
 

 

2016 NYSSBA End of Session Analysis  

Key Issues: 

S.8158 (O'Mara)/A.10740 (Rules (Lupardo)): A Governor’s program bill was approved by 

both houses that would require school districts to periodically test the drinking water in their 

occupied buildings for lead contamination. The final bill includes partial funding for testing and 

remediation; and authorizes the inclusion of these tests in the already required building condition 

surveys conducted every five years.  

S.8159 (Flanagan)/A.10741 (Rules (Farrell)): This end of session deal included language that 

delays the deadline for approved APPR plans under section 3012-d until December 31, 2016. 

This bill would also extend Mayoral Control of the New York City School District for one year 

while imposing some additional reporting requirements on the school district. Finally, this bill 

includes language that would allow charter schools a brief window in which to change 

authorizers, while also empowering the SUNY Board of Trustees Charter School committee to 

regulate their own schools. 

S.8049 (Rules): This bill passed the Senate and would have made a series of changes to the 

property tax cap, including - exempting BOCES capital costs from the tax levy limit, including 

properties under PILOT agreements in the tax base growth factor and limiting the impact of 

voter-submitted propositions on the school. 

 

NYSSBA Supported Bills that have been Signed by the Governor (as of 6/23/2016):  
 

Chapter 12 of the Laws of 2016-S.6694 (Seward)/A.9248 (Seawright): This law amended the 
expiration date of a law passed last year that authorizes school districts with 51-100 employees to 
continue participating in large group health insurance plans and not be community rated. The 
original chapter called for expiration after two years, this amendment will afford districts an 
additional year.  

 
Chapter 61 of the Laws of 2016-S.3014-A (Young)/A.1407-B (Paulin): This law provides 
that BOCES may fill all vacant board seats through appointment. Previously, in certain 
circumstances, BOCES were required to hold a special election to fill vacant board seats. This 
law enacts a NYSSBA position statement.  

 
NYSSBA Supported Bills that Passed Both Houses- Awaiting Final Action By the Governor: 
 

S.4386-A (Ranzenhofer)/A.5991-A (Crespo): This bill would establish the School Energy 
Efficiency Collaborative Act. The collaborative would be established by the New York State 
Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) in partnership with entities, 
including NYSSBA.  
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S.4737 (Carlucci)/A.6823 (Jaffee): This bill would allow school districts to collect their own 
property taxes. Currently, a town is authorized to collect property taxes on behalf of the district, 
and collect a fee for that collection, unless there is an agreement between the town and school 
district otherwise.  

 
S.7120 (Golden)/A.9715 (Abbate): This bill would authorize spouses that are both employed 
by entities participating in the New York State Health Insurance Program (NYSHIP) to accept a 
buyout from their employer. Current Department of Civil Service policy prohibits an employee 
from accepting a buyout if the employee’s spouse is also a NYSHIP enrollee.  
 
S.7869 (Martins)/A.10022 (Otis): This bill would extend the ability of local governments to 
donate surplus computer equipment to schools through the State Education Department's 
C.R.E.A.T.E. Programs 
 
S.7958 (Marchione)/A.6959-A (Galef): This bill would allow school districts to inform the 
news media of upcoming public meetings using electronic means.  

 
NYSSBA Opposed Bills that Passed Both Houses- Awaiting Final Action: 
 

S.2210-B (Larkin)/A.3379-A (Cusick): This bill would authorize school districts to grant the 
Cold War veterans tax exemption to eligible property taxpayers within their school district. This 
exemption would be in addition to the alternative veterans exemption approved in 2013. The bill 
includes no reimbursement or other state funding mechanism. NYSSBA members have 
approved a position statement calling for the state to assume responsibility for subsiding 
veterans’ tax exemptions. 
 
S.2448-A (Farley)/A.639-A (Abinanti): This bill would require school districts inform retirees 
of any proposed changes to their health insurance plan at least 90 days before such changes 
would take place.  
 
