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2018 NYSSBA End of Session Analysis  

* An asterisk denotes that if signed the bill would enact legislation consistent with a specific NYSSBA position 

statement.  

Key Issues 

BOCES DS Salary Cap Update, (*S.3203-A (DeFrancisco)/A.2112-A (Nolan)): This bill would 

update the cap on BOCES district superintendents’ salaries from 98% of the Commissioner of 

Education’s 2003-04 salary to 98% of the Commissioner’s 2018-19 salary. The cap would continue 

to limit annual growth in salary to no more than six percent over the previous year.  

BOCES Capital Expenditure Exclusion (*S.7730 (Murphy)/A.9825 (Galef): This bill would 

make an adjustment to the property tax cap by clarifying that a school district’s costs related to 

BOCES capital be treated in the same manner as the district’s own capital costs, which are exempted 

from the tax cap calculation. Such an adjustment would remove the disincentive for school districts 

to invest in updating and expanding BOCES facilities. This bill is similar to language first enacted in 

2015, which permitted the state Department of Taxation and Finance to make this adjustment 

administratively. This bill would remove the permissive nature of the 2015 version and require the 

adjustment to be made. A similar version of this bill was vetoed in 2017. This version addresses the 

concerns expressed in the veto message by requiring a BOCES capital project be approved by voters 

in order for the costs to be exempted from the tax cap. 

Annual Professional Performance Review (APPR): Multiple proposals were introduced that 

would make significant changes to APPR.  One passed the Assembly (S.8301 (Marcellino)/A.10475 

(Nolan)), which would have eliminated the mandate to use student test scores in APPR, and required 

districts to collectively bargain what assessment would be used. One bill also passed the Senate 

(S.8992, Flanagan), that would have repealed the current APPR laws and made evaluations 

completely subject to collective bargaining. However, the Senate bill would have also increased the 

charter school cap, reduced state oversight of nonpublic schools, given the Division of Human 

Rights oversight over public school students and reduced education probationary periods. 

Ultimately, no agreement was reached, and each house only passed their own proposal.  

School Safety and Security: School safety was a frequently discussed topic this session but never 

really seemed to find common ground in the legislature. Most notably, the Governor proposed and 

the Assembly passed a bill (A.11148 (Simon)), which would establish extreme risk protection orders 

as a court-issued order of protection prohibiting a person from purchasing, possessing or attempting 

to purchase or possess a firearm, rifle or shotgun and would authorize school employees to petition 

for a temporary extreme risk protection order. The Senate did not take up or introduce this bill. 

However, the Senate advanced an extensive package of bills that ranged from funding for school 

resource officers, to geo-mapping, to individual security devices for teachers and on and on. 
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Ultimately, the parties were unable to find any common ground and only one house bills were 

passed.  

NYSSBA Supported Bills that have been Signed by the Governor (as of 6/25/2018):  

Chapter 70 of the Laws of 2018 - S.8164 (Marchione)/A.10347 (Magnarelli): This law extends 

for five years (until 2023) the authority for school districts, BOCES and other local governments to 

accept bids and offers for purchase contracts and public sales of bonds in an electronic format.   

NYSSBA Supported Bills that have been Vetoed by the Governor (as of 6/25/2018):  

*S.700-B (Carlucci)/A.1625-B (Zebrowski): This bill would provide five years of transition aid 

for school districts transitioning to full-day kindergarten. An alternative version of this bill was 

adopted as a part of the 2018 state budget that extends the transition aid to three years.  

NYSSBA Supported Bills that Passed Both Houses- Awaiting Final Action by the Governor: 

S.367-B (Little)/A.2954-B (McDonald): This bill would give school districts the authority, if they 

chose, to contribute towards the compensation of school crossing guards. NYSSBA advocated for 

the current amended version of the bill to ensure that the authority would only exist if school district 

support would lead to an increase in the number of crossing guards. Currently, only municipal police 

departments can employ school crossing guards.  

S.2701 (Parker)/A.2381 (Gottfried): This bill would authorize the Commissioner of Health to 

make grants to not-for-profit organizations and elementary, secondary and postsecondary schools to 

be used to help pay for the costs of conducting local blood drives. 

*S.2947-A (Little)/A.1541-B (Jenne): This bill would extend authorization (through 2021) 

providing municipalities greater flexibility and cost savings by permitting certain shared purchasing 

among school districts, BOCES and other levels of government. 

