
 

January 18, 2018 
 
 
The Honorable Rodney P. Frelinghuysen            The Honorable Nita M. Lowey 
Chairman                                                             Ranking Member 
Committee on Appropriations                             Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives               United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515                                      Washington, DC  20515 
 
The Honorable Tom Cole                                           The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Subcommittee Chairman                                             Subcommittee Ranking Member 
United States House of Representatives                       United States House of Representatives  
Washington, DC  20515                                               Washington, DC  20515 
 
 
RE:  H.J. Res. 125, Extension of Continuing Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2018 
 
Dear Chairman Frelinghuysen, Ranking Member Lowey, Chairman Cole and Ranking Member 
DeLauro: 
 
On behalf of our state associations and the 90,000 school board members who govern our 
country’s 14,000 local school districts, the National School Boards Association (NSBA) 
acknowledges your leadership to ensure continuity of federal support for local and state education 
programs and other government operations through H.J. Res. 125. While an appropriations bill 
covering the remainder of FY2018 is optimal for our school districts, this Continuing Resolution 
is needed until a final measure is negotiated. 

In addition to sustaining investments in Title I grants for disadvantaged students, special 
education state grants and related programs, this Continuing Appropriations bill would extend 
funding for the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) through Fiscal Year 2023; and, 
would delay for two years the collection of the federal excise tax (or “Cadillac Tax”) on certain 
employer health care coverages. These provisions will help ensure the federal support that many of 
our nation’s public school districts need to sustain services for our nation’s 50 million students as 
you develop a final FY2018 appropriations measure. 
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This Continuing Resolution is also critical for school districts that receive Impact Aid grants, given 
the fact that the program is not advance funded. Without continued appropriations, this 
important school resource – those educating students whose parents/guardians are enlisted in the 
Armed Forces, as well as for those educating students who reside on tribal trust lands – district 
operations may be affected. According to the National Association of Federally Impacted Schools, 
there are 940,000 federally connected children nationwide who are enrolled in 1,200 districts with 
total enrollment of over 10 million students. 
 
Regarding the remainder of FY2018 education investments, we urge your strong bipartisan 
support for swift passage of a final appropriations measure that will maximize Prek-12 education 
investments, help our public schools fulfill the goals of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), 
and advance educational opportunities vital to student achievement. This federal support provided 
by Congress is paramount as our school districts continue ESSA implementation, address the 
special needs of students under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), advance 
innovation and career-readiness through Perkins Career and Technical Education, expand high-
quality early learning opportunities, and much more. 
 
Furthermore, as you finalize FY2018 appropriations, we urge your bipartisanship for another 
budget agreement that will avoid the across-the-board cuts to education and other programs that 
support our students. Legislating a permanent solution to the unintended consequences of the 
Budget Control Act of 2011 will help stabilize the budget and appropriations process, as well as 
establish priorities for our nation’s domestic agenda including elementary and secondary 
education.  
 
We look forward to working with you as you complete the work of a final appropriations measure 
for FY2018 and negotiate FY2019 priorities. Your leadership for these investments helps our 
school districts provide a well-rounded curriculum for our students, preparing them for success in 
life. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

   
Thomas J. Gentzel   
Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
 
 

 


