
 

 

 

 

June 10, 2022 

 

Senator Charles Schumer 

322 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Senator Schumer, 

 

We write to urge the extension of enhanced flexibility and funding for school lunch programs. Continuation of these 

enhancements is critical for many students and families across the state who rely on access to meal programs. 

 

Throughout the pandemic, school districts have continued to ensure students across the state have access to nutritious 

breakfasts, lunches, and sometimes even dinners. Meals have been served in classrooms, central pick-up locations, 

and even delivered to students’ front doors. School leaders recognize that first and foremost, students need proper 

nourishment in order to be productive learners.  

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) provided districts much flexibility to allow them to flexibly feed all 

students, in a wide range of settings. As a result of this flexibility and guaranteed federal funding, school districts have 

noted great success in feeding their students. However, these allowances are slated to expire after June 30, 2022. 

NYSSBA supports maintenance of these and other federal waivers that provide flexibility in meal delivery, provided 

districts face conditions out of their control that warrant such flexibilities.  

 

These flexibilities are more critical than ever during these challenging times. The combination of inflation and supply 

chain shortages has caused the price of nutritious meals to increase sharply. NYSSBA recommends an increase in 

meal reimbursements. Additionally, schools and districts that participate in the Community Eligibility Program 

currently receive reimbursement based on the percentage of students who directly certify for free or reduced-price 

lunch multiplied by a factor of 1.6. NYSSBA calls on Congress to increase the multiplier from 1.6 to 2.5.  

 

In addition, NYSSBA is supportive of the continuance of a free school meals program for all. Further, The American 

Rescue Plan Act expanded the Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) to include benefits during summer 2021. 

NYSSBA calls on Congress to establish a permanent summer EBT program to ensure needy children are able to 

access nutritious meals during summer months. 

 

Regards, 

 
Robert Schneider 

Executive Director 
 

Peggy Zugibe                                                                                            

President                                                                                                   