S.4530-A (Murphy)/A.5618-A (Abinanti): This bill would authorize the Commissioners of 

Education and Social Services to develop separate reimbursement methodologies for tuition and 

maintenance of approved private schools and special act school districts.  

S.6551-C (Jacobs)/A.7966-C (Peoples-Stokes): This bill would shift the reimbursement schedule 

for charter school supplemental tuition for districts outside the City of New York to a current 

school year reimbursement.  

S.6597-B (Serino)/A.8382-B (Galef): This bill would require law enforcement to inform a school 

district if an employee of the district has been accused of a sex offense.  

S.7432-A (Breslin)/A.9040-A (Fahy): This bill would amend education law in relation to the 

elections of members to the board of education of the Albany City School District to be technically 

consistent with Chapter 84 of the laws of 2017. 
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S.7855 (Marchione)/A.10348 (Magnarelli): This bill would extend for five years (until 2023) the 

authority for school districts, BOCES and other local governments to finance the cost of certain tax 

certiorari judgements.  

S.7856-A (Marchione)/A.10349 (Magnarelli): This bill would extend for three years (until 2021) 

some rules related to debt, including the ability to make the first payment on a bond two years after 

its date of issuance.  

S.8557-A (Golden)/A.10676 (Abbate): This bill would extend to June 30th, 2019, the current 7% 

statutory rate of interest used to determine employer's contributions for the New York City 

Employees' Retirement System, Teachers' Retirement System, Board of Education Retirement 

System, Police Pension Fund and Fire Department Pension Fund. 

S.8749 (Sepulveda)/A.381 (Nolan): This bill would require the Commissioner of Education to 

collect data about students attending career education programs. 

S.8995 (Seward)/A.11014 (Cook): This bill would extend, for an additional five years, provisions 

allowing for the sale of stop loss coverages to small groups and exempt certain municipal 

corporations, including school districts with 51-100 employees, from small group rating standards. 

NYSSBA Opposed Bills that Passed Both Houses- Awaiting Final Action by the Governor: 

S.5714 (Avella)/A.7557 (Davila): This bill would require school districts to be notified of court 

petitions for persons in need of supervision (PINS) that claim educational issues (truancy or 

misbehavior) and to provide information in these cases. In addition, it would allow education 

officials in the City of New York to initiate such petitions. 

S.6686 (Ranzenhofer)/A.7945-A (Kim): This bill would make it easier for contractors, 

subcontractors and material suppliers to collect damages from school districts and other public 

owners for actions related to delays on construction projects. 

S.8118 (Tedisco)/A.10337 (Abinanti): This bill would require that school districts, BOCES and 

other local governments provide notice at least 30 days in advance to retired employees, officers or 

their families, of any changes in premium or coverage to existing health insurance contracts they 

plan to adopt.  

S.8841 (Helming)/A.10097 (Woerner): This bill would authorize the creation of a property tax 

exemption for six years for the replanting or crop expansion of hopyards. NYSSBA requested the 

bill be amended to include state reimbursement for districts that offer the exemption. 

Local Bills that Passed Both Houses with NYSSBA Support - Awaiting Final Action by the 

Governor: 

S.7054 (Murphy)/A.10753 (Galef): This bill would provide building aid “amnesty” to the Hendrick 

Hudson Central School District and allow the district to retain building aid that is slated to be 

recaptured by the state due to the late filing of the final cost report for an approved building project.  
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S.7383 (Young)/A.9730 (Goodell): This bill would provide building aid “amnesty” to the Panama 

Central School District and allow the district to retain building aid that is slated to be recaptured by 

the state due to the late filing of the final cost report for an approved building project. 

S.8178 (Bonacic)/A.10454 (Gunther): This bill would provide building aid “amnesty” to the 

Roscoe Central School District and allow the district to retain building aid that is slated to be 

recaptured by the state due to the late filing of the final cost report for an approved building project. 

S.8730 (Ritchie)/A.10752 (Barclay): This bill would provide the Fulton City School District with 

transportation aid “forgiveness” and allow the district to receive transportation aid that would 

otherwise be withheld by the state, due to a minor clerical error upon submission of a transportation 

contract.  

