
 

S.4787-A (Funke)/A.6040-B (Stirpe)    

Provides that no school shall be in session on general election day  
 

The New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA) opposes the above referenced 

legislation and urges its rejection by the legislature.   

If enacted, this legislation would require all public school districts to close to students on general 

election day, but allow for required staff attendance and professional development days. In addition, 

this legislation would provide a process for school districts to appeal the designation of their 

buildings’ as polling locations.  

Current law allows school boards to set their calendars and determine, in partnership with their 

collective bargaining units, their professional development schedule.  As a result this legislation does 

not provide school districts with any additional authority over school scheduling and professional 

development, and instead only restricts local decision making. Decisions about the school calendar 

must be carefully considered. Ultimately, students should not be forced to give up a needed 

instructional day when other polling location options in the community exist that also protect 

voters’ rights.   

Using school buildings as polling places can be less than ideal, and is a practice that extends far 

beyond general election day. This practice provides unfettered access to school buildings and 

students, disruption to academic programs and compromises district security.  Primary and special 

elections take place throughout the year, sometimes with little warning. While the sponsor’s 

amendments to create a process for public school buildings to appeal their designation as a polling 

location is appreciated, such a process is not an adequate solution when it is tied to mandated 

closure for general election day. Districts should not be forced to amend the academic calendar, 

incur costs, close or provide space in their facilities on any election day.  

Rather than forcing districts to close on general election day, or any election day, school districts 

should be empowered to determine when and how their facilities should be used, with a focus on 

what is in the best interest of the students.  

For these reasons, NYSSBA opposes the above referenced legislation and urges its rejection by the 

legislature. For additional information, please contact NYSSBA Governmental Relations at 518-783-

0200.  

 

 


