
 

 

2017 Assembly Budget Proposal 
 

State Aid 
 
The Assembly proposal would increase school aid by $1.8 billion over 2016-17. The majority of the 
increase would be driven through a $1.4 billion increase in Foundation Aid. The proposal would also 
fully-fund expense-based aids. In addition, the Assembly includes $15 million in grants to support 
services for English language learner (ELL) students. 
 
Foundation Aid 
 
The Assembly proposal rejects the Executive’s proposed repeal of the Foundation Aid formula and, 
instead, commits to a four-year phase-in of the formula. Their proposed $1.4 billion Foundation Aid 
increase would use student poverty rate as a key determinant in distribution. The proposal also 
guarantees that all districts receive at least 50% of their formula-based Foundation Aid amount. 
 
The Assembly also offers multiple changes to the Foundation Aid formula itself.  It uses Small Area 
Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE) data to replace 2000 census poverty figures, adjusts the 
floor of the Income Wealth Index (IWI) to better recognize district wealth and updates the Regional 
Cost Index. Their proposal also rejects the Executive’s proposal to transition to the use of “direct 
certification” methods to more accurately capture Free and Reduced Price Lunch (FRPL) counts.   
 
Community Schools 
 
The Assembly proposal removes community school funding as a set-aside within Foundation Aid 
and instead funds it as a separate aid category. The proposal would provide approximately $150 
million statewide, following the exact distribution of the $100 million included in the 2016-17 
enacted state budget and the $50 million included in the Executive’s 2017-18 proposal. 
 
Tax Cap 
 
The Assembly proposal would codify the permissive changes to the tax cap originally made in 2015, 
counting expenses related to BOCES capital and facilities costs in a district’s capital exclusion and 
including properties under a PILOT agreement in a district’s tax base growth factor. The proposal 
would also prohibit negative tax caps. 
 
Charter Schools 
 
The Assembly proposal rejects the Executive’s charter school proposals, including the removal of 
the regional cap on the number of charters that can operate in New York City, allowing charters that 



 

 

had previously been revoked to be reissued, the unfreezing charter school basic tuition and 
proposed changes to co-location requirements. The Assembly proposal would also allow the charter 
school supplemental tuition provisions to expire. 
 
The Assembly proposal would also establish a number of new accountability measures for charter 
schools that would provide greater parity with public schools as well as an increase oversight and 
reporting requirements. This includes adding new categories of students for enrollment and 
retention targets, and makes compliance with these targets a very significant factor in charter renewal 
decisions. The proposal would establish greater penalties, including financial penalties, for failure to 
meet these enrollment and retention targets, and provides specific measures for how charters are to 
meet the required targets 
 
Prekindergarten 
 
The Assembly proposal would accept, with some modifications, the Executive’s proposal to begin 
the process of consolidating of state funded prekindergarten programs.  The Assembly accepted the 
Executive’s proposal for the required adoption of NYS early learning standards, as well as the 
adoption of approved quality indicators as a condition of receiving prekindergarten funding. The 
Assembly’s proposal amends the Executive’s proposal to provide $50M (vs $5 million in the 
Executive Proposal) in grant funding for 3 & 4 year old prekindergarten.  
 
Mid-Year Budget Adjustment Authority 
 
The Assembly rejects the Executive’s proposal to grant the state Division of Budget unilateral 
authority to make mid-year changes to the state budget in response to revenue shortfalls. 
 
Mayoral Control  
 
The Assembly proposal would amend the Executive’s proposal by extending mayoral control in 
New York City for 7 years. 
 
Early College High Schools  
 
The Assembly accepts the Executive's proposal of $5.3M for early college high schools, but modifies 
it to allow the State Education Department to allocate funds on an as needed basis instead of the 
current RFP process. It also allocates $461,000 to restore funding to Bard High School Early College 
Queens. 
 
Division of Human Rights Oversight 
 
The Assembly proposal accepts Executive’s proposal to expand the jurisdiction of the Division of 
Human Rights over students attending public school districts and BOCES.  
 
Special Act School Districts 
 



 

 

The Assembly proposal includes a 4% rate increase for Special Act School Districts. In addition 
Special Act school districts would be among a number of groups eligible to access $5 million in 
capital funding. Finally the, Assembly proposal would authorize the State Education Department to 
establish multiple tuition methodologies. 
 
Career and Technical Education 
 
The Assembly’s proposal would increase the aidable salary cap for BOCES teachers. This increase 
would be phased in over four years with $34,000 in the 2017-18 school year, $40,000 in the 2018-19 
school year, $46,000 in the 2019-20 school year and $52,000 in the 2020-12 school year. For non-
component districts, the Assembly’s proposal would phase-in the inclusion of 9th graders in the 
pupil count used for to determine special services aid. 
 
Struggling Schools  
 
The Assembly’s proposal would mandate the immediate release of previously appropriated funding 
for persistently struggling schools.   
 
Recovery High Schools 
 
The Assembly rejects the Executive’s proposal to create two recovery high schools. 
 
School Safety 
 
The Assembly accepts the Executive’s proposal of $300,000 in funds to be used to provide a wide 
array of school-based cyberbullying prevention strategies. 
 
Empire State After School Program  
 
The Assembly modifies the Executive’s proposal  to award $35 million for the establishment of after 
school programs. Eligible districts include those located in the Empire State Poverty Reduction 
Initiative zones (ESPRI) and those who meet other  measures of student poverty, including free and 
reduced price lunch counts. The Assembly proposal would also allow SED to allocate funding based 
on need, rather than through an RFP process.  
 
Partial Payments of Property Taxes  
 
The Assembly’s proposal modifies the Executive proposal to allow taxpayers to make partial 
payments against their property tax bill. Instead of requiring specific action by the taxing entity to 
disallow partial payments, as the Executive proposes, the Assembly would require specific action to 
allow such payments. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

STAR  
 
The Assembly proposal rejects the Executive’s proposal to cap the annual growth in STAR benefits 
at 0%. The Assembly's proposal leaves the annual cap at 2%. The proposal also repeals the new 
STAR credit after 2017-18, returning STAR to an exemption. 
 
 
 