S.8763 (DeFrancisco)/A.10705 (Stirpe): This bill would provide building aid “amnesty” to the 

North Syracuse Central School District and allow the district to retain building aid that is slated to 

be recaptured by the state due to the late filing of the final cost report for an approved building 

project.  

S.8764-A (Phillips)/A.10824-A (D’Urso): This bill would provide the Port Washington Union 

Free School District with transportation aid “forgiveness” and allow the district to receive 

transportation aid that would otherwise be withheld by the state, due to a minor clerical error upon 

submission of a transportation contract. 

S.8802 (O’Mara)/A.10771 (Palmesano): This bill would provide the Corning City School District 

with transportation aid “forgiveness” and allow the district to receive transportation aid that would 

otherwise be withheld by the state, due to a minor clerical error upon submission of a transportation 

contract. 

S.9009 (Larkin)/A.11174 (Skoufis): This bill would provide building aid “amnesty” to the 

Newburgh Enlarged City School District and allow the district to retain building aid that is slated to 

be recaptured by the state due to the late filing of the final cost report for an approved building 

project. 

S.9010 (Larkin)/A.11175 (Skoufis): This bill would provide building aid “amnesty” to the Chester 

Union Free School District and allow the district to retain building aid that is slated to be recaptured 

by the state due to the late filing of the final cost report for an approved building project. 

NYSSBA Supported Bills that Passed One House: 

*A.7934-A (Nolan): This bill would direct the Commissioner of Education to establish a regional 

secondary school advisory council and for such council to make recommendations regarding the 

establishment of regional high schools. This bill passed the Assembly. 

A.10538 (Abinanti): This bill would ensure that local municipalities conducting elections have 

access to election equipment from county boards of election at a reasonable expense. This bill 

passed the Assembly. 
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S.515 (Young)/A.3823 (Nolan): This bill would authorize BOCES to create a reserve fund for 

workers’ compensation costs. School districts already have this authority. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.550 (Young): This bill would provide building aid “amnesty” to the Mount Morris Central School 

District and allow the district to retain building aid that is slated to be recaptured by the state due to 

the late filing of the final cost report for an approved building project. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.656 (Boyle): This bill would provide building aid “amnesty” to the Islip Union Free School 

District and allow the district to retain building aid that is slated to be recaptured by the state due to 

the late filing of the final cost report for an approved building project. This bill passed the Senate.   

S.692-D (Ortt)/A.1132-D (Rosenthal): This bill defines the educational and experiential 

qualifications necessary for licensure and continued practice as a school psychologist. This bill 

passed the Senate.  

*S.1020 (Funke)/A.4789 (Walter): This bill would prevent state mandates from being 

implemented in school districts until after such district has passed a budget. This bill passed the 

Senate.  

*S.1058 (Carlucci)/A.2840 (Galef): This bill would simplify absentee ballots for school district 

elections, changing them to look like absentee ballots for other elections. This bill passed the 

Assembly. 

S.1146 (Marcellino): This bill would provide a school district the authority to enforce and continue 

in effect the suspension of a pupil ordered by the school district that the pupil previously attended. 

This bill passed the Senate. 

S.1280-A (Ortt)/A.11085 (Abinanti): This bill would provide broad-based building aid “amnesty” 

and allow districts to retain building aid that is slated to be recaptured by the state due to the late 

filing of the final cost report for an approved building project. This bill passed the Senate. 

*S.1293 (Marcellino)/A.8859 (Magnarelli): This bill would require businesses under PILOT 

agreements to notify school districts and other local governments with formal notice of their 

intention to challenge their property assessment. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.1311 (Marcellino): This bill would restore transportation aid to the Plainview-Old Bethpage 

Central School District that the district lost because of a clerical error on the part of the district. This 

bill passed the Senate.  

*S.1347-A (Funke)/A.5059-A (Walter): This bill would prohibit, with some limited exceptions, 

new mandates on school districts and other local governments when the mandate would result in a 

net cost increase. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.1787 (Klein): This bill would prohibit a sex offender whose victim was a child and level 3 sex 

offenders from knowingly being within 1,000 feet of a facility where pre-kindergarten or 

kindergarten instruction is provided. This bill passed the Senate. 
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S.2132 (Gallivan)/A.8522 (Galef): This bill would require that notice of transfer of a sex offender 

to a community program or residence be given to the superintendent of that school district. This bill 

passed the Senate.  