S.3344-B (Lanza)/A.3880-B (Nolan): This bill would require the State Education Department 
to create a process for school districts to report their compliance with physical education 
requirements. If any school in the district is not in compliance the Superintendent must prepare 
a corrective action plan to be reviewed and approved by the board of education at a public 
meeting. Districts that fail to comply with the reporting requirements would be listed on the 
Department’s website.  

 
S.4842-A (Martins)/A.6140-A (Lavine): This bill would authorize schools to grant the 
previously approved alternative veterans property tax exemption to individuals who served as a 
Reserve member of the armed forces and were activated under Operation Graphic Hand. This 
operation was in response to a United States Postal Service strike in March 1970. The bill 
includes no reimbursement or other state funding mechanism. NYSSBA members have 
approved a position statement calling for the state to assume responsibility for subsiding 
veterans’ tax exemptions. 
 
S.5795-A (Marcellino)/A.7675-A (Buchwald): This bill, introduced at the request of the State 
Comptroller, would require school districts to include additional information in the property tax 
report card relating to each reserve fund the school district has established. The bill would 
further require boards of education to adopt a resolution to pay or transfer monies into any 
reserve fund.  
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S.5984-C (Golden)/A.8019-C (O’Donnell): This bill would require the New York City School 
District to provide certain employees of private bus contractors with labor protections, a New 
York City only provision that has local support. However, this bill would also exclude certain 
equipment purchases by private contractors from sales taxes, and change the index for 
calculating the cap on transportation contract cost increases from the Consumer Price Index for 
all Urban Consumers (CPI-U) to the Employment Cost Index (ECI) on a statewide basis.  

 
S.6046-A (Marcellino)/A.3887-B (Nolan): This bill would update state health education 
standards to include mental health in order for health education programs to recognize the 
multiple dimensions of health.  

 
S.6906 (Ranzenhofer)/A.10136 (Cusick): This bill would prohibit public owners, including 
school districts, from rejecting late claims submitted by construction project contractors unless 
the failure to provide a timely claim has materially harmed the school district. 

 
Local Bills that Passed Both Houses with NYSSBA Support: 

 
S.6445 (Marcellino)/A.10082 (Lupinacci): This bill would restore transportation aid to the 
Cold Spring Harbor Central School District that it lost due to a clerical error.  
 
S.6876 (Griffo)/A.9412 (Brindisi): This bill would authorize the Vernon Verona Sherrill 
central school district to establish an insurance reserve fund to make payments relating to self-
funded health insurance programs. The legislation also includes certain public transparency 
provisions relating to this reserve fund.  
 
S.6930 (DeFrancisco)/A.9516 (Magnarelli): This bill would authorize the City of Syracuse 
and the Syracuse City School District to refinance bonding related to the Syracuse Joint School 
Construction Board. If enacted, the city and the district could use savings to continue to 
rehabilitate school buildings.  

 
S.7290 (Robach)/A.9758 (Morelle): This bill would authorize the Rochester Joint Schools 
Construction Board to utilize two multi-year cost allowances within the first five-year period, 
which would lead to a more efficient use of resources and save money.  
 
S.7325-B (Griffo)/A.10016-B (Blankenbush): This bill would authorize the Lowville Central 
School District to create, fund and use an energy system tax stabilization reserve fund.  

 
S.7344-A (Boyle)/A.9894-A (Garbarino): This bill would provide aid to the Islip Union Free 
School District to reimburse the district for aid withheld due to the late filing of final cost 
reports for capital improvement projects.  

 
S.7459-A (Stewart-Cousins)/A.9932-A (Mayer): This bill would establish the Yonkers City 
School District joint schools construction and modernization act to provide financing for the 
upgrade of Yonkers school facilities.  
 
S.7756 (Bonacic)/A.10196 (Skoufis): This bill would authorize Minisink Valley Central School 
District to create, fund and use an insurance reserve fund. The legislation also includes certain 
public transparency provisions relating to this reserve fund.  
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S.7852 (Marchione)/A.10270 (Barrett): This would allow the Berkshire Union Free School 
District to operate at a leased facility in Hudson, New York.  

