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2017 NYSSBA End of Session Analysis  

* An asterisk denotes that if enacted the bill would enact legislation consistent with a NYSSBA position statement.  

Key Issues 

S.4283 (Murphy)/A.5965 (Galef): This bill would make a technical adjustment to property tax cap by 
clarifying that a school district’s costs related to BOCES capital be treated in the same manner as the district’s 
own capital costs, which are excluded from the tax cap calculation. Such an adjustment would remove the 
disincentive for school districts to invest in updating and expanding BOCES facilities. This bill is similar to 
language first enacted in 2015, which permitted the state Department of Taxation and Finance to make this 
adjustment administratively. This bill would remove the permissive nature of the 2015 version and require the 
adjustment to be made. 

S.2122-A (O’Mara)/A.1841-A (Morelle): This bill would make a technical adjustment to property tax cap by 
clarifying that properties under payment-in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOT) agreements are to be included in a district’s 
tax base growth factor, as part of the tax cap calculation. This bill is similar to language first enacted in 2015, 
which permitted the state Department of Taxation and Finance to make this adjustment administratively. 
This bill would remove the permissive nature of the 2015 version and require the adjustment to be made. 
Because the tax base growth factor can never be below 1.0, this bill will only serve to help districts in such 
scenarios. 

NYSSBA Supported Bills that have been Signed by the Governor (as of 6/23/2017):  

Chapter 5 of the Laws 2017-S.886 (Carlucci)/A.382 (Jaffee): This law corrected a procedural error that 
occurred with the administration the oath of office for a member of the East Ramapo school board. This bill 
was adopted with the support of the local board.  

NYSSBA Supported Bills that Passed Both Houses- Awaiting Final Action by the Governor: 

S.1692 (Marcellino)/A.1036 (Nolan): This bill would streamline the process for referrals to state adult 
service agencies when certain students with disabilities turn 18.    

S.1694 (Marcellino)/A.982-A (Nolan): This bill would establish all school districts as approved evaluators 
for preschool students who are suspected of having a disability by removing the requirements to submit an 
application to the commissioner of education if the staff providing the services have appropriate certification. 

S.2724-B (Klein)/A.5151-B (Crespo): This bill would allow school district nutrition advisory committees to 
promote wellness and address the health risks associated with student’s weight, asthma and other chronic 
respiratory diseases. It would also allow for a diabetes risk analysis examination as a part of a student’s health 
certificate.  

S.3293 (Hannon)/A.4703 (Jenne): This bill expands the meaning of originating site for telemedicine 
services to include public, private and charter elementary and secondary schools, school age child care 
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programs, and child day care centers within the state of New York. By adding schools to the list of originating 
sites, schools will now be able to bill for and be reimbursed for these services.  

S.4723-A (Carlucci)/A.4587-A (Jaffee): This bill would authorize school districts to collect their own taxes 
without consent of the town. Current law allows the town to collect the taxes on behalf of school districts 
without school district consent.   

S.5251-B (Helming)/A.6910-B (Woerner): This bill would create flexibility for BOCES to purchase certain 
foods directly from New York State farmers and other farm associations. School districts already have this 
purchasing flexibility.  

S.5719 (Jacobs)/A.7125 (Simotas)*: This bill would require state agencies, including the Board of Regents, 
to include an assessment of the minimum amount of time necessary for local governments and school 
districts to be compliant with regulations they are developing. The bill would also require state agencies to 
actively solicit input from local governments and school districts during the regulatory and rulemaking 
process.  

S.6012 (Seward)/A.7866 (Gottfried): This bill would permanently carve-out School-Based Health Centers 
(SBHC) from the State’s Medicaid Managed Care (MMC) program allowing them to continue to receive 
reimbursement directly from NYS DOH on a fee-for-service basis. 

S.6572-A (Seward)/A.8264 (Cahill): This bill would extend, by one year, the ability of school districts and 
BOCES with 51-100 employees to remain in their existing health care consortiums and trusts by continuing 
to include them in the definition of a “small group.” The provision of law was first adopted in 2015 and was 
set to expire at the end of 2018. 

