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Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 4-104 of the Election Law is amended to read as follows:    
 
3.  A building exempt from taxation shall be used whenever possible as a polling place if it is situated 
in the same or a contiguous election district, and may contain as many distinctly separate polling 
places as public convenience may require. The expense, if any, incidental to its use, shall be paid like 
the expense of other places of registration and voting. If a board or body empowered to designate 
polling places chooses a public school building for such purpose, the board or agency which 
controls such building must make available a room or rooms in such building which are suitable for 
registration and voting and which are as close as possible to a convenient entrance to such building 
and must make available any such room or rooms which the board or body designating such 
building determines are accessible to physically disabled voters as provided in subdivision one-a; 
provided, however, not later than thirty days after a public school building receives notice of 
its designation as a polling place, the board or agency controlling such building may file a 
written request for a cancellation of such designation. Upon receipt of such request, the 
board or body empowered to so designate shall cancel such designation. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of any general, special or local law, if a board or body empowered to designate polling 
places chooses a publicly owned or leased building, other than a public school building, for such 
purposes the board or body which controls such building must make available a room or rooms in 
such building which are suitable for registration and voting and which are as close as possible to a 
convenient entrance to such building, and must make available any such room or rooms which the 
board or body designating such building determines are accessible to physically disabled voters 
unless, not later than thirty days after notice of its designation as a polling place, the board or body 
controlling such building, files a written request for a cancellation of such designation with the board 
or body empowered to designate polling places on such form as shall be provided by the board or 
body making such designation. The board or body empowered to so designate shall, within twenty 
days after such request is filed, determine whether the use of such building as a polling place would 
unreasonably interfere with the usual activities conducted in such building and upon such 
determination, may cancel such designation.  
 

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.  
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BILL NUMBER:  
  
SPONSOR:  
 
TITLE OF BILL:   
 
An act to amend the election law, in relation to school buildings being used polling locations  
  
PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL:   
 
To provide public school districts the authority to decline a school building’s designation as a polling 
location  
  
SUMMARY OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS: 
  
Section one – Amends subdivision 3 of section 4-104 of the election law to allow public school 
buildings when designated a polling location to file a written request of cancellation  
 
Section two - Sets forth the effective date  
  
JUSTIFICATION:   
 
There has been growing concern regarding public school buildings being used as polling locations 
for non-district elections. When school buildings are used as polling locations they are open to the 
public and schools are unable to track who has access to their facilities. Many school districts are 
concerned about this amount of unfettered access. Election law section 4-104 states that if a public 
school building is designated as a polling location they are required to make available room in their 
facilities. This amendment would allow school districts the authority to decline this designation by 
filing a written request of cancellation. The ability to decline this designation is needed for school 
districts to maximize the safety of the students in their school while also protecting disruption to the 
academic day.  
  
PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:  
 
New Bill 
  
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:   
 
None 
  
EFFECTIVE DATE:   
 
This act shall take effect immediately 
 




