remain in effect as long as Congress 
continues to appropriate funds to implement it. 
 
The New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA) urges Congress to reauthorize ESEA in 
a manner that improves the quality and delivery of education while ensuring districts have maximum 
flexibility to address their unique circumstances.   
 
Funding 
NYSSBA supports the full funding of all requirements under ESEA.  States and schools districts 
should not be required to spend state and local funds to implement federal mandates.   This funding 
should be made available before any new funding streams or competitive grants are financed.        
 
Standards & Accountability 
NYSSBA supports the adoption of statewide rigorous academic standards that are designed to 
provide students with the necessary skills and knowledge to be college and career ready.  However, 
NYSSBA opposes federal imposition on states of a required single set of national standards or 
curriculum.   
 
For accountability purposes, NYSSBA supports providing states with the flexibility to consider more 
than proficiency on state tests to measure student achievement.  This includes use of students’ 
academic growth or progress toward meeting standards and other measures.   
 
Teachers  
Students need highly qualified teachers who meet high professional standards, especially given the 
implementation of more rigorous standards. However, rather than focusing only on their 
qualifications when they enter the profession, NYSSBA supports other measures of educator 
effectiveness in the classroom within the definition of “highly qualified”.     
 
Reporting 
NYSSBA supports the reduction of ESEA reporting requirements.  Administrative mandates 
impose costs on districts which divert focus from the core academic program.   
 
Charter Schools and Vouchers 
NYSSBA opposes financial support, incentives or requirements in ESEA to open or expand charter 
schools.    NYSSBA believes that federal funding should be provided to support existing mandated 
programs before any federal funds are diverted for other purposes.   
 
Moreover, NYSSBA opposes any proposals to subsidize (directly or indirectly) tuition or expenses at 
nonpublic elementary and secondary schools with public dollars.   
 
For additional information, please contact NYSSBA governmental relations at 518-783-0200.   
 
 


