
 

 

2017 State of the State Highlights 

Education Funding 

No specific proposal was discussed. The Governor said “this year we will increase funding for 

education to a new record level all-time high.” NYSSBA has recommended a minimum $2 billion 

increase over 2016-17.  

Prekindergarten 

The Governor will propose legislation to start merging state funded prekindergarten programs into 

one program. The first phase proposed will be to merge the priority pre-K program with the original 

UPK program, unifying both program requirements and health and safety standards. The Governor 

will also propose $5 million in new funding for new pre-K seats. These seats would be grant funded, 

with a preference for high need students. NYSSBA has recommended the streamlining and 

consolidation of pre-K programs for several years in our budget recommendations. 

Protect the Rights of Homeless Students 

The Governor will advance legislation to change state law to comply with and exceed federal law. 

Currently student addresses are treated as directory information, which can embarrass homeless 

students. The proposal will reclassify student addresses as an education record affording that 

information a higher level of privacy.  

The proposal will also make changes to residency requirements, enrollment deadlines, transportation 

needs, and apply to access to pre-K, extracurricular activities and advanced coursework.  

The proposal will further clarify the state’s role in resolving disputes including determinations about 

what school a student should attend when moving between shelters and streamlining coordination 

with social service agencies.  

Create Recovery High Schools 

The Governor will advance legislation to allow for the creation of 2 recovery high schools. These 

school would be run by BOCES and overseen and approved by the Office of Alcohol and 

Substance Abuse Services; one upstate one downstate. No specific funding stream was identified. 

School Districts and the Human Rights Law 

The Governor will advance legislation to amend the Human Rights Law and grant authority over 

school district students to the State Division of Human Rights (DHR). Similar proposals have been 

advanced in recent years in response to case law that removed this authority from DHR.  

Increase the Number of Students Eating Healthy School Meals in High Poverty Districts 

The Governor will advance legislation that would:  

 Offer a third round of farm-to-school grants for up to 15 new projects ($500,000) 

 Create a procurement training and resource program to encourage farm-to-school programs 
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 Hold a farm-to-school summit 

 Expand “Agriculture in the Classroom” programs to teach students about healthy eating. 

There is a reference to funding but no dollar amount attached. 

 

NYSSBA’s 2017 budget recommendations called for an increase in the school lunch reimbursement 

rate, which would also help more districts participate in these programs.  

Early College High Schools 

The Governor will propose $5.3 million in new funding to expand this program – allowing for at 

least 10 new P-TECH schools. Schools identified as struggling or persistently struggling would get 

preference in the selection process.  

AP Testing Fee 

The Governor will propose $2 million to cover AP test fees for low income students. This funding 

would replace federal funding for a standalone program that was swept into a larger program.  

Master Teacher Programs 

The Governor will propose $2 million for $15,000 stipends for state designated master computer 

science teachers.  

Excellence in Teaching Awards 

The Governor will propose $400,000 for 60 additional teachers (awarded regionally) to be 

recognized as a part of this program.  

Incentives to Use Online Texts  

The Governor will propose legislation that would allow districts to work with online materials 

developers and directing any instructional materials savings achieved into professional development.  

NY Tech Workforce Development Taskforce 

The Governor will establish a task force of industry leaders to inform K-12 and higher education as 

well as workforce development programs on how to best prepare students for that workforce.  

 


