
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 26, 2017 
 
The Honorable Charles Schumer 
United States Senate 
322 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Senator Schumer: 
 
On behalf of the New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA), I am writing at this time to share the 
Association’s reaction to the administration’s 2018 budget proposal and some of NYSSBA’s federal budget 
priorities. As you begin your work on the FY 2018 budget, I hope you will consider the following positions and 
recommendations. 
 
Fund Title I Grants for Disadvantaged Students   
 
As states and districts begin addressing the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), it is more important than ever 
that we not just maintain but increase Title I funding. Although the  administration recommended an increase in 
overall funding for Title I grants of  $334 million, their proposal would change the  composition of the grants to 
shift $1 billon to fund school choice programs through a newly established “Furthering Options for Children to 
Unlock Success (FOCUS) grant program to direct funds to districts that adopted open enrollment policies and 
agree to adopt weighted student funding systems that allow federal, state, and local funds to follow students to 
the public school of their choice.  
 
Rather than diverting funding into new programs, we ask that the federal government honor the commitment 
made with the enactment of ESSA to increase funds for Title I, distributed to schools running programs that are 
required under ESSA. 
 
Increase Special Education Grants to States 
 
Level funding, as proposed by the administration, for special education grants under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is for all intents and purposes a cut to special education funding due to 
increased costs and anticipated increases in students receiving such services. 
 
Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), states and districts are provided with federal 
funding to help school districts pay for services to students with disabilities. When enacted in 1975, Congress 
promised that the federal share of funding for this program would be 40 percent of the average per pupil 
expenditure nationally. However, the 40 percent promise has never been fulfilled. For example, the average 
federal share of funding per pupil in FY 2017 was $1,777 (approximately 16%). The FY 2018 proposal would 
represent an average reduction of about $35 per pupil. Congress should begin to make good on that promise 
and increase funding for special education this year.  
 



Protect School-based Medicaid  
 
In addition to changes proposed as part of the American Health Care Act, which could reduce the available 
Medicaid funding to school districts by $839 billion dollars, the administration requests an additional reduction 
to school-based Medicaid  totaling $610 billion over ten years.  
 
School-based Medicaid programs are a vital resource to children who can’t access critical health care and health 
services outside of their schools. Under this bill, the bulk of the mandated costs of providing health care 
coverage would be shifted to the states, even though health needs and costs of care for children will remain the 
same or increase. Perhaps most significantly, Medicaid funding is used to offset the cost of Medicaid eligible 
special education services for eligible students. In the event that this funding goes away, the mandate to provide 
these services remains. School-based Medicaid should be protected.  
 
Maintain Title II Supporting Effective Instruction (SEI) State Grants  
 
Under ESSA, $2.3 billion in Title II funding was intended for programs to support class-size reduction 
initiatives, professional development and in-service training for teachers, technology integration into curricula, 
training on data usage to improve student achievement and student data privacy, parental/community 
engagement, development of STEM master teacher corps, civics, and implementation of performance-based 
compensation systems. New York currently receives approximately $176 million of this funding. With ESSA 
implementation efforts underway that emphasize the role of effective teachers, principals and school leaders, the 
loss of Title II investments could impact state and local efforts to develop tools and incentives focused on 
strengthening instruction, improving student academic outcomes, and retaining effective educators, especially 
for schools in underserved communities. To successfully implement federally required turnaround efforts, this 
funding will be needed and should be maintained.  
 
Do Not Expand Funding for the Charter Industry, Vouchers and Education Tax Credits  
 
At a time when districts are about to implement new ESSA programs, and costs associated with  special 
education are increasing with no guarantee of increasing resources, it is not the time to divert needed funding to 
support private schools and the growing charter industry.  
 
Maintain Impact Aid 
 
Impact Aid provides a vital source of support for 1,400 school districts across the nation that have a federal 
presence within their boundaries. These resources help districts provide educational services to students whose 
parents and guardians are enlisted in our Armed Forces, as well as those who reside on tribal trust lands. 
Though the administration has requested some Impact Aid be maintained, there is also a proposal to eliminate 
$68 million in Impact Aid federal properties payments to school districts. Districts depend on this funding to 
offset revenue lost due to the presence of non-taxable federal property within their boundaries. NYSSBA 
opposes this proposal and calls for the maintenance of all Impact Aid programs. 
 
Maintain 21st Century Community Learning Centers 
 
The administration has requested the elimination of the $1.164 billion in funding for the 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers. This would result in a loss of $75 million to New York programs providing after 
school programs and services. NYSSBA opposes this cut and requests the reauthorization of these programs.  
 



Maintain Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants 
 
As a part of the authorization of ESSA, $400 million was included to fund a grant program to help support 
activities that provide students with a well-rounded education, ensure safe and supportive learning 
environments, and use technology to improve instruction. This program was funded through the consolidation 
of four existing programs and should be continued, as intended when ESSA was adopted with bipartisan 
support.  
 
Thank you for considering our recommendations. If you have any questions or require additional information, 
please contact me at 518-783-0200.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Timothy G. Kremer 
Executive Director 
 
Cc:  NYS Congressional Delegation 
 Deborah Rigsby, NSBA 
 


