
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Positions Adopted at the 2016 Annual Business Meeting 
 

 
BYLAW AMENDMENTS  

 Bylaw Amendment C – Article 9 - Committees - Adopted 

RESOLVED, that Article 9 of the bylaws of the New York State School Boards Association 

(“Association”) shall be amended to change the date for the election of additional members to the 

Executive Committee and provide that the Association will annually set a due date for proposed 

resolutions and bylaw amendments. 

  

 Bylaw Amendment D – Article 17 – Amendment and Suspension - Adopted 

RESOLVED, that Article 17 of the bylaws of the New York State School Boards Association 

(“Association”) shall be amended to provide that the Association will annually set a due date for 

proposed bylaw amendments. 

 

SUNSETTING POSITION STATEMENTS       

Resolution 1 - Adopted 

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association support state proposals affecting 

public education that: 

 Provide access to programs that prepare students to be college-and-career-ready; 

 Achieve equity and adequacy in funding; 

 Promote efficiency and cost-effectiveness; 

 Advance high expectations for all students; 

 Embrace innovative approaches and assessments; 

 Foster community engagement and regional cooperation. 

 

Resolution 3 - Adopted 

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association oppose legislation that would provide 

tuition tax credits or educational vouchers that benefit private or parochial schools. 

 

NEW POSITION STATEMENTS       

Resolution 4 - Adopted 

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association urges the NYS Board of Regents to 

reconsider the higher passing scores and high school graduation requirements under consideration for 

future graduating classes, starting in the year 2022.      

 

 

 



 

 

Resolution 7 - Adopted 

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association support proposals that would allow 

students with disabilities to be tested at their developmental age. 

      

Resolution 8 - Adopted with Amendments  

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association support proposals authorizing school 

districts and BOCES to create a reserve fund to finance employee benefit obligations.  

   

Resolution 9 - Adopted 

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association support the appropriate use of 

technology to enhance academic programs. 

 

Resolution 10 - Adopted  

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association seek legislation to amend limitations 

on BOCES district superintendents compensation. 

 

Resolution 11 - Adopted  

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA) support legislation at the 

state level that would modify the reimbursement formula for school lunches. 

      

Resolution 12 – Adopted 

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association include as a legislative priority issue, 

reforms to Article 18-A of the General Municipal Law to obligate Industrial Development Agencies 

across New York State: 

  

I. To provide notice of any proposed tax exemption to each affected taxing jurisdiction, including 

each affected school district,  

II. To respond to requests for information from such affected taxing jurisdiction regarding the 

financial implications of proposed tax exemptions, and  

III. To provide a meaningful opportunity for school districts to be heard prior to voting upon or 

approving any such tax exemption. 

    

Resolution 13 – Adopted 

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association support legislation and regulations 

that ensure that Special Act School Districts are treated equitably with all other public school districts, 

including a tuition rate that reflects public expenses. 

 

Resolution 14 – Adopted 

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association support legislation that ensures aid 

provided to districts is not correlated to the percentage of students taking state or federally required 

tests, recognizing parents will make decisions in the best interest of their individual children, 

independent of Districts’ overall requirements. 

       

 

 



 

 

Resolution 15 – Adopted 

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association pursue and support legislation that 

will fully restore to all school districts, over a period of five to ten years, those funds withheld through 

Gap Elimination Adjustments (GEA). 

 

Resolution 16 – Adopted    

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association support legislation requiring the State 

to repay all public school districts over a five year period every dollar withheld under the GEA for the 

period 2010-2016. 

      

Resolution 17 - Adopted  

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association calls upon the state Legislature and 

the Governor to reform New York State education funding in accordance with the following tenets to 

ensure adequate resources to public schools in the State of New York by providing for: 

  

• Adequacy that provides sufficient resources to assure the opportunity for a sound basic education for 

all students; and 

• Equity to distribute a foundation level of state aid for every student that is based on the actual cost of 

providing a sound basic education that fairly compensates for differences in community costs, needs 

and resources while precluding municipalities from using state aid to replace local education 

resources; and 

• Flexibility to increase the percentage of operating aid so that boards of education retain the 

discretion to determine what educational programs best address local needs while local 

communities should not be restrained from determining the level of funding they will expend to 

support educational programs; and 

• Predictability based on timely passage of the state budget and stable funding distributed through a 

consistent, uniformly applied formula that would not require annual manipulation by the Legislature 

and that would facilitate long-term planning by school districts; and 

• Clarity by establishing a funding formula that is easily explained and understood. 

      

Resolution 18 - Adopted  

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association will advocate for statewide policies 

and legislation that would update education funding formulas with 2015-16 student enrollment, wealth 

and poverty factors, and the needs resource capacity index data for districts experiencing increased 

enrollments and significant student population changes over the past eight years. 

      

Resolution 20 – Adopted 

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association calls upon the New York State 

Department of Education to revise the current pathways toward achieving a high school diploma for 

New York students including the reinstatement of the Local High School Diploma, the use of 

performance-based assessments and multiple pathways to graduation, the modification of requirements 

for students completing a BOCES, career, or technical education program, and the reinstatement of the 

Regents Competency Tests. 

  

 