S.6581 (Golden)/A.8262 (Simon): This bill would require the commissioner of education to issue a 
guidance memo to school districts and BOCES about the educational needs of students with dyslexia, 
dyscalculia and dysgraphia.  

S.6599 (Larkin)/A.881-A (Gunther)*: This bill would authorize school boards to adopt a resolution that 
would allow voters within the district to decide if they want to create voting wards for boards of education.  

NYSSBA Opposed Bills that Passed Both Houses- Awaiting Final Action by the Governor: 

S.1724 (Carlucci)/A.5135 (Cusick): This bill would authorize school districts, at their discretion, to grant 
the “eligible funds” veterans property tax exemption to eligible veterans. This exemption is separate from the 
existing alternative veterans exemption and the Cold War veterans exemption. The “eligible funds” 
exemption applies to property a veteran purchased with a pension, bonus or insurance money related to their 
service. NYSSBA requested the bill be amended to include state reimbursement for districts that offer the 
exemption. 

S.2111 (Felder)/A.7971 (Hyndman): This bill would require the chancellor of New York City schools to 
undertake a duplicative feasibility study to expand career and technical education schools.  

S.3530 (LaValle)/A.3031 (Englebright): This bill extends, for six years, the property tax exemption for 
first-time homebuyers of newly constructed homes. The exemption is at a school district’s discretion. 
NYSSBA requested the bill be amended to include state reimbursement for districts that offer the exemption. 
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S.4324 (Tedisco)/A.5210 (Abinanti): This bill would require school districts inform retirees of any 
proposed changes to their health insurance plan at least 45 days before such changes would take place. A 
similar bill that would have required a 90 day notification was vetoed last year.  

S.4729-A (Larkin)/A.1595-A (Skoufis): This bill would mandate the school board to create a policy to allow 
any student with a disability to participate in the graduation ceremony if they have been issued a skills and 
achievement or CDOS credential but has not qualified for a regents or local diploma.  

S.5422-A (Boyle)/A.6954-A (Englebright):This bill would mandate that all heating oil sold for use in 
Nassau, Suffolk, and Westchester counties on and after July 1, 2018 contains at least five percent biodiesel 
(B5), a relatively new and higher cost fuel.  

S.5659-A (Gallivan)/A.6510-A (D’Urso): This bill would authorize school districts, at their discretion, to 
extend the Cold War veterans property tax exemption beyond the current ten-year limitation. NYSSBA 
requested the bill be amended to include state reimbursement for districts that offer the exemption. 

S.5752 (Lanza)/A.2597 (Nolan): This bill would require the State Education Department to create a 
procedure for public school districts to report their compliance with physical education requirements for 
elementary grades. If any school in the district is not in compliance the superintendent would be required to 
prepare a corrective action plan to be reviewed and approved by the board of education at a public meeting. 
Districts that fail to comply with the reporting requirements would be listed on the Department’s website. 

S.6477 (Golden)/A.7964 (Abbate): This bill extends, for two years, the ability of public employees to 
pursue an expedited method of injunctive relief for claims of improper labor practices.  

Local Bills that Passed Both Houses with NYSSBA Support - Awaiting Final Action by the 
Governor: 

S.2274 (Breslin)/A.1377 (McDonald): This bill would authorize the Cohoes and Watervliet city school 
districts to require kindergarten attendance.  

S.4737-A (Croci)/A.6970-A (Murray): This bill would authorize the North Patchogue Fire District to lease 
certain land to Eastern Suffolk BOCES. 

S.3920-A (Breslin)/A.3926-A (Fahy): This bill would allow the Albany city school district to hold their 
school board elections on the third Tuesday in May.  

S.3927 (Murphy)/A.5737 (Galef): This bill would provide aid to the Hendrick Hudson central school 
district to reimburse the district for aid withheld due to the late filing of final cost reports for capital 
improvement projects.  

S.5111 (Golden)/A.6662 (Farrell): This bill would extend, for one year, New York City capital and debt 
financing authority.   

S.6400-A (Stewart-Cousins)/A.7788-A (Mayer): This bill would authorize two multi-year cost allowances 
in a five-year period for the computation of Building Aid for three new Yonkers city school district 
construction projects. 



