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August 2018 Federal Talking Points 
 
FY 2018 Federal Education Investments 

 In the 2018-19 Federal Budget, include the following priorities:  
o Prioritize federal investments in Title I, special education (IDEA), Title II funds for 

professional development, Title IV and other education programs 

 Funding will be needed to properly implement ESSA 
o Provide funding for School Safety Initiatives 
o Retain current funding for school districts through the Impact Aid program  

Tax Reform 

 Support a full restoration of the SALT deduction 

 The SALT deduction is good for New York  
o Maintaining the cap helps other states at the expense of New Yorkers 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 

 Support immediate legislative action to protect DACA recipients and to place childhood 
arrivals on a path to citizenship 

 Children deserve to feel safe and secure in their schools 
Net Neutrality 

 Support the 21st Century Internet Act 

 School districts are more dependent than ever on access to online materials and resources 
o If this action is not overturned, internet providers could slow down certain content 

in favor of content created by their “preferred” provider; 
o Providers could also charge small developers higher rates for delivering their content, 

resulting in those costs being passed on to districts or the possibility of content never 
making it to market at all  

School Based Medicaid and Healthcare Reform 

 Prioritize our most vulnerable students and carefully consider important benefits that 
Medicaid funding provides to schools to address the needs of these students 

o School districts are required to educate students, regardless of immigration status, 
and we should ensure that all students, regardless of status, have access to needed 
medical care 

School Choice 

 Public school districts offer diverse school choice options to parents that maximize student 
outcomes for success and assure every child is prepared for college, careers, and citizenship 

 Support policies that would “level the playing field”, so all schools that receive public funds 
are held to the same accountability standards 

 Oppose any legislation that would redirect resources from public school districts, where 87% 
of students are educated 

Perkins Reauthorization 

 If appropriate, thank the member for their support of Perkins Reauthorization 
o Staff will have the vote count 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

FY 2019 Priority Budget Issue Update  
 
 

 
 

Priority Issues Current FY2018 
Funding 

Administration’s 
FY2019 Budget 

Request 

Senate 
Appropriations 

Committee Mark for 
FY2019 

House 
Appropriations 

Committee Mark for 
FY2019 

Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) - Title I 
Grants for Disadvantaged 
Students 

$16.44 billion - Benefits more 
than 
25 million students. 

$15.9 billion $16.56 billion - Would 

provide a $125 million 

increase over FY 2018. 

$16.44 billion 

Individuals with 
Disabilities Education 

$12.27 billion $12 billion $12.4 billion $12.32 billion 

Act (IDEA) State Grants Supports more than 6.5 million 
students with disabilities. 

 Would provide a 
$125 million increase 
over FY2018. 

Would provide a $50 
million increase over 
FY2018. 

ESSA -Title II Grants 
Supporting Effective 
Instruction 

$2.056 billion - Supports training 
and preparation for 
teachers/school leaders, class-size 
reduction, civics engagement, etc. 

$0 $2.056 billion $2.056 billion 

ESSA -Title IV Grants 
Student Support and 
Academic Enrichment 

$1.1 billion - Supports STEM 
education and computer science; 
school safety and violence 
prevention; and, use of 
technology to improve 
instruction. 

$0 $1.22 billion - Would 
provide a $125 million 
increase over FY2018. 

$1.2 billion - Would 
provide a 
$100 million increase 
over FY2018. 

Impact Aid $1.41 billion - Provides flexible 
support to school districts with 
non- taxable, federally owned 
land and activities, such as 
military bases. 

$1.26 billion $1.43 billion - Would 
provide a $25 million 
increase over FY2018. 

$1.46 billion - Would 
provide a $52 million 
increase over FY2018. 

Perkins Career and 
Technical Education 
State Grants 

$1.19 billion - Supports 
integration of academic, career, 
and technical instruction, as well 
as state/local program 
improvements for career 
pathways. 

$1.11 billion $1.19 billion $1.46 billion - Would 
provide a 
$115 million increase 
over FY2018. 

ESSA - Title III Grants – 
English Language 
Acquisition 

$737 million - Provides grants to 
states for English learners (ELs) 
and competitive grants for 
professional development. 

$737 million $737 million $737 million 
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Advocacy Liaison Job Description 

 
The role of the Advocacy Liaison is: 

 Stay subscribed to NYSSBA Advocacy Alerts 

 Attend NYSSBA advocacy events such as conferences and webinars (with Board approval) 

 Brief your board on NYSSBA advocacy activities 

 Share information contained in Advocacy Alerts at board meetings 

 Respond to "Call to Action" alerts and encourage other board members to do so 

 Act as a coordinator for in-district legislative visits 

 Serve as a point of contact for limited, targeted communication 
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NYSSBA August 2018 Federal Priorities 
 
Support FY 2018-19 Investments in Public Education  
 
NYSSBA supports enactment of an appropriations bill that maximizes the investments in special 
education, Title I grants for disadvantaged students, Title II grants to support professional 
development and Title IV grants to support a variety of  academic programs. NYSSBA also calls for 
investments to support school safety programs and maintenance of investments in impact aid.  
 
