
 

 

Priority Issues 
 

State Financial Support for Public Schools 

NYSSBA seeks a minimum $2.3 billion increase in support for public schools in 2016-17, with a 
$1.5 billion increase in Foundation Aid, the full restoration of the Gap Elimination Adjustment 
(GEA) $434 million and the full funding of expense-based aids. NYSSBA also seeks state support 
for districts faced with enrollment spikes, increased funding to support English language learners, 
and $300 million to eliminate the state’s prior year claims list.  

The Executive proposal includes full funding of expense-based aids, but provides only $266 million 
in additional Foundation Aid, $189 million in GEA restoration, and $18.6 million to pay down prior 
year claims. 

Property Tax Cap 

NYSSBA seeks amendments to the property tax cap calculation to make the allowable growth factor 
a flat 2%; exempt BOCES capital expenditures from the calculation of the cap; include PILOT 
properties in the tax base growth factor; account for enrollment growth in the calculation; allow any 
proposal beyond the capped levy amount to be advanced as a separate proposition requiring 
majority approval, and prohibit negative tax caps. 

Struggling Schools/Community Schools 

NYSSBA seeks to amend the Executive’s $100 million community schools proposal to allow the 
funds to be used by struggling schools to implement their full turnaround plans. 

Charter Schools  

NYSSBA opposes the Executive’s proposal to divert state dollars for the support of charter schools 
and increase the charter school tuition rate for any district. 

Education Tax Credit  

NYSSBA strongly opposes all proposals to create an Education Tax Credit or to establish vouchers 
for nonpublic schools.  

Career and Technical Education  

NYSSBA requests that the aidable cap on BOCES salaries for CTE teachers, with a simultaneous 
increase in special services aid for non-component districts and the Big 5. 

Prekindergarten  

NYSSBA seeks to amend the Executive proposal to support the expansion of prekindergarten 
programs to all districts that want to offer them. Rather than limiting expansion to the new three 
year old seats proposed by the Executive, we recommend that funding for expiring grant programs 
as well as any new funding, be transitioned to the current law Foundation Aid formula authorizing 
all districts to add seats for all eligible students.. We also call for expenses associated with 
prekindergarten transportation to be aidable to the same extent as all other K-12 transportation. 


