
 

 

Priority Budget Issues 
 

State Financial Support for Public School Districts 

NYSSBA seeks an increase in support for public school districts of $2.0 billion in 2017-18. We 
propose a $1.4 billion increase in Foundation Aid, and the remainder for other budget priorities, 
including $95 million for districts who have experience enrollment growth and $18 million to 
support English language learners. In addition, NYSSBA requests the inclusion of funding for 
struggling and persistently struggling schools, as well as an increase in the current aidable salary cap 
for BOCES career and technical education teachers and special services aid.  

NYSSBA opposes the Executive’s proposal to repeal the Foundation Aid formula. Instead, the 
formula should be fully phase-in in with three years. The Foundation Aid formula incorporates the 
cost of educating a student, the needs of students within each district, variations in regional costs 
and the district’s local ability to support the cost of educating a successful student.  

Property Tax Cap 

NYSSBA seeks amendments to the property tax cap to make the allowable growth factor a flat 2%; 
exempt BOCES capital expenditures from the calculation of the cap; include PILOT properties in 
the tax base growth factor; account for enrollment growth in the calculation; reform the tax cap 
override process and prohibit negative tax caps. 

Charter Schools  

NYSSBA opposes the Executive’s proposal to change the charter school law. Charter schools are 
already slated to receive $54 million in bullet aid (an increase of about $430 per student) allocated in 
the 2016-17 budget starting April 1, 2017.  This funding should represent their increase for 2017, 
and therefore any additional costs, including the basic tuition increase, should not be passed on to 
districts.  

NYSSBA also opposes increases in charter school facilities payments and additional requirements 
for the provision of space in co-located charter schools in the City of New York.  

NYSSBA opposes the proposed de facto increase in the cap on the number of charters available by 
allowing all charters for schools that have been closed to be reused, and the elimination of the NYC 
regional cap of 50, as proposed by the Executive.    

Prekindergarten  

NYSSBA has repeatedly called for the streamlining and the expansion of prekindergarten funding. 
We support the Executive’s proposal to begin the process. However, we recommend that the new 
funding, including the $5 million in this proposal, be incorporated into the consolidated stream, 
rather than creating another grant program. We also call for expenses associated with 
prekindergarten transportation to be aidable to the same extent as all other k-12 transportation.  

For additional information, please call NYSSBA Governmental Relations at 518-783-0200. 