*S.2947-A (Little)/A.1541-B (Jenne): This bill would extend for two years, until 2021, the 

authority for school districts, BOCES and other local governments, to participate in cooperative 

purchasing (or “piggybacking”) on existing national contracts. This bill passed the Assembly.  

*S.2521 (Gallivan)/A.7848 (Lentol): This bill would make all threats of mass violence against a 

school a felony. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.3149-A (Lanza)/A.6538-A (Cusick): This bill would provide information on health care and 

wellness education and outreach programs for preventing sudden cardiac arrest among student 

athletes. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.3512 (Ranzenhofer)/A.1519 (Jenne): This bill would require payment be made to school districts 

educating Native American pupils within 180 days of the date that the number of Native American 

pupils educated by the district is determined by the State Education Department. This bill passed the 

Senate.  

S.3576 (Tedisco)/A.3327-C (McDonald): This bill would increase the amount a public sector 

retiree under 65 years of age may earn in public employment without a diminution of his or her 

retirement benefits from $30,000 to $35,000 annually. This bill passed the Assembly.  

S.3660-A (Griffo)/A.2578-A (Steck): This bill would allow entities included in the definition of 

municipality, such as school districts, to join a county self-funded or self-insured health plan. This 

bill passed the Senate.  

S.3849 (Valesky)/A.2536 (Jenne): This bill would authorize an electronic open auction public 

bond sale pilot program for school districts and other municipalities. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.3970 (Seward)/A.3231 (Thiele): This bill would increase the total eligible school construction 

project cost to receive building aid as a capital outlay project from $100,000 to $250,000. This bill 

passed the Senate. 

S.3875 (Ranzenhofer)/A.5736 (Bronson): This bill would provide state funding for the creation 

of a high school robotics competition to encourage study in the science, technology, engineering and 

math (STEM) fields. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.4156-A (Marcellino)/A.7211-A (Paulin): This bill would prohibit changes in assessments that 

affect payment-in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOTs) from taking effect until the start of the next school fiscal 

year. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.4476 (Akshar)/A.6710 (Lupardo): The bill would require the state to apply a school district’s 

state aid overpayment recovery to any outstanding prior year aid claims the district may have. This 

bill passed the Senate. 
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*S.4563-A (Golden)/A.7353-B (Buchwald): This bill would authorize school districts and 

BOCES to create a Teachers’ Retirement System (TRS) reserve account as a subfund of the existing 

State and Local Retirement System (ERS) reserve fund. This bill passed the Assembly.  

S.5791 (Jacobs): This bill would allow school districts and other local governments to petition for 

alternative methods of implementing regulatory mandates. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.5828 (Jacobs): This bill would require any piece of legislation containing an unfunded mandate to 

include a fiscal note describing the mandate and an estimate of its cost. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.6003-A (Marcellino)/A.8181-A (Nolan): This bill would remove the requirement to file 

specified reports regarding students with disabilities who are the children of Vietnam Veterans. This 

bill passed the Assembly. 

S.6570 (Bonacic)/A.8130 (Gunther): This bill would allow the Middletown Enlarged City School 

District to establish a health insurance reserve fund. This bill passed the Assembly.  

S.6900 (Marchione): This bill would provide the Taconic Hills Central School District with 

transportation aid “forgiveness” and allow the district to receive transportation aid that would 

otherwise be withheld by the state, due to a minor clerical error upon submission of a transportation 

contract. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.7055-A (O’Mara)/A.8738-A (Lifton): This bill would allow the Ithaca City School District to 

establish a health insurance reserve fund. This bill passed the Assembly. 

S.7183-C (Carlucci)/A.8882-C (Fahy): This bill would authorize the New York State Public 

Service Commission to monitor the practices of internet service providers and certify their 

compliance with net neutrality principles. The bill would also prohibit state and local authorities 

(including school districts), in most instances, from contracting with providers who are not in 

compliance with net neutrality principles. This bill passed the Assembly. 

S.7349 (Murphy)/A.8844 (Buchwald): This bill would allow the Bedford Central School District 

to establish a health insurance reserve fund. This bill passed the Assembly.  

S.7727 (Young)/A.10592 (Schimminger): This bill would provide broad-based building aid 

“amnesty” and allow districts to retain building aid that is slated to be recaptured by the state due to 

the late filing of the final cost report for an approved building project. This bill passed the Senate. 