 

4 

 

S.6406-A (Larkin)/A.8062-A (Skartados): This bill would direct the commissioner of education to recover 
late final cost report penalties from the Newburgh city school district over 10 years rather than 3 year 
recovery period.  

S.6526 (Carlucci)/A.8095 (Jaffee): This legislation would permit the Commissioner of Education to change 
the name of the Ramapo Central School District to the Suffern Central School District. 

S.6703 (Peralta)/A.8305-A (Aubry): This bill would discontinue the use of parkland and transfer the land to 
the New York City Department of Education to build a prekindergarten facility. 

S.6721 (Serrano)/A.8419 (Benedetto): This bill would discontinue the use of the parkland and transfer the 
land to the New York City Educational Construction Fund to be used to build a combined occupancy 
structure that will include three new schools.  

S.6779 (Young)/A.8032-A (Goodell): The bill would validate a capital project of the Panama central school 
district regardless of the district’s failure to file a timely final building cost report. 

NYSSBA Supported Bills that Passed One House: 

S.515 (Young)/A.3823 (Nolan): This bill would authorize BOCES to create a reserve fund for workers’ 
compensation costs. School districts already have the authority. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.550 (Young): This bill would provide aid to the Mount Morris central school district to reimburse the 
district for aid withheld due to the late filing of final cost reports for capital improvement projects. This bill 
passed the Senate.  

S.656 (Boyle): This bill would provide aid to the Islip Union Free School District to reimburse the district 
for aid withheld due to the late filing of final cost reports for capital improvement projects. This bill passed 
the Senate.   

S.700-A (Carlucci)/A.1625-A (Zebrowski)*: This bill would provide additional aid through a new five year 
funding stream rather than the current one year transition aid to school districts who are transitioning to a full 
day kindergarten program. This bill passed the Assembly.  

S.1020 (Funke)/A.4789 (Walter)*: This bill would prohibit mandates, including state laws, rules and 
regulations requiring new or expanded programs, that are established after the adoption of a school budget 
until the following school year. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.1058 (Carlucci)/A.2840 (Galef): This bill would align the application and deadlines to obtain an absentee 
ballot for a school district election with the requirements for applying for an absentee ballot for primary and 
general elections. This bill passed the Assembly.  

S.1146-A (Marcellino): This bill would provide school districts the authority to continue a suspension of a 
student who has transferred school districts in the midst of his or her suspension. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.1280 (Ortt): This bill would provide building aid forgiveness for school districts by ratifying capital project 
contracts that had otherwise been denied due to inadvertent and minor clerical or technical errors. This bill 
passed the Senate. 



 

5 

 

S.1293 (Marcellino): This bill would require entities under PILOT agreements to provide school districts 
and other local governments with advanced notice of their intent to change their assessment. This bill passed 
the Senate. 

S.1311 (Marcellino): This bill would restore transportation aid to the Plainview-Old Bethpage central school 
district that the district lost because of a clerical error on the part of the district. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.1313 (Marcellino)/A.6088 (Lupinacci): This bill would restore transportation aid to the Cold Spring 
Harbor central school district that the district lost because of a clerical error on the part of the district. This 
bill passed the Senate.  

S.1348 (Funke)/A.6691 (Lavine): This bill would provide transportation aid forgiveness for school districts 
by ratifying transportation contracts that had otherwise been denied due to inadvertent and minor clerical or 
technical errors. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.1469 (Ritchie)/A.7563 (Nolan)*: This bill would increase the aidable salary cap for BOCES Career and 
Technical Education teachers by connecting aid more closely to the actual cost of providing such services. 
NYSSBA supports this bill but requested an amendment to also increase special services aid. This bill passed 
the Senate.  

