
 

 

 

 

August 8, 2016 
 
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of New York State 
NYS State Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12244 
 

      Re:  S.2210-B, Larkin / A.3379-A, Cusick 

Authorizes school districts to grant the Cold War veterans’ real property tax exemption 

Dear Governor Cuomo, 

The New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA) opposes the above referenced legislation in its 
current form and, absent an amendment, encourages your veto. 
 
This bill would include school property taxes as part of the Cold War veterans property tax exemption. All 
property owners who served in the armed forces from September 1945 through December 1991 would be 
eligible for thousands of dollars in new property tax exemptions. It is NYSSBA’s position that any new property 
tax exemption enacted by the state should be funded by the state, rather than the local taxpayer. 
 
In late 2013, a state law was enacted that authorized the extension of an existing alternative veterans tax 
exemption to include school property taxes. This exemption, when applied, effectively reduces the amount of 
property taxes otherwise paid by residential property owners who served during periods of conflict from World 
War II through the first Persian Gulf conflict. Prior to this change, the alternative veterans tax exemption was 
only applicable to county, city, town and village taxes.  
 
Because there is no state financial support, if and when such exemptions are offered by a school district to 
eligible residents, school districts are placed in the difficult position of either cutting programs and services 
available to their students in order to accommodate the reduced revenue or raising taxes on the remaining 
residential and commercial taxpayers, many of whom are ill-positioned to afford it. Because the exemption is 
only available to residential taxpayers, commercial taxpayers can only be negatively impacted. This can be 
challenging for school districts, especially in areas of the state already experiencing dwindling commercial 
investment. 
  
Many school boards want to be able to recognize veterans for their selfless service and dedication. At the same 
time, it is important for tax policies to be fair to all residents of the state. A state funded veterans property tax 
exemption program achieves the goal of providing such a benefit to veterans without shifting the resulting tax 
burden to other residential and commercial taxpayers within the district. There is already precedence for this 
type of state financial support by way of the current School Tax Relief (STAR) program.  
 
NYSSBA supports the intent of this legislation, recognizing our servicemen and women, but feels strongly that 
such exemptions should be supported by state funds, instead of the redistribution of the local tax burden. We 
ask that this bill, and any future property tax exemption proposals, be amended to include appropriate state 
financial support. 
 



For these reasons, NYSSBA opposes this legislation as drafted. If you require any additional information, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at 518-783-0200. 
 

Sincerely,  

 

Julie M. Marlette 

Director of Governmental Relations 

 

Cc: Senator William Larkin, Jr. 
Assemblymember Michael Cusick 

 Alphonso David 
 Joe Conroy  

Jere Hochman  
Terry Pratt  
Jamie Frank  
Daniel Fuller  
Caroline Gold  

 

 

 


