
 

 

Support Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

 

The New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA) supports the passage of proposed 
legislation that would protect the legal status of individuals who currently participate in the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, and ensure that they are on a path to citizenship.  

School districts have a clear obligation to all students to provide them with access to a free, 
appropriate public education. When a child presents him or herself for enrollment, we enroll and 
educate that child. Questions about district residency are addressed later. Questions about 
citizenship and immigration status are not asked at all.  

The announcement that the Administration would phase out the DACA program led to a growing 
sense of anxiety and uncertainty in our schools. How can our students pay attention in class when 
their minds are consumed with thoughts and images of being deported and sent to a country that 
they do not consider their home? Or when they are grappling with fear that the same will happen to 
someone in their family?  

Since its establishment in 2012, DACA has provided a framework for families, communities and 
districts to uniformly understand the rights and responsibilities of the students protected by this 
program. However, as this program was not enacted by legislation, but rather administrative action, 
its reversal could be, and in fact has been, made with little or no public input. 

Congress must act now, and alleviate the anxiety and potential disruption that this uncertainty will 
cause. Please take formal legislative action now to enact the DREAM Act and make it crystal clear to 
families, communities and school districts nationwide that the more than 800,000 children and 
young adults covered by this program are safe and on a path to citizenship.  

Of the 800,000 individuals covered by DACA, one-third (more than 200,000) are in high school. 
Additionally, more than 20,000 are actually serving as teachers in schools around the country.    

Uncertainty and sudden change are not conducive to a well operating school system or to student 
outcomes. Our members want to serve their students - all of their students - and give them the best 
chance for success. Please support our students and teachers by taking legislative action now to 
protect these children and young adults.  

For these reasons, NYSSBA strongly supports legislation to protect the legal status of individuals 
who currently participate in the DACA program, and ensure that they are on a path to citizenship.  

 

 



How the Money is Used

Medicaid in Schools

Do better in school Miss fewer school 
days due to illness 

or injury

More likely to finish 
high school, attend 

college, and graduate 
from college

Have fewer 
emergency room visits 

and hospitalizations
as adults

Medicaid Benefits Students in Many Ways15

Earn more as adults

New York Data

Overall Data

 • Medicaid covered 1,805,600 New Yorkers 0-18 years old in FY 2015.4

 • The total Medicaid expenditures for school based services was $273,563,018 in FY 2015.5

 • There are 252 approved & operating school-based health centers.5 

• 181,569 students are enrolled in a school-based health center.7 

• 450,048 school age children with disabilities received some form of special education 
programs and/or services.8

This can be carried out 
through programs like the 

Preschool/School Support-
ive Health Services Program 
(SSHSP) which provides 
Medicaid funds to cover 
the cost of services for 
disabled students with an 
Individualized Education 

Program (IEP).13 The SSHSP 
covers qualified students 
aged 3-21.14

Nationally, Medicaid covers nearly 37 million children.1

Medicaid has supported the provision of certain medical services in 
schools for nearly 30 years.2

Schools receive approximately $4 billion a year in Medicaid funding 
which they use to provide a range of services including: psychiatric, mobility 
and vision, speech-language pathology, and other needed services.3
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Support Overturn of Net Neutrality Repeal 
 

On behalf of the New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA), I am writing at this time to 
urge your support of a Congressional Resolution of Disapproval to overturn the Federal 
Communications Commission’s (FCC) repeal of net neutrality protections, ensuring vital protections 
to all citizens’ and schools’ equal access to online information remain intact. 

In New York State, access to the internet is not evenly distributed. We have 1.1 million people in 
our state with access to only one wired provider, leaving them no options to switch if they find that 
provider’s offerings to be less than desirable or too costly. As representatives of New York’s public 
school districts, this is greatly troubling. With many of our school districts not having restored 
programs that were cut during the Recession, a multi-billion dollar deficit looming over New York, 
and proposed cuts to key education funding at the Federal level, we need your support now more 
than ever. 

Access to online educational resources helps school districts save money while exposing them to the 
most innovative and effective practices. Without protections from the Federal government, districts 
around our state will be vulnerable to the one or two internet service providers (ISPs) that control 
the online content they can access. These ISPs can choose to charge educational companies 
providing online resources to schools significantly more to deliver content, and those companies 
could in turn pass those costs on to schools. For the many regions in our state with no ISP 
competition, we fear these providers will prioritize online companies who can afford to pay more. 
For schools unable to afford the higher fees passed to them by smaller educational technology 
companies, innovation will stall. As a result, certain schools will have far superior access to 
information than others and widen the achievement gap even further than it is now. That is 
unacceptable.  

We believe the government has a duty to protect its students. The FCC voted to abandon current 
regulatory practices that ensure all people, students, and school districts have equal access to online 
content regardless of where they are living or learning. Now is your chance to stand up for your 
constituents and their schools. The Congressional Review Act of 1996 establishes expedited 
procedures by which Congress may disapprove of regulatory rules issued by a Federal agency. With a 
simple majority vote in both the House and the Senate, you can pass a Congressional Resolution of 
Disapproval and overturn the FCC’s vote. Your students are counting on you. We urge you to take 
action now, for the sake of their futures. 

For these reasons, NYSSBA strongly supports the passage of a Congressional Resolution of 
Disapproval to overturn the FCC’s vote to repeal critical net neutrality protections.  

 



 

 

The State and Local Tax (SALT) Deduction and Your District 
 

The tax reform outline released by the “Big Six” leaders in Washington on September 27, 2017, 
would eliminate the state and local tax deduction (SALT). This federal tax deduction claimed, by 44 
million American taxpayers helps support vital investments in infrastructure, public safety, home 
ownership and education. Elimination of SALT would cost households, 86% of whom make less 
than $200,000, $1.3 trillion over a ten year period. NYSSBA opposes any proposal to eliminate  or 
restrict the  SALT deduction.  

   
• SALT prevents double taxation. SALT has been a feature of the tax code for more than 100 

years. In 1913, the first federal income tax form allowed taxpayers to deduct state and local 
taxes, one of only six deductions allowed at the time. SALT prevents double taxation of 
Americans by allowing taxpayers to claim a deduction for the state and local taxes they have 
already paid from their income.  

 
• SALT benefits the middle class. Nearly 86 percent of taxpayers who claim the SALT 

deduction have an adjusted gross income of under $200,000. The Tax Policy Center analysis 
indicates that nearly 30 percent of taxpayers with incomes between $50,000 and $150,000 would 
see a tax increase under the tax plan that eliminates the deduction for state and local taxes 
(SALT).  

 
• SALT benefits homeowners. Eliminating the SALT deduction would raise taxes on middle 

class homeowners – even if the standard deduction were doubled. A recent study commissioned 
by the National Association of Realtors found that homeowners with an adjusted gross income 
between $50,000 and $200,000 would see an average tax increase of $815 if SALT were 
eliminated and the standard deduction were doubled.  

 
• SALT supports the community. If SALT is eliminated, vital public sector services, including 

education, will be at risk. This is because the after tax cost to taxpayers of these services will 
increase, and state and local governments will find it harder to maintain the necessary level of 
services. 

 
• SALT is bipartisan and national. SALT is claimed by 44 million taxpayers in all 50 states, in 

both Democratic and Republican districts. 
 

SALT must be fully preserved – without limitation or modification 