Tax Reform 
 
NYSSBA calls for full restoration of deductibility of state and local taxes. This double tax 
disproportionally hurts New Yorkers and we need all representatives of New York to stand up for 
New York’s tax payers.  
 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
 
NYSSBA supports immediate legislative action to protect DACA recipients and to place childhood 
arrivals on a path to citizenship. Children deserve to feel safe and secure in their homes and schools 
and absent that security are less likely to be academically successful. Moreover, successful students 
need access to medical care and other services regardless of family circumstances or immigration 
status. NYSSBA supports preserving access to these programs for all students.  
 
Net Neutrality 
 
NYSSBA supports the preservation of Net Neutrality, be it through the adoption of the 21st Century 
Internet Act or other means. School districts are more dependent than ever on access to online 
materials and resources. If the action of the Federal Communications Commission is not 
overturned, Internet providers could slow down certain content in favor of content created by their 
“preferred” providers. Internet service providers could also charge small developers higher rates for 
delivering their content, resulting in those costs being passed on to districts or the possibility of 
content never making it to market at all, thus letting internet providers, not educators, determine 
what content our students use.   
 
School Choice 
 
Public school districts offer diverse school choice options to parents that maximize student 
outcomes for success and assure every child is prepared for college, careers, and citizenship. These 
programs include AP, IB and other enrichment programs, magnet schools, early college high schools 
(such as P-Tech) and others. NYSSBA urges you to support policies that would level the playing 
field and ensure that all schools that receive public funds are held to the same accountability 
standards. NYSSBA opposes any proposal that would redirect resources from public school 
districts, where 87% of students are educated, to support non-public schools.  
 



 

 

2018-19 Federal Budget Priorities 

ESSA, Title I-A: Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged  

Title I serves as a critical additional support for school districts serving low-income students. NYSSBA has 
welcomed the incremental Title I funding increases that Congress has provided in recent years. NYSSBA 
urges continued prioritization of this flexible and important funding stream to ensure that school districts 
have the resources required to provide the instructional and non-instructional supports struggling students 
need.  
 
IDEA State Grants 
 
NYSSBA’s members are deeply committed to serving students with disabilities by providing free and 
appropriate public education in the least restrictive setting to students with disabilities. However, the cost of 
meeting that commitment grows every year at a far greater rate than federal funding increases.  
 
NYSSBA calls on federal leaders to revisit this issue and to significantly expand investments in the IDEA 
State Grants program, including putting the federal government on a reasonable path toward meeting the 
40% funding commitment that was made when this program was established.   
 
ESSA, Title II-A: Preparing, Training and Recruiting High Quality Teachers, Principals and Other 
School Leaders  
 
Research shows that teachers and school leaders have the biggest in-school impact on student outcomes. 
NYSSBA is disappointed by the Administration’s efforts to eliminate Title II-A’s investment in teachers and 
school leaders. More, not less, must be done for educator professional development, recruitment and 
retention. At a time when educator shortages are growing, especially in rural districts, special education, early 
learning and high need subjects like mathematics and science, districts require resources to recruit, retain and 
support the educators students need.  
 
ESSA, Title IV: Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants  
 
Congress used ESSA to consolidate and eliminate numerous programs, but established Title IV as a useful 
and flexible funding source that school districts could tailor to meet local challenges and promote locally-
driven priorities.  
 
NYSSBA members appreciated efforts to boost funding for this program in fiscal year 2018 and urge you to 
fund Title IV-A at the program’s $1.6 billion authorization level so that this block grant can meet its goal 
while helping school districts implement ESSA and support their high need students.  
 
School Safety 
 
In the wake of increased school violence nationwide, NYSSBA urges Congress to make significant 
investments in school safety programs. Districts need access to funding that supports school safety related 
programs, including but not limited to restorative justice programs, mental health services, school social 
workers and security related staff. 
  
In addition, districts need resources to invest in security related infrastructure. NYSSBA supports the 
establishment of a capital funding program that would provide grants, low interest loans and federally backed 
bonding capacity that would allow school districts to make much needed infrastructure improvements related 
to school safety. 



 

 

Restore the State and Local Tax (SALT) Deduction  
 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, adopted at the end of 2017, placed a $10,000 cap on state and local tax 
(SALT) deduction. This federal tax deduction, previously claimed by 44 million American 
taxpayers, has helped support vital investments in infrastructure, public safety, home ownership and 
education. NYSSBA opposed the adoption of this cap, and urges Congress to restore full SALT 
deductibility.  

