
 

 

S.6141-D (Golden) /A.8123-B (Gottfried) 

Prohibits public schools from denying admission to unvaccinated students if their parents submit a 

form stating such vaccinations are contrary to their genuine and sincere religious beliefs 

 

The New York State School Boards Association strongly opposes the above referenced legislation and urges 
your negative vote.  
 
This legislation seeks to allow children to attend school unvaccinated if their parent or guardian files a 
religious belief form. While NYSSBA respects the religious beliefs of the families who attend our schools, we 
have concerns about the broad nature of this exemption and the elimination of the ability of the school 
district to verify such belief.  
 
New York State law requires that students entering or attending public school must be immunized and 
submit proof of immunization. There are exceptions in which students may be admitted to school without 
proof of immunization. 
 
Public health law allows for children to attend school without a vaccination certificate if the parent or 
guardians hold genuine and sincere religious beliefs. Parents and guardians seeking this exemption must 
submit to their school district a written and signed statement declaring their objection and can request an in 
person meeting to provide further information on their beliefs.  
 
The school district may ask for additional supporting documentation and must give full consideration in its 
determination. If the school district denies a parental request they must provide a written explanation that 
articulates the specific reasons for denial. Current law allows for the decision of the district to be appealed to 
the Commissioner of Education within 30 days of the decision.  
 
Parents and guardians also have the ability to apply for a medical exemption if there is a health reason or 
condition for not immunizing a student as certified by a physician. The written exemption must be renewed 
annually  and  specify  the valid medical contraindication,  the  vaccine(s),  the length of the time the 
vaccine(s) are medically contraindicated, and must be signed by a physician licensed to practice in New York 
State.  
 
School boards have a vested interest in keeping our students and school communities healthy and safe. To do 
so, we work in partnership with the public health community on issues such as this. Given that there are 
thoughtful, appealable challenges for medical as well as religious reasons, absent a change in medical 
recommendations, we must oppose such a significant change in the standard for demonstration of a religious 
exemption.   
 

For these reasons NYSSBA strongly opposes the above referenced legislation. For additional information 
please contact NYSSBA Governmental Relations at 518-783-0200. 


