
 

 

S.7183 (Carlucci) / A.8882 (Fahy) 

Authorizes the Public Service Commission to monitor Internet Service Providers and certify 

their compliance with net neutrality principles. 

 

The New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA) supports the above referenced legislation 

and urges its immediate enactment. 

This bill would provide the NYS Public Service Commission with jurisdiction to monitor Internet 
Service Providers (ISPs) in New York and require them to hold ISPs to equitable practices.  
 
In December 2017, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) repealed vital net neutrality 

protections put in place in 2015. Without protections from the Federal government, school districts 

around our state are vulnerable to the business practices of one or two ISPs that control the online 

content they can access. These ISPs can choose to charge educational companies providing online 

resources to schools significantly more to deliver content, and those companies could in turn pass 

those costs on to schools. For the many regions in our state with no ISP competition, we fear these 

providers will prioritize online companies who can afford to pay more. For schools unable to afford 

the higher fees passed to them by smaller educational technology companies, innovation will stall. As 

a result, certain schools could have far superior access to information than others. That is 

unacceptable.  

In New York State, access to the internet is not evenly distributed. We have 1.1 million people with 

access to only one wired provider, leaving them no options to switch if they find that provider’s 

offerings to be less than desirable or too costly. As representatives of New York’s public school 

districts, this is greatly troubling. With many of our school districts not having restored programs that 

were cut during the Recession, a multi-billion dollar deficit looming over New York, and proposed 

cuts to key education funding at the Federal level, school districts are more reliant than ever on 

ensuring they can access quality resources at reasonable costs.  

For these reasons, NYSSBA supports this legislation and urges its immediate enactment. For 

additional information, please contact NYSSBA Governmental Relations at 518-783-0200. 

 

 

 

 


