
 

 

AMENDMENT REQUESTED 

A.9608-B (Lavine) 

Relates to early voting; provides that beginning the eighth day prior to any election and ending on 
and including the second day prior to the election a person duly registered and eligible to vote shall 

be permitted to vote. 
 

The New York State School Boards Association requests an amendment to the above referenced 

legislation.  

NYSSBA appreciates the intent of this legislation. However, we have serious concerns regarding 

impact on school districts relating to the safety of our students and the disruption to the educational 

process.  

If enacted, this bill would require that polling places be open and running for up to 8 days prior to 

any general, primary, or special election until the second day prior to such election. Under current 

law, if a local board of elections designates a school as a polling place, that school must make space 

available to serve as a polling place. NYSSBA requests an amendment to this bill providing school 

districts the authority to decline a building’s designation as a polling location. 

Using school buildings as polling places is concerning for many school administrators and is a 

practice that extends far beyond general election day. This practice allows for unfettered access to 

school buildings and students, disruption to academic programs, and compromises district security. 

On polling days when schools’ doors are open, anyone and everyone has access to those school 

buildings. While the classrooms and student areas of the school buildings are off-limits to voters, 

once inside, a determined individual can easily leave the polling place to access students and staff. 

Moreover, in some instances, the presence of the polling place can lead to the canceling of school 

events or the polling place is in the same room as the school cafeteria or gym where the students 

have lunch or class.  

Some school districts consider closing schools on polling days to avoid security issues, but early 

voting would require schools serving as polling places to open their doors to the public for weeks at 

a time.  It is simply not feasible, nor responsible, to close schools to students for 7 days leading up 

to every election that the school is deemed to serve as a polling place. This requirement would also 

mandate that school buildings be open on weekends. Since buildings are not generally open on 

weekends, this could result in additional costs to the district.  

For these reasons, , NYSSBA requests that this bill be amended to include language providing 

school districts the authority to decline a building’s designation as a polling location. For additional 

information, please contact NYSSBA Governmental Relations at 518-783-0200. 


