
 

 

2017 Senate Budget Proposal 
 
State Aid 
 
The Senate proposal would increase school aid by $1.2 billion over 2016-17. The majority of this 
would be driven through a $906 million increase in Foundation Aid. The proposal would fully-fund 
expense-based aids and would increase the community schools set-aside funding by $125 million 
over 2016-17. 
 
Foundation Aid 
 
The Senate proposal rejects the Executive’s proposed repeal of the Foundation Aid formula, leaving 
the formula in law. However, instead of beginning to phase-in the existing formula, the Senate’s 
Foundation Aid increase would be distributed using multiple new tiers of funding. These tiers would 
focus on distribution  for districts with certain levels of English language learners (ELLs), small city 
districts, geographic sparsity, NYC and other non-Big 5 districts. The Senate’s proposal would 
guarantee a minimum Foundation Aid increase of 2.2% over 2016-17 levels for all districts. The 
Senate also accepts the Executive’s proposal to begin the collection of “direct certification” data, 
which could be used to provide for a more accurate measure of Free and Reduced Price Lunch 
(FRPL) counts. 
 
Community Schools 
 
The Senate proposal would increase the community schools funding by $125 million over 2016-17 
($75 million more than the Executive’s proposal). The proposal would leave the community school 
funding as a set-aside within the proposed $906 million Foundation Aid increase, but would remove 
the requirement that such funds must be spent on community school initiatives. Instead, the 
Senate’s proposal makes using the funds on community school programs a local decision.  
 
Charter Schools 
 
The Senate proposal accepts, with technical modifications, the Executive’s proposals on charter 
schools including the unfreezing of charter school basic tuition starting in the 2017-18 school year, 
increasing facilities aid payments for New York City charters that are not co-located, as well as 
increased space requirements for co-located New York City charters.  
 
The Senate’s proposal expands upon the Executive’s by establishing a program of building aid for 
charter schools statewide, authorizing charter schools to participate in full-day UPK without first 
signing a contract with the collaborating district, and having school districts provide reimbursement 



 

 

to charters for support staff not provided by the district. Finally, the Senate proposes to eliminate 
the charter school cap statewide.   
 
Prekindergarten 
 
The Senate proposal modifies and expands upon the Executive proposals for prekindergarten. The 
Senate accepted the Executive’s proposal for the required adoption of NYS early learning standards, 
as well as the adoption of approved quality indicators as a condition of receiving prekindergarten 
funding. The Senate expands upon the Executive’s proposal to consolidate state funded 
prekindergarten programs to fully consolidate all prekindergarten streams by the 2022-23 school 
year. 
 
Education Tax Credit 
 
The Senate proposal includes a new version of the education tax credit, now called the “Education 
Affordability Tax Credit.” This program would be nearly identical to recent tax credit proposals 
advanced in the Senate, by offering up to $300 million per year in tax credits for those who 
contribute to programs that support non-public schools and other educational organizations. 
 
Mid-Year Budget Adjustment Authority 
 
The Senate rejects the Executive’s proposal to grant the state Division of Budget unilateral authority 
to make mid-year changes to the state budget in response to revenue shortfalls. 
 
Mayoral Control  
 
The Senate rejects the Executive’s proposal for a three year extension of mayoral control in New 
York City. 
 
Recovery High Schools  
 
The Senate modifies the Executive recommendation for Recovery High Schools for students with a 
diagnosed substance abuse disorder by increasing the number from two to three, and requiring that 
one be located on Long Island. 
 
Early College High Schools  
 
The Senate rejects the Executive’s proposal of an additional $5.3 million for early college high 
school grants. 
 
School Safety  
 
The Senate accepts the Executive’s proposal of $300,000 for a cyberbullying prevention initiative. 
The Senate in addition, adds $24.3 million for extended day and school violence prevention 
programs. 



 

 

 
Division of Human Rights Oversight 
 
The Senate rejects the Executive’s proposal to expand the jurisdiction of the Division of Human 
Rights over school districts and BOCES. 
 
Empire State After School Program 
 
The Senate rejects the Executive’s proposal for $35 million for after school program grants.  
 
Career and Technical Education 
 
The Senate’s proposal would increase the aidable salary cap for BOCES CTE teachers. This increase 
would be phased in over five years with $34,000 in the 2017-18 school year, $38,000 in the 2018-19 
school year, $42,000 in the 2019-20 school year, $46,000 in the 2020-12 school year and $50,000 in 
the 2021-22 school year.  
 
Erin Merryn’s Law 
 
The Senate’s proposal would establish “Erin Merryn’s Law” which would require the Board of 
Regents to consider the need for instruction in the prevention of child sexual abuse and exploitation 
for students in grades kindergarten through eighth grade and consider mandating the curriculum.  
 
English Language Learners  
 
The Senate’s proposal would provide for flexibility in compliance meeting some requirements under 
Part 154 of the Commissioner’s Regulations. This proposal would allow school districts who have 
made a “good faith effort” to hire a teacher that is dual-certified, to either hire a teacher who is 
certified in one area and scored proficiently on a content specialty test (CST) in the language being 
instructed, or, is certified for teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) to be 
employed instead.  
 
Transportation Aid  
 
The Senate’s proposal provides for a period of transportation aid forgiveness, through June 30, 
2017, for districts with late submissions of transportation contracts.  
 
Building Aid 
 
The Senate’s proposal provides for building aid forgiveness for districts with late submissions of 
final project cost reports. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Prior Year Aid Claims 
 
The Senate’s proposal would allow school districts facing state aid overpayment deductions to first 
apply the deduction to any funds owed to the district on the state’s prior year aid claims list.  
 
 
Partial Payments of Property Taxes  
 
The Senate proposal rejects the Executive’s proposal to allow for the partial payment of property tax 
bills by taxpayers.  
 
STAR  
 
The Senate proposal rejects the Executive’s proposal to cap the annual growth in STAR benefits at 
0%. The Senate's proposal leaves the annual cap at 2%. The proposal also repeals the new STAR 
credit after 2017-18, returning STAR to an exemption. The Senate also proposes to expand eligibility 
for the basic STAR program to include certain small business properties. 
 
 
 


