
 

 

School Based Budget Approval 

The Executive proposes a requirement that certain school districts be directed to create school 
building-level spending plans, which would be subject to approval by the State Division of the 
Budget and State Education Department.  

In 2018-19, the Big 5 city school districts (New York City, Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse and 
Yonkers) would be required to submit their school building-level spending plans. Such spending 
plans would be examined considering factors such as student demographics, per pupil funding and 
source of funds. This requirement would expand in 2019-20 to include any school district that had at 
least nine school buildings and received at least fifty percent of its total revenue from state aid. 
Current data indicates this could impact ten additional districts: Binghamton, Brentwood, Elmira, 
Hempstead, Jamestown, Newburgh, Niagara Falls, Rome, Schenectady and Utica.  

Impacted districts that do not obtain approval of their spending plans would be ineligible to receive 
their state aid increase for the applicable year. Plan review and approval would be contingent upon 
DOB and SED determination that the district distributed its funding equitably among students and 
schools.  

NYSSBA is strongly opposed to this proposal. It threatens the authority and autonomy of locally 
elected and appointed school boards and the voters who put them in those roles. School boards and 
other local school district leaders best know the needs of their districts.  

District financial transparency has never been greater. As part of the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), school districts will already be required to report on school building-level spending, 
subjecting that information to even greater levels of public scrutiny. In addition, recent changes in 
state law require reporting on the minutia of school district finances, including reserve levels, how 
they are funded and how the monies are expended.  

NYSSBA anticipates numerous potential timing and logistical issues between when a district finds 
out the level of state aid it will receive, puts their budget up for a public vote, submits spending 
plans to the state for approval and begins their fiscal year. NYSSBA is also deeply concerned about 
the potential this proposal has to subvert the will of the voters that approve district budgets. 
NYSSBA will advocate for the removal of this proposal from the Enacted budget.  

For additional information please contact NYSSBA Governmental Relations at 518-783-0200. 