 
S.7992 (LaValle)/A.10561 (Thiele): This bill would allow the Sag Harbor Union Free School 
District to ask voters for the authority to use bond proceeds for a capital project that differs 
from the project for which the funds were previously approved.  

 
S.8131 (Carlucci)/A.10723 (Jaffee): This bill would provide $3 million in additional aid to the 
East Ramapo Central School District. This funding may only be used to reimburse the district 
for new expenditures to benefit public school students. Receipt of the funding is conditional on 
the development of a long term strategic academic fiscal plans which must be approved by the 
Commissioner of Education. The bill would also increase oversight over the district's finances 
and budgetary decisions by the Commissioner and a state appointed monitoring team.  

 
NYSSBA Supported bills that Passed One House: 
 

S.33-A (DeFrancisco)/A.3547-A (Nolan)*: This bill would increase the BOCES district 
superintendent salary cap. This bill passed the Senate.  
 
S.415 (Marcellino): This bill would authorize school districts to continue a suspension of a 
transferring student suspended in a previous school district if the term of the original suspension 
had not expired. This bill passed the Senate. 

 
S.430-A (Gallivan)/A.2800-A (Lentol)*: This bill would make all threats of mass violence 
against school grounds a felony in New York State, providing parity with threats of fire, an 
explosion or the release of a hazardous substance which are currently felonies. This bill passed 
the Senate.  
 
S.1052 (Ranzenhofer)/A.10363 (Galef) & 
S.1051 (Ranzenhofer)/A.4345 (Schimminger) & 
S.7155 (Seward)*: These bills would make changes to the internal audit function requirement in 
order to reduce the impact of this mandate on school districts. Each of these bills passed the 
Senate.  

 
S.2295 (Griffo)/A.2338-A (Brindisi)*: This bill would require that any new mandate on school 
districts and local governments that resulted in an increase in costs to be funded by the state. 
This bill passed the Senate.  
 
S.2968 (Funke)/A.4899 (Walter)*: This bill would restrict unfunded mandates from taking 
effect until the following year for which the school district budget was adopted. This bill passed 
the Senate.  

 
S.3357-A (Boyle)/A.1098-A (Gunther): This bill would eliminate earnings limitations for 
retired police officers serving as school resource officers or other types of school safety officers. 
This bill passed the Senate.  

 
S.5405-A (Farley): This bill would authorize school districts to require a student to perform 
community service as an alternative, or in conjunction with a suspension. This bill passed the 
Senate. 
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S.5846 (Larkin)/A.8163 (Gunther)*: This bill would authorize school districts to establish 
voting wards for the purpose of electing members to the board of education. A board resolution 
and a vote of the public would be required prior to establishing wards. 
 
S.7070-B (Carlucci)/A.8692-B (Zebrowski)*: This bill would provide districts with additional 
aid over a period of five years to transition to a full-day kindergarten program. This bill passed 
the Assembly. 
 
S.7299 (Funke)/A.9592 (Lavine): This bill would provide transportation aid forgiveness for 
school districts by ratifying transportation contracts that had otherwise been denied due to 
inadvertent and minor clerical or technical errors. This bill passed the Senate.  

 
S.7920 (Ritchie)*: This bill would  increase the aidable salary cap for BOCES Career and 
Technical Education teachers by connecting aid more closely to the actual cost of providing 
such services. 

 
NYSSBA Opposed Bills that were Stopped from Enactment: 

 
S.248-B (Martins)/A.1470-B (Cusick) & 
S.7142 (Martins)/A.9741 (Cusick):  These bills would attempt to address the desire parents 

who are unable to transport their children to school to instead have the district transport them, 

even if the student lives within the nonaidable “walking” radius. The version that passed the 

Senate only (S.248-B) would have allowed for a range of reasons for this request, while the 

version that advanced through the Assembly Education Committee only (A.9741) would have 

limited these requests for reasons of medical hardship.  

