
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 20, 2017 
 
The Honorable Charles Schumer 
322 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Senator Schumer:  
 
The New York State  School Boards Association, (NYSSBA), representing more than 90 percent of the school boards 
across New York State, recognizes that our members depend on federal funding to deliver needed, and in many cases 
required, services to our students.  
 
In recent weeks our members have been engaged in a great deal of conversation that focused on the Trump 
administration  priorities, particularly the President’s proposals to cut funding to the US Department of Education, while 
shifting remaining funding from  existing programs and funding lines to new programs.  As work progresses on the FY 
2018 federal budget, we urge your consideration of the following funding priorities:   
 
Keep Public Funding in Public School Districts: Much attention has been focused on proposals to drive federal 
education dollars into school choice programs, which support nonpublic schools and charter schools. The Administration 
has proposed reducing funding for the Department of Education by 13% while at the same time increasing funding for 
choice programs by $1.4 billion. NYSSBA strongly opposes such a shift. Directing public dollars to non-public and 
charter schools is the wrong strategy for our students.  
 
Fully Fund Implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA): In the 2017-18 school year, states and 
school districts will begin the hard work of implementing ESSA. There will be changes in reporting requirements, a new 
accountability system and potentially new improvement strategies to be started.  Districts will need resources in order to 
begin this important work. Title I funding, for example, has historically been one of the key funding mechanisms for the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (which ESSA renews). Shifting that funding away from building level strategies 
and focusing on student level funding and changes in enrollment policies, as has been proposed by the Administration, 
would dilute the effectiveness of ESSA funding.  
 
Special Education: Federal investments in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) are a top priority for 
school boards in New York State.  The Administration’s proposal to provide flat funding for special education grants will 
fund approximately 16 percent of what is historically considered the additional cost of educating students with disabilities. 
This is far short of the 1975 promise of 40 percent of each state's excess cost of educating children with disabilities. 
NYSSBA urges you to honor that commitment and increase investments in IDEA in the coming year.  
 
21st Century Community Learning Centers:  The Administration has proposed eliminating the $1.2 billion allocation 
that supports before and after school programs, as well as summer programming through the 21st Century Learning 
Centers. This funding, paid out to  districts in grants to support students in extended day and extended year programs has 
provided  many New York students with access to supports and programs  beyond the offerings within their traditional 
school day. This essential investment should be continued, allowing students in high need communities to access these 
expanded offerings.  
  
Aid Payments for Federal Property: NYSSBA supports continued appropriations for Impact Aid, which makes 
payments to districts to replace the revenue lost by having large amounts of federally owned tax-exempt properties within 



their boundaries. The Administration’s budget request to Congress recommends the elimination of this funding, which is 
now paid to more than 200 school districts in 29 states. Funding for Impact Aid payments must be maintained for the 
benefit of all students in these important and unique school districts.  
 
Sequestration: NYSSBA asks that the budget include another Bipartisan Budget Agreement that avoids the across-the-
board cuts to education and other programs that support our students. Development of a permanent solution to the 
unintended consequences of the Budget Control Act of 2011 will help stabilize the budget and appropriations process, as 
well prioritize elementary and secondary education spending. 
 
NYSSBA looks forward to working with you as you proceed through the next federal budget cycle. We thank you for your 
commitment to New York’s students and school districts, and hope you will consider these issues in the months to come.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions, at 518-783-0200.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Timothy G. Kremer 
Executive Director 
 
CC: Kimberly Richey 
 