S.1691-A (Marcellino): This bill would provide aid for school districts and BOCES for technology purchases 
necessary for computer based state assessments. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.1710 (Marcellino)/A.2530 (Thiele): This bill would authorize the department of motor vehicles to 
forward a criminal history background check and fingerprints to the commissioner of education in order to 
cut down on duplicative services. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.1787 (Klein)/A.2605 (Sepulveda): This bill prohibits sex offenders whose victim was a child and level 3 
sex offenders from knowingly being within 1,000 feet of a facility where pre-kindergarten or kindergarten 
instruction is provided. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.2132 (Gallivan)/A.8522 (Galef): This bill would require the commissioner to notify the chief executive 
officer of any municipality when a sex offender is transferred to a community program or residence within 
that municipality and to notify the superintendent of schools. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.2323 (Griffo)/A.2922 (Brindisi)*: This bill would require that any new mandate on school districts and 
local governments that resulted in an increase in costs to be funded by the state. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.2403 (Marcellino)/A.4178 (Thiele): This bill would establish the crimes of criminal trespass on a school 
bus, school grounds or children’s camp. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.2582 (Little)/A.1849 (Gunther): This bill would deem that an elementary or secondary student does not 
have capacity to consent to sexual conduct with a school employee. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.2701 (Parker)/A.2381 (Gottfried): This bill would authorize the commissioner of health to make grants to 
not-for-profit organizations and elementary, secondary and postsecondary schools to be used to help pay for 
the costs of conducting local blood drives. This bill passed the Assembly. 
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S.2947 (Boyle)/A.8327 (Gunther): This bill would remove the retired public employee salary waiver 
requirement for retired police officers employed as resource officers or safety officers for school districts. 
This bill passed the Senate. 

S.3149 (Lanza)/A.6538 (Cusick): This bill would require that the department of health include prevention 
of sudden cardiac arrest in their free healthcare and wellness education and outreach program. This bill 
passed the Assembly. 

S.3203 (DeFrancisco)/A.2112 (Nolan)*: This bill would increase the BOCES district superintendent salary 
cap. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.3512 (Ranzenhofer)/A.1519 (Jenne): This bill would require that school districts receive state aid for the 
education of Native American students within 180 days of the State Education Department’s determination 
of enrollment. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.3525 (Flanagan): This bill would require that individuals found guilty of vandalism reimburse 
municipalities, including school districts, for costs associated with remediation. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.4476 (Akshar)/A.6710 (Lupardo): The bill would require the state to apply a school district’s state aid 
overpayment recovery to any outstanding prior year aid claims the district may have. This bill passed the 
Senate. 

S.4563 (Golden)/A.7353-A (Buchwald)*: This bill would authorize school districts and BOCES to create a 
Teachers’ Retirement System (TRS) reserve account, as a subfund of the existing State and Local Retirement 
System (ERS) reserve fund. This bill passed the Assembly.  

S.4778 (Hannon)/A.5717 (Brindisi)*: This bill would provide more than $100 million in dedicated state aid 
to school districts with substantial enrollment growth and to districts in growth in English language learner 
(ELL) students. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.4832 (Marcellino): This bill would permit the recovery of state aid overpayments to be made over ten 
years and reserve the recovered funds to make payments against the prior year aid claims list. This bill passed 
the Senate. 

S.5246-A (Marcellino)/A.6514-A (Nolan): This bill would establish  a process for the approval of moderate 
annual increases in the tuition rate for  special act school districts, and allow these districts to create a  fiscal 
stabilization reserve fund.  

S.5537 (Carlucci)/A.8380 (Rothensal): This bill would authorize establishment of five or more Recovery 
High Schools. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.6087 (Marcellino)*: This bill would establish grants for Early College High School and P-Tech programs. 
This bill passed the Senate.  

S.6551-A (Jacobs)/A.7966-A (People-Stokes): This bill would shift reimbursement to school districts 
outside the City of New York for charter school supplementation tuition to a current year reimbursement. 
This bill passed the Assembly.  
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S.6570 (Bonacic)/A.8130 (Gunther): This bill would allow the Middletown enlarged city school district to 
establish an insurance reserve fund. This bill passed the Assembly.  

A.381 (Nolan): This bill would require the commissioner of education to collect data on how many 9th 
graders are enrolled career education courses. This bill passed the Assembly.  