*S.7790 (Croci): This bill would include security hardware and software safety technology to the list 

of expenditures eligible for building aid. This bill passed the Senate. 

*S.7791 (Gallivan)/A.10884 (Hawley): This bill would increase the salary limitations for retired 

police officers, who become employed as a school resource officers or school safety officers from 

the current $30,000 to $50,000 per year. This bill passed the Senate.  

*S.7805 (Croci): This bill would establish the school mental health services program coordinator to 

provide qualifying public and nonpublic schools with mental health services professionals. This bill 

passed the Senate. 
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S.7938 (Bonacic)/A.10290 (Gunther): This bill would allow the Fallsburg Central School District 

to receive its full Foundation Aid award for the 2016-17 school year. The district is currently slated 

to have a reduction of 1/180th of their aid because only 179 instructional days were held in that 

school year. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.8244 (Jacobs)/A.10380 (Schimminger): This bill would allow the Tonawanda City School 

District to establish a health insurance reserve fund. This bill passed the Assembly. 

S.8245 (Jacobs)/A.10378 (Schimminger): This bill would allow the Kenmore-Town of 

Tonawanda Union Free School District to establish a health insurance reserve fund. This bill passed 

the Assembly. 

S.8489 (Mayer)/A.8091 (Otis): This bill would allow the Mamaroneck Union Free School District 

to establish a health insurance reserve fund. This bill passed the Assembly.  

S.8603 (Serino)/A.10943 (Barrett): This bill would provide building aid “amnesty” to the 

Spackenkill Union Free School District and allow the district to retain building aid that is slated to 

be recaptured by the state due to the late filing of the final cost report for an approved building 

project. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.8614 (Boyle)/A.4963 (Rosenthal): This bill would provide 5-year grants to school districts to 

develop new and enhance current science, technology, engineering and mathematics programs for 

grades 6-12 that encourage women and minorities to pursue careers in these fields. This bill passed 

the Assembly. 

*S.8920 (Larkin)/A.11053 (Gunther): This bill would authorize the boards of education in union 

free school districts and central school districts to establish wards for the purpose of school board 

elections. This bill passed the Assembly. 

*S.8956 (Comrie)/A.10373-A (Solages): This bill would require industrial development agencies 

(IDAs) to inform school districts and other affected taxing entities of potential payment-in-lieu-of-

taxes (PILOT) deals upon formal receipt of a PILOT application by an IDA. This bill passed the 

Assembly.  

*S.9060 (Marcellino)/A.11047-A (Nolan): This bill would codify the New York State Smart 

Scholars Early College High School Program and the New York State Pathways in Technology Early 

College High School Program into law to guarantee continued funding for those programs meeting 

certain required benchmarks. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.9115 (Serino)/A.11046 (Nolan): This bill would require the smart schools review board to meet 

at minimum once every three months and to announce the date for their next meeting at the 

quarterly meeting. This bill passed the Assembly. 

NYSSBA Opposed Bills that Passed One House: 

A.9608-B (Lavine): This bill would require that polling places be open and running for up to 8 days 

prior to any general, primary, or special election until the second day prior to such election. 
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NYSSBA requested the bill be amended to allow schools the ability to decline the designation as a 

polling place. This bill passed the Assembly. 

S.465-A (Robach)/A.445-A (Stirpe): This bill would authorize boards of education to adopt 

district-wide policies allowing home-schooled students to participate in district interscholastic sports 

and dictate what would be included in the policy. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.874-A (Ortt)/A.931 (Cahill): This bill establishes a green development neighborhood property 

tax exemption. NYSSBA requested the bill be amended to include state reimbursement for districts 

that offer the exemption. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.931 (Croci)/A.10009 (Raia): This bill authorizes municipalities to offer real property tax credits 

to certain volunteers who live in one municipality but who serve in neighboring municipalities. 

NYSSBA requested the bill be amended to include state reimbursement for districts that offer the 

credit. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.959 (Croci)/A.6252 (Ramos): This bill would expand the alternative veterans’ property tax 

exemption to include all active duty service members, at the discretion of the school district. 

NYSSBA requested the bill be amended to include state reimbursement for districts that offer the 

exemption. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.1207 (Flanagan): This bill would make the property tax cap permanent. This bill passed the 

Senate.  

