
 

 

2018 Assembly Budget Proposal 

 

State Aid 

The Assembly would increase education funding by $1.5 billion over 2017-18. The majority of the 

additional aid would be provided through a $1.2 billion increase in Foundation Aid. The proposal 

would also continue to fully-fund expense-based aids. 

Foundation Aid 

The Assembly proposal commits to a restart of the Foundation Aid formula, phasing in full-funding 

over four years. The proposed $1.2 billion increase in Foundation Aid distribution methodology 

would focus heavily on Free and Reduced Price Lunch (FRPL) and Combined Wealth Ratio (CWR) 

data, as well as growth in English language learners (ELLs) and enrollment. The proposal would 

guarantee that all districts receive at least 50% of their formula-based Foundation Aid amount and 

would provide all districts with an increase in Foundation Aid over 2017-18. 

Expense-Based Aid Cap 

The Assembly rejects the Executive proposal to cap BOCES aid, transportation aid and building aid 

to two percent annual growth. 

School Building Spending Approval 

The Assembly rejects the Executive proposal to require certain school districts to submit building-

level spending plans to the State Division of Budget and the State Education Department for 

approval, or risk losing state aid. 

Community Schools 

The Assembly accepts the Executive proposal to increase the Community Schools set-aside within 

Foundation Aid by $50 million over 2017-18. The Assembly modifies the Executive proposal by 

limiting the percentage of Foundation Aid that can be “set-aside” in the future. 

Charitable Contribution Funds 

The Assembly accepts the Executive proposal to create local charitable funds for school districts. A 

small adjustment is proposed by the Assembly in an attempt to better ensure school districts have 

full discretion over the funds. 

The Assembly rejects the Executive proposal to create state charitable contribution funds. 
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English Language Learners 

The Assembly proposes $15 million in grants to provide additional supports to English language 

learners and homeless students. 

Student Health and Mental Health Services 

The Assembly proposal would provide Buffalo and Rochester City school districts each with a $1.2 

million grant to provide school health services. Additionally, the Assembly increases the Executive’s 

proposed $250,000 in grants to expand mental health services in community schools, to $1.5 million 

and expands eligible applicants to all districts.  

BOCES District Superintendent Compensation 

The Assembly proposes to update the cap on compensation for BOCES district superintendents. 

The new cap would be limited to 106% of the prior year salary or 98% of the SED Commissioner’s 

2017-18 salary, whichever is less.  

Sexual Harassment Policies 

The Assembly proposal would require the Division of Human Rights to develop a model sexual 

harassment and discrimination policy that employers, including school districts, would have the 

option to adopt or develop their own. In addition, the Assembly proposal would include a 

prohibition against mandating arbitration of harassment complaints in employee contracts or 

confidential settlements absent the consent of the victim.   

 
Building Aid Forgiveness  

The Assembly proposal includes a renewed period of building aid forgiveness, or amnesty, for 

capital projects that have aid threatened due to minor technical or clerical issues associated with the 

submission of final cost reports. The proposal would provide districts with the prorated portion of 

the remaining building aid owed on the project, while ensuring that any aid loss would not exceed 

five percent. 

Prior Year Aid Claims 

The Assembly proposal includes a plan to use monies recovered from state aid overpayments as an 

additional revenue source to further pay down the prior year aid claims list. 

Tax Cap 

The Assembly proposal would clarify a portion of the tax cap by allowing a district to count 

expenses related to BOCES capital and facilities in the district’s capital exclusion.  

Tax Certioraris 

The Assembly proposal would make borrowing costs associated with large tax certioraris building 

aid eligible. In order to qualify, the total amount of the bond would need to exceed the district’s total 

general fund expenditures (TGFE). 
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Charter Schools 

The Assembly rejects the Executive proposals to cap charter facilities reimbursement and 

reimbursement for basic supplemental tuition for New York City, as well as the additional 

appropriations for charter schools. The Assembly proposal would further limit expansion of charter 

school space in New York City and rejects the Executive’s proposal to set aside over $22 million for 

New York City charter school grants. The Assembly would make reimbursement for supplemental 

basic charter tuition a current year aid for all applicable districts in 2017-18 and then eliminate the 

requirement that districts pay supplemental basic charter school tuition after 2017-18.  

Prekindergarten 

The Assembly proposes an additional $35 million to expand the Universal Prekindergarten program 

and would limit new student placements to 4-year olds. Additionally, the Assembly proposes 

continued integration of all prekindergarten programs into the Universal Prekindergarten program, 

while maintaining current funding levels. 

No Student Goes Hungry 

The Assembly modified the Executive’s proposal to prohibit “lunch shaming” by allowing school 

districts to communicate with parents via their student regarding unpaid meal charges, provided the 

parent has given written permission for the district to do so. In addition, the Assembly proposal 

would expand the proposed “Breakfast After the Bell” program to require participation by charter 

schools, and would also establish a process by which schools could seek a waiver from 

participation.  

Summer Special Education 

The Assembly rejects the Executive proposal to shift the summer special education program 

reimbursement from the current uniform 80% to each district’s individual public excess cost aid 

ratio. The shift would result in a reduction of reimbursement levels for all but a few districts, and 

cost school districts statewide an estimated $70 million.  

Early College High Schools 

The Assembly reduced the Executive’s $9 million proposal to $3 million. The proposed expansion 

would target schools with low graduation rates and give preference to programs that partner with 

employers in the fields of computer science, engineering, and finance. 

After-School Programs 

The Assembly reduced the Executive’s proposed increase from $10 million to $5 million.  

Early Voting 

The Assembly proposal would establish a 7-day early voting period for primary, general, and special 

elections. The proposal would allow for County Boards of Elections and the City of New York to 

designate early voting polling places, including school buildings.  
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Division of Human Rights 

The Assembly accepts the Executive’s proposal to expand the jurisdiction of the Division of Human 

Rights over students attending public school districts and BOCES.  

Special Act School Districts 

The Assembly proposal includes a 4% rate increase for special act school districts. In addition, the 

Assembly would authorize special act districts to establish fiscal stabilization reserve funds. 

Pathways to Graduation 

The Assembly proposal would phase-in an increase in the aidable limit on BOCES teachers’ salaries, 

eventually reaching $52,000 in 2022-23. The Assembly would also phase-in the use of 9th graders in 

the pupil count for special services aid, paid to non-component districts. 

Minority and Women Owned Businesses 

The Assembly modifies the Executive proposal to require all state funded agencies, including school 

districts, to develop a 3-year growth plan for the promotion and increased participation by minority 

and women owned enterprises (MWBE) in their contracts. The Assembly proposal would allow 

municipalities who have local MWBE programs to be exempt from participation in the state 

program.  

STAR 

The Assembly rejects the Executive proposal to cap the annual growth in STAR benefits for 

property taxpayers at 0%. The Assembly’s proposal leaves the annual cap at its current 2%. 

Property Taxes on State Land 

The Assembly rejects the Executive proposal to tie growth in property taxes paid on state land to 

the tax cap’s allowable growth factor. 

 