S.1625 (O’Mara)/A.4358 (Palmesano): This bill would mandate instruction in physical 
education courses for grades nine through twelve in hunting, fishing and outdoor education in 
schools if ten or more students requested the course. This bill would also require that the State 
Education Department and the Department of Environmental Conservation establish the 
curriculum for the course. This bill passed the Senate only. 

 
S.1871-A (Lavalle)/A.2025-A (Thiele) & S.1604 (Bonacic): These bills would restrict the 
dates when districts could hold bond propositions for capital construction projects. Both of 
these bills passed the Senate only. 

 
S.1947-B (Klein)/A.90-B (Dinowitz): This bill would require the Commissioner of Education 
to conduct a review of the need for instruction in the prevention of child sexual abuse and 
exploitation for students in grades kindergarten through eight and make a recommendation to 
the Board of Regents on whether or not to mandate such curriculum. This bill passed the Senate 
only.  
 
S.1976-A (Golden)*: The bill would establish the Education Investment Incentives Act, 
creating an education tax credit for contributions to private and non-public schools and other 
education organizations. The credit system would divert up to $300 million per year away from 
the state’s general fund. This bill passed the Senate only. 
 
S.2245-C (Carlucci)/A.5347-B (Cusick)*: This bill would authorize school districts to grant 
the “eligible funds” veterans property tax exemption without providing any reimbursement or 
other state funding mechanism. This bill passed the Senate only. 
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S.2924 (DeFrancisco)/A.4266 (Cusick): This bill would require school districts and other 
public entities to release retainage held on construction projects for work done by 
subcontractors after no more than 60 days. This bill passed the Senate only.  

 
S.3134-B (Croci)/A.4455-B (Ramos)*: This bill would include all active duty service members 
among those eligible for the alternative veterans’ property tax exemption without providing any 
reimbursement or other state funding mechanism. This bill passed the Senate only.  

 
S.4631 (Lanza)/A.342 (Rosenthal): This bill would require the New York City Department of 
Education to replace all lighting fixtures constructed between 1950-1978, exempting school 
buildings that have already replaced these lighting fixtures with fixtures that do not contain 
PCBs. In addition this bill would require the testing of each new fixture following their 
replacement for the presence of PCBs, and these test results would be required to be posted on 
the NYC DOE website. This bill passed the Senate only. 

 
S.4787-A (Funke)/A.6040-B (Stirpe): This legislation would have mandated all public school 
districts close to students on general election day, but allow for required staff attendance and 
professional development days. This bill did not see any action in either house.  

 
S.6315-A (DeFrancisco)/A.9868-A (Cusick): This bill would restrict when school districts and 
other public owners could hold retainage on construction projects.. The bill originally passed the 
Senate only, but was recalled by the Senate.   

  
S.7457 (Marcellino)/A.9761 (Dilan): This bill would place school districts and BOCES under 
the jurisdiction of the Human Rights Law. This bill passed the Senate only.  

 
S.7846 (Avella)/A.9941 (Davila): This bill would require the participation of all school districts 
in the diversion services process for Persons in Need of Supervision petitions. This bill passed 
the Senate only. 
 
Other Bills of Interest:  

 
S.5804-A (Serino)/A.8105-A (Barrett): This bill would require the Commissioner of Education 
in collaboration with the Commissioners of Environmental Conservation and Health to develop 
instructional tools and materials for school district and libraries relating to Lyme disease and 
tick-borne infections to use at local discretion.  This bill passed both houses. 

 
S.7967 (Martins)/A.10578 (Titus): This bill would require the Department of Labor to 
provide forward-facing employment data including current and projected employment 
opportunities in the state to school district and BOCES that offer career education programs. 
This bill passed both houses. 

 
S.7997 (Robach)/A.6961-A (Miller): This bill would require all public schools and charter 
schools to post the telephone number for the Office of Children and Family Services to receive 
reports of child abuse or neglect as well as post directions for accessing that agency’s website. 
This bill passed both houses. 
 
*A star denotes that if enacted the bill would enact legislation consistent with a NYSSBA position statement.  