S.1379-D (Little): This bill would establish a New York City Tax Reform Study Commission whose 

responsibilities would be to examine and provide recommendations to the Governor and Legislature 

regarding to the City’s real property tax system. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.1428 (Avella)/A.6075 (Titone): This bill would require school districts to report to the New 

York State Education Department their compliance with current arts education and instruction 

requirements. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.1469-A (Ritchie)/A.7563-A (Nolan): This bill would increase the aidable salary cap for BOCES 

career and technical education (CTE) teachers by connecting aid more closely to the actual cost of 

providing such services. NYSSBA requested the bill be amended to include an increase in special 

services aid. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.1619 (LaValle)/A.963 (Thiele): This bill would provide a process by which school districts could 

alter their boundaries either through a petition signed by a limited number of voters or through a 

joint resolution by the majority of the school board members of each of the impacted districts. 

NYSSBA requested the bill be amended to remove the petition process. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.2104-A (Felder)/A.8025-A (Hyndman): This bill would require that academic credit toward a 

high school diploma be given for practical experience gained outside of school. This bill passed the 

Senate. 
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S.2109-A (Felder)/A.7972-A (Hyndman): This bill would establish a career and technical 

education (CTE) high school diploma for students completing a course of study for a career or 

trade. The bill would also require SED to collaborate with trade and professional organizations to 

establish curriculum, assessments, and other criteria necessary to earn such CTE diploma. This bill 

passed the Senate. 

S.2388 (Larkin): This bill would authorize industrial development agencies (IDAs) to provide 

assistance, including payment-in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOT) deals, to agricultural producers. This bill 

passed the Senate. 

S.2599-B (Lanza)/A.1382-B (Zebrowski): This bill would authorize school districts to grant a full 

property tax exemption to veterans who are one hundred percent disabled as a result of military 

service. NYSSBA requested the bill be amended to include state reimbursement for districts that 

offer the exemption. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.2637-A (Lanza)/A.5396-A (Weprin): This bill would require the Commissioner of Education to 

develop guidelines for the transportation of NYC students on field trips. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.3087-A (Serrano): This bill would require every school district to report how many and which 

schools are out of compliance with art education laws and regulations, and prepare a corrective 

action plan to ensure future compliance. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.3336 (Bailey): This bill would provide additional property tax exemptions for two qualified 

veterans living in the same household. NYSSBA requested the bill be amended to include state 

reimbursement for districts that offer the exemption. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.3878 (Ranzenhofer)/A.4450 (Schimminger): This bill would authorize school districts to grant 

property tax exemptions for redeveloped properties when their local municipality has adopted the 

exemption. NYSSBA requested the bill be amended to include state reimbursement for districts that 

offer the exemption. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.4267-A (DeFrancisco)/A.6572-A (Cusick): This bill would change the definition of “substantial 

completion” for construction projects, restricting when public owners, including school districts, can 

hold retainage on such projects. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.4677 (Sanders): This bill would require boards of education to place signs in front of every public 

entrance of their schools expressing the prohibition of tobacco and smokeless tobacco. This bill 

passed the Senate. 

S.6294 (Lanza)/A. 10288 (Cusick): This bill would clarify the tax exemptions and abatements 

considered "uncollectible" for purposes of calculating the amount to be raised on real property taxes 

by the city of New York. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.6798-A (Felder)/A.9975 (Castorina): This bill would require an armed police officer to be 

present at all New York City public and private schools from one hour prior to one hour post such 

school’s instructional hours. This bill passed the Senate. 
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S.7783-A (Golden): This bill would expand the allowable uses of 529 educational savings plans to 

include expenses for tuition or attendance at an elementary or secondary public, private or religious 

school. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.8129 (Comrie)/A.8158 (Dickens): This bill would require boards of education, and other public 

bodies, to provide interpreters and assistive listening devices for public meetings, at full cost to the 

public body. This bill passed the Assembly. 

S.8458 (Comrie)/A.5004-A (Ortiz): This bill would require the Commissioner of Education to 

make recommendations to the Board of Regents relating to a potential mandate of instruction in 

information relating to blood, bone marrow and organ and tissue donations in senior high schools. 

This bill passed the Senate. 

S.8781 (Phillips)/A.9648 (Pheffer Amato): This bill would require school districts to provide 

transportation up to 50 miles to special education students attending private schools, even if 

programs and services at those schools were not deemed “similar” to special education programs 

recommended by those students’ local committees of education. This bill passed the Senate. 