   

 SALT deductibility prevents double taxation. SALT has been a feature of the tax code for 
more than 100 years. In 1913, the first federal income tax form allowed taxpayers to deduct state 
and local taxes, one of only six deductions allowed at the time. SALT prevents double taxation 
of Americans by allowing taxpayers to claim a deduction for the state and local taxes they have 
already paid from their income.  

 

 SALT deductibility benefits the middle class. Nearly 86 percent of taxpayers who claim the 
SALT deduction have an adjusted gross income of under $200,000.  

 

 SALT deductibility benefits homeowners. Limiting the SALT deduction is raising taxes on 
middle class homeowners – even with the doubling of standard deduction.   

 

 SALT deductibility supports the community. The limits placed on the SALT deduction place 
vital public sector services, including education, at risk. The after tax cost to taxpayers of these 
services has now effectively increased. 

 

 SALT deductibility is bipartisan and national.  The SALT deduction is claimed by 44 million 
taxpayers in all 50 states, in both Democratic and Republican districts. 

 

 SALT deductibility is good for New York and New Yorkers. NYSSBA calls on all officials 
elected to represent our state to support policies that are good for New York and oppose those 
that harm New Yorkers. Capping SALT deductibility is hurting New Yorkers.  

 

The SALT deduction must be fully restored.  
 



 

 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals & Education of All 

Students Regardless of Background 

 

The New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA) supports the passage of legislation that would 

protect the legal status of individuals who currently participate in the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

(DACA) program, and ensure that they are on a path to citizenship. NYSSBA also supports access to public 

education for all students, regardless of background, housing situation or immigration status. 

School districts have a clear obligation to all students to provide them with access to a free, appropriate 

public education. In fact, the Supreme Court’s landmark decision in Plyler v. Doe holds that states cannot 

constitutionally deny students a free public education on account of their immigration status. When a child 

presents him or herself for enrollment, we enroll and educate that child. Questions about district residency 

are addressed later. Questions about citizenship and immigration status are not asked at all.  

Since its establishment in 2012, DACA has provided a framework for families, communities and school 

districts to uniformly understand the rights and responsibilities of the students protected by this program. Of 

the 800,000 individuals covered by DACA, one-third (more than 200,000) are in high school. Additionally, 

more than 20,000 are actually serving as teachers in schools around the country.    

The looming concern that the DACA program will phase out has led to a growing sense of anxiety and 

uncertainty in our schools. Without immediate congressional action that would inscribe this program into law, 

that sense of fear and anxiety will continue and have adverse effects on both the mental and physical health 

of hundreds of thousands of individuals. One study showed that after DACA was implemented, there was a 

surge in enrollment of kids 5 and younger born to parents with DACA status in the national Special 

Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children benefit program. These U.S. born 

children will soon enter our schools. Teaching physically and emotionally healthy children not only warrants 

higher rates of success throughout that student’s academic career; it is also more financially viable for school 

districts. Reacting to physical and mental distress later in life is more costly than preparing children for a 

healthy life from the start. 

Finally, NYSSBA is extremely concerned about children being separated from their families. The emotional 

stress and trauma that results from such experiences will only have adverse effects on these children moving 

forward. These children may be our future students whom districts care for and educate. The adverse 

childhood experiences occurring now will make the jobs of our educators much harder in the future. 

Congress must act now, and alleviate the anxiety and potential disruption that this uncertainty will cause. 

Please take formal legislative action now to protect the legal status of DACA recipients and provide them 

with a path to citizenship, and permanently end the practice of separating family members at the border. 

For these reasons, NYSSBA strongly supports legislation to protect the legal status of individuals who 

currently participate in the DACA program, and ensure that they are on a path to citizenship.  



 

 

21st Century Internet Act 

 

The New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA) supports the 21st Century Internet Act, 

H.R. 6393, introduced by U.S. Representative Mike Coffman (R-CO) and referred to the House 

Committee on Energy and Commerce. The Act would permanently codify into law the principles of 

net neutrality, thereby ensuring that vital protections to all citizens’ and schools’ equal access to 

online information remain intact. Those principles state that Internet service providers (ISPs) shall 

not block, throttle, or engage in paid prioritization of lawful online content. 

In New York State, access to the internet is not evenly distributed. There are 1.1 million people in 

the state with access to only one wired provider, leaving them no options to switch if they find that 

provider’s offerings to be less than desirable or too costly. As representatives of New York’s public 

school districts, this is greatly troubling.  

