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International students in the U.S. under F-1 VISAs have a non-immigrant classification and may stay in the 
United States.  Some school districts have established international scholar programs to generate additional 
revenue through tuition and fees for these nonresident students, while providing all students with a richer 
cultural experience.  However, under current law, students in this country under F-1 VISAs attending public 
schools are only permitted to remain for one year.  The same students attending a private school may remain 
for their entire four year high school experience.    
 
The New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA) urges Congress to pass legislation, which would 
permit international students in the U.S. on F-1 VISAs to attend public schools for the duration of their high 
school enrollment, so long as they pay full tuition.   
 
Benefits  
Many international students are willing to pay tuition and fees to attend high school in the United States.  
Some hope a U.S. high school experience and immersion in the English language will help them gain 
admission to U.S. colleges and universities.  Tuition paid by international students adds revenue to school 
budgets without burdening taxpayers, and the school community is enriched by increased cultural diversity.   
 
For example, over the last six years, Newcomb Central School District in the Adirondacks has hosted 61 
students from 25 countries.1  These students benefit from the cultural and educational advantages of being 
exposed to international customs and languages, while the school district gains with additional revenue 
through the full tuition and fees paid by each international student.  
 
Many Canadian public school districts actively recruit international students whose parents are willing to pay 
full tuition and fees for their children to be educated in Canada.  Minors in grades 9-12 can apply for 
Canadian study permits which are normally valid for the length of the time of studies plus 90 days.2  
According to a November 2013 report commissioned by the Canadian province of British Columbia (B.C.), 
nearly 10,000 international students attended B.C. K-12 public schools in 2011-12, bringing in $139 million in 
revenue from tuition and fees.3    However, just over the border in Upstate New York, students must either 
limit their stay or take their tuition dollars to private institutions.   
 
NYSSBA urges Congress to provide F-1 VISA parity between public and private schools.  For additional 
information, please contact NYSSBA governmental relations at 518-783-0200. 

                                                           
1 2013-14 School Year.  Newcomb Central School District.  PowerPoint presentation.  Web. 
 
2 Government of Canada.  Minor Children - Study in Canada.  
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/study/study-minors.asp?_ga=1.261725453.1057836121.1420030606. 
 
3 Kunin, Rosyln.  "Update on the Economic Impact of International Education in British 
Columbia."  November 2013.  http://www.bccie.bc.ca/about/publications/update2013-economic-
impact. 
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