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Many school districts throughout New York State have experienced recent and dramatic increases in 
enrollment, driven by the arrival of high numbers of unaccompanied minors presenting for 
enrollment in their schools.  The New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA) calls on 
Congress to provide resources to school districts to ensure that the needs of these newly arrived 
students can be met.  Further, NYSSBA calls for measures to ensure that newly arrived students, 
who may struggle with performance during their period of adjustment, are treated fairly during their 
transition.   
 
The Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR), a division of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, reports that 5,955 youths were placed with sponsors in New York State [in federal 
Fiscal Year 2014 (October 2013 through September 2014) and an additional 322 in Fiscal Year 2015 
(based on data available for October 1 through November 30, 2014).]  Fifty-one percent or 3,189 of 
these students are located in suburban Long Island districts.  The chart below provides a breakdown 
of counties that admitted 50 or more students.  This data only accounts for those students that have 
been placed with a sponsor.  Youths who are living with family or friends may not be accounted for.  
  
 

Counties in New York State which received 50 or more        
unaccompanied minors in Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015 
County FY 2014 FY 2015 Total 
Bronx 495 

 
495 

Kings 535 
 

535 
Nassau 1446 56 1502 
New York 77 

 
77 

Orange 74 
 

74 
Putnam 54 

 
54 

Queens 902 53 955 
Rockland 232 

 
232 

Suffolk  1600 87 1687 
Westchester 322 

 
322 

Total 5737 196 5933 
*Data is from the Office of Refugee Resettlement 

 
 
 

To appropriately serve these students, districts must invest additional resources to meet their 
extraordinary needs.  Not only are most of these students English language learners, many have 



 

experienced interruptions in their formal education and have extreme non-educational support 
needs.  Many of the districts now enrolling these students have limited space, few programs left to 
cut and inadequate experience in providing the supports needed.  Complicating the situation is the 
fact that school districts were not able to anticipate the significant increase in enrollment and budget 
for additional students.  As a result, districts are in need of immediate financial assistance for the 
additional expenses incurred to educate the new students.     
 
Districts impacted by the influx of unaccompanied minors need immediate and adequate financial 
assistance.  These districts will require ongoing aid to meet the continued academic and non-
educational supports needed by the new students.   
 
Schools will also need time to work with these students to provide necessary academic, language and 
other supports.  Steps must be taken to ensure students are given time to succeed; and that schools 
and districts are not penalized under federal accountability programs.  
 
Our schools are making every effort to educate and meet the substantial needs of these students. 
The federal government must partner with schools in this effort.  For additional information, please 
contact NYSSBA governmental relations at 518-783-0200. 
 

 