Access to online educational resources helps school districts save money while exposing them to the 

most innovative and effective practices. Without protections from the Federal government, districts 

around the state will be vulnerable to the one or two ISPs that control the online content they can 

access. These ISPs can choose to charge educational companies providing online resources to 

schools significantly more to deliver content, and those companies could in turn pass those costs on 

to schools. For the many regions in our state with no ISP competition, we fear these providers will 

prioritize online companies who can afford to pay more. For schools unable to afford the higher 

fees passed to them by smaller educational technology companies, innovation will stall. As a result, 

certain schools will have far superior access to information than others and widen the achievement 

gap even further than it is now. That is unacceptable.  

The government has a duty to protect students. The FCC voted to abandon current regulatory 

practices that ensure all people, students, and school districts have equal access to online content 

regardless of where they are living or learning. By passing this bill, the decision making authority 

would be removed from the FCC and placed in the control of Congress.  

For these reasons, NYSSBA strongly supports the passage of the 21st Century Internet Act to 

uphold critical net neutrality protections.  

 



 
 
 
 

Oppose Redirection of Federal Funding 
from the Impact Aid Program 

 

 
 

The New York State School Boards Association opposes the below referenced legislation and urges 

your negative vote. 
 

H.R. 5199 and S. 2517 (Educational Savings Accounts for Military Families Act of 2018), would 

redirect federal funding from the Impact Aid program used for classroom instruction, counseling, 

tutoring and other academic support services for students whose parents and/or guardians are 

enlisted in the Armed Forces, as well as for students who reside on federal properties, such as 

Native American trust lands. Diverting the federal investment in Impact Aid into education savings 

accounts (ESAs) would be extremely detrimental for many of New York’s school districts and their 

students. 
 

The federal government is exempt from paying taxes on its property. Therefore, federal property 

located within a community imposes a financial burden on local taxpayers. Congress created the 

Impact Aid program to reimburse school districts for lost local tax revenue. 
 

New York State receives more than $47 million in Impact Aid. While not every district receives this 

aid, compensating for this shortfall will affect all school districts and students, as these funds are 

used in the general operating budget of school districts. A reduction in funding would result in the 

elimination of critical services that school districts provide to all students. 
 

Furthermore, ESAs are no different than traditional private school vouchers; they transfer funding 

from all public school students into an account for a small group of students to use on other 

education expenses, including private school tuition. 
 

Approximately 80% of children of military families attend public school districts. Military-connected 

students face unique challenges due to frequent relocations as well as the absence of their parents, 

who are often deployed or stationed overseas.  These challenges are recognized by public school 

districts through coordinated academic transfer agreements, as well as comprehensive systems of 

support. 
 

Without this funding, the school districts in New York that depend on Impact Aid would be left 

with budget shortfalls. Those shortfalls would have to be filled by the local taxpayer, or programs 

would have to be cut. While NYSSBA would support the provision of additional resources for 

military families and students, those additional resources should not be at the expense of their fellow 

students. 
 

For the reasons stated above, NYSSBA urges you to oppose this proposal. For additional 

information, please contact NYSSBA Governmental Relations at 518-783-0200. 



How the Money is Used

Medicaid in Schools

Do better in school Miss fewer school 
days due to illness 

or injury

More likely to finish 
high school, attend 

college, and graduate 
from college

Have fewer 
emergency room visits 

and hospitalizations
as adults

Medicaid Benefits Students in Many Ways15

Earn more as adults

New York Data

Overall Data

 • Medicaid covered 1,805,600 New Yorkers 0-18 years old in FY 2015.4

 • The total Medicaid expenditures for school based services was $273,563,018 in FY 2015.5

 • There are 252 approved & operating school-based health centers.5 

• 181,569 students are enrolled in a school-based health center.7 

• 450,048 school age children with disabilities received some form of special education 
programs and/or services.8

This can be carried out 
through programs like the 

Preschool/School Support-
ive Health Services Program 
(SSHSP) which provides 
Medicaid funds to cover 
the cost of services for 
disabled students with an 
Individualized Education 

Program (IEP).13 The SSHSP 
covers qualified students 
aged 3-21.14

Nationally, Medicaid covers nearly 37 million children.1

Medicaid has supported the provision of certain medical services in 
schools for nearly 30 years.2

Schools receive approximately $4 billion a year in Medicaid funding 
which they use to provide a range of services including: psychiatric, mobility 
and vision, speech-language pathology, and other needed services.3

September 2017 | www.scaany.org                                   Sources can be found at: http://bit.ly/2vzIy30

Covers cost of services 
students w/ disabilities & 
special education needs12

Creates resources for
families about 

Medicaid programs11

Provides free care by 
qualified clinician to 

students in need9

Helps pay for the 
cost of school-based 

health centers10 

www.scaany.org
http://bit.ly/2vZIy3o
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