NYSSBA Opposed Bills that Passed One House: 

S.367-A (Little)/A.2954-A (McDonald): This bill would authorize school districts to pay for part or all of 
the costs associated with the employment of school crossing guards. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.959 (Croci)/A.6252 (Ramos): This bill would expand the alternative veterans property tax exemption to 
include all active duty service members, at the discretion of the school district. NYSSBA requested the bill be 
amended to include state reimbursement for districts that offer the exemption. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.1665 (Golden)/A.3416 (Cymbrowitz): This bill would expand eligibility for the property tax exemption 
available to those who make improvements to their house in order to provide living arrangements for 
disabled and/or senior relatives, at the discretion of the school district. NYSSBA requested the bill be 
amended to include state reimbursement for districts that offer the exemption. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.1885 (Avella)/A.1296 (Braunstein): This bill would require the New York City school district to hold a 
public community forum when they plan to purchase property. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.1953 (Klein)/A.3953 (Dinowitz): This bill would require the commissioner of education to conduct a 
review of the need for instruction in the prevention of child sexual abuse and exploitation for students in 
grades kindergarten through eight and make a recommendation to the Board of Regents on whether or not to 
mandate such curriculum. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.2329 (Alcantara)/A.7760 (Abbate): This bill would provide state and local government employees in the 
labor class with bump and retreat rights. This bill passed the Assembly. 

S.2599 (Lanza)/A.1382 (Zebrowski): This bill would authorize school districts to grant a full and complete 
property tax exemption to veterans who are one hundred percent disabled as a result of military service. 
NYSSBA requested the bill be amended to include state reimbursement for districts that offer the exemption. 
This bill passed the Senate. 

S.2637 (Lanza)/A.5396 (Weprin): This bill would call on the commissioner of education to develop 
guidelines for the transportation of New York City students for field trips. This bill passed the Senate.  

S.2717 (Hamilton): This bill would allow parents of students who are attending a prekindergarten program 
under the jurisdiction of a community school district in New York City to serve on a community education 
council. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.3005 (LaValle)/A.2326 (Thiele) & S.1002 (Bonacic): These bills would restrict the dates when districts 
could hold bond propositions for capital construction projects. These bills passed the Senate.  

S.3996 (Funke): This bill would require the commissioner of education to conduct a review of the need for 
instruction in mental health and make a recommendation to the Board of Regents on whether or not to 
mandate such curriculum. This bill passed the Senate.  
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A.4961 (Weprin): This bill would mandate school districts produce and pay for absentee ballots in Braille and 
large-print. This bill passed the Assembly. 

S.5238 (DeFrancisco)/A.5344 (Cusick): This bill would require public owners, including school districts, 
to release retainage payments to subcontractors for completed work on a capital project within sixty days. 
This bill passed the Senate. 

S.5714 (Avella)/A.7557 (Davila): This bill is would require, that school districts be notified of persons in 
need of supervision petitions that claim educational issues (truancy or misbehavior) when the district is not 
the petitioner. This bill would also require school districts to provide information to the courts, on the 
diversion steps already implemented by the district in these cases. This bill passed the Assembly. 

S.5778-A (Alcantara)/A.7601-A (Abbate): This bill would establish a number of guidelines overseeing the 
relationship between public sector unions and their members. In addition, this bill would require that all 
public employers allow new and newly promoted transferred employees to meet with a union representative 
during work hours unless otherwise governed in a collective bargaining agreement. This bill passed the 
Assembly.  

S.6090 (Marcellino)/A.8180 (Abbate): This bill would create a shorter probationary period for previously 
tenured principals, administrators, supervisors or other members of the supervising staff. This bill passed the 
Senate. 

S.6686 (Ranzenhofer)/A.7945-A (Kim): This bill would require public owners, including school districts, to 
include a clause in construction contracts allowing contractors, subcontractors and material suppliers to make 
claims against the public owners for certain project delays. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.6766 (Golden): This bill would, restore employee protection provisions to school bus transportation 
contracts, exempt school bus purchases from sales tax, and provide for reimbursement of qualified tuition 
reduction costs paid by a licensed transportation carrier pursuant to a contract for the New York City school 
district. This bill passed the Senate. 

S.6798 (Felder): This bill would require police officers to be in all schools in New York City during the 
school day and for one hour before and after instructional hours. This bill passed the Senate.  

  


