
 

 

S.4778 (Hannon) / A.5717 (Brindisi) 
An act to amend the education law, in relation to aid for substantial enrollment growth and 

growth in enrollment of English language learner students 
 
 
 
The New York State School Boards Association strongly supports the above referenced legislation 
and urges its immediate enactment. 
 
If enacted, this bill would provide targeted additional state aid to school districts with meaningful 
growth in general student enrollment and also to districts with growth in English language learner 
(ELL) student populations. 
 
Many school districts have experienced recent and, in some cases, dramatic increases in enrollment. 
Much of this growth has occurred in the state’s high-need districts, particularly in small cities and 
other urban centers. Despite the state’s overall loss of population and, therefore, student enrollment, 
more than a third of the districts in the state have experienced some level of enrollment growth in 
recent years. This growth totaled more than 12,000 students in the 2015-16 school year alone. 
Approximately 4,600 of these students were unaccompanied minors, disproportionately clustered in 
suburban Long Island. Initial estimates for 2016-17 show more than 250 districts experiencing some 
level of enrollment growth over 2015-16, totaling nearly 20,000 additional students. More than 100 
of those districts are estimating enrollment growth greater than two percent in 2016-17. While a 
functioning Foundation Aid formula would normally adjust state aid to account for these additional 
students, the formula has not accurately done so since 2008-09. 
 
At the same time that districts have been experiencing overall enrollment growth, many of the same 
districts have been experiencing increases in enrollment of students who are English language 
learners. ELL students present districts with a challenging and varying set of educational needs. State 
support is critical as school districts strive to meet these needs. In addition, changes to Part 154 of 
the Commissioner’s regulations have increased requirements in reporting and delivery of ELL and 
bilingual education services at the building level. Based on school district reporting, there are more 
than 215,000 ELL students in the state in 2016-17 – a figure that has increased dramatically in recent 
years – and trends suggest the numbers will continue to grow. Until Foundation Aid is fully phased-
in, this state aid is needed to more effectively account for growth in students classified as English 
language learners. 
 
Combined, these two funding streams would play a critical role in supporting thousands of students 
across hundreds of school districts statewide. Therefore, NYSSBA strongly supports the above 
referenced legislation and urges its immediate enactment. For additional information, please contact 
NYSSBA Governmental Relations at 518-783-0200. 


