
 

 

2018 Senate Budget Proposal 

 

State Aid 

The Senate proposal includes a $957 million increase in education funding. The majority of the 

additional aid would be provided through a $717 million increase in Foundation Aid. The proposal 

would also continue to fully-fund expense-based aids.  

Foundation Aid 

The Senate’s proposed $717 million increase in Foundation Aid would be distributed with a 

methodology that relies heavily on Combined Wealth Ratio (CWR) data, Free and Reduced Price 

Lunch (FRPL) data, enrollment figures and a district’s sparsity factor. The proposal guarantees that 

all districts would receive an increase over the Executive proposal. 

Expense-Based Aid Cap 

The Senate rejects the Executive proposal to cap BOCES aid, transportation aid and building aid at 

two percent annual growth. 

School Building Spending Approval 

The Senate proposes modifications to the Executive proposal to require certain school districts to 

submit building-level spending plans to the State Division of Budget and the State Education 

Department for approval, or risk losing state aid. The Senate’s proposal would only apply to the Big 

5 school districts. These districts would be required to report and publish building-level spending 

plans and demographic information, but such spending plans would not be subject to approval by 

any state agency or department. 

Community Schools 

The Senate accepts the Executive proposal to increase the Community Schools set-aside within 

Foundation Aid by $50 million, bringing the total amount to $200 million in 2018-19.  

School Safety 

The Senate put forth a number of school safety related proposals focused on the hardening of 

school access points, increased security measures and mental health services. These varied proposals 

would create numerous grant programs to support the hiring of SROs, mental health counselors and 

increasing physical security.   
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State Support for Non-Public Schools 

The Senate proposal includes the Education Affordability Tax Credit, which offers a 90% state tax 

credit to individuals making contributions in support of non-public school scholarships and other 

educational foundations. 

The Senate proposal also syncs state tax law with recent federal tax changes to allow savings for K-

12 non-public education expenses to qualify under 529 plans. 

Sexual Harassment 

The Senate rejects the Executive proposal to establish uniform sexual harassment and discrimination 

policies. 

Aid Forgiveness  

The Senate proposal includes a renewed period of building aid forgiveness, or amnesty, for capital 

projects that have aid threatened due to minor technical or clerical issues associated with the 

submission of final cost reports. The proposal would provide districts with the prorated portion of 

the remaining building aid owed on the project. 

The Senate proposal also includes a renewed period of transportation aid forgiveness for districts 

that may have aid threatened due to minor technical or clerical issues associated with the submission 

of transportation contract information. 

Prior Year Aid Claims 

The Senate proposal includes a plan that would apply state aid overpayments to the same school 

district’s owed funds on the prior year aid claims list. This would ensure that a district would not 

have state aid deducted due to overpayments if the district has outstanding prior year aid claims. 

Charter Schools 

The Senate proposes a number of new initiatives for charter schools, including removal of the 

charter school cap and the creation of a statewide state funded building aid program for charter 

schools. The Senate also accepted the Executive’s proposals to cap charter facilities reimbursement 

for New York City, increase the allowable charter facilities costs to be paid by New York City and 

increase state aid for charter schools in New York City. The Senate rejected the Executive proposal 

to end reimbursement for charter supplemental basic charter tuition in New York City. 

No Student Goes Hungry 

The Senate modified the Executive’s “lunch shaming” proposal to allow for more local flexibility in 

implementation and administration and allow school districts to continue to use a debt collector to 

reclaim unpaid meal charges. They also modified the “Breakfast After the Bell” program by adding 

language to allow school districts to receive building aid for capital improvement projects that may 

be necessary for implementation, not to exceed $5,000 per school.  
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Stop Arm Cameras 

The Senate modifies the Executive proposal to allow school districts to purchase school bus stop 

arm cameras and requires that the cameras be a reimbursable expense.  

Special Education 

The Senate rejects the Executive proposal to shift the summer special education program 

reimbursement from the current uniform 80% to each district’s individual public excess cost aid 

ratio. The shift would have resulted in a reduction of reimbursement levels for all but a few districts, 

and cost school districts statewide an estimated $70 million.  

The Senate proposal would also provide current year aid reimbursement for costs related to special 

education students who enroll in the district after October 1 of the school year.  

After-School Programs 

The Senate proposal would reduce the increase in grants for after-school programs from $10 to $2 

million that would be restricted for use to school districts on Long Island that are deemed “at risk” 

by various state and local agencies. 

English Language Learners 

The Senate proposal would provide school districts with flexibility around Part 154 regulations 

governing the provision of educational services to English language learners (ELL). Under this 

proposal, school districts that can demonstrate a “good faith effort” to hire dual-certified teachers 

but cannot find qualified candidates would be allowed to hire teachers with alternative certification 

or qualifications. Additionally, the Senate proposes $500,000 for an English Language Learner class 

size reduction pilot. Funds would be used in New York City and the Hudson Valley for initiatives to 

reduce ELL class sizes by encouraging more teachers to become dual-certified and providing 

teachers with training on teaching English language learners. 

Student Health and Mental Health Services 

The Senate accepts the Executive proposal to fund $250,000 in grants for school districts to expand 

mental health services.  

Division of Human Rights 

The Senate rejects the Executive’s proposal to expand the jurisdiction of the Division of Human 

Rights over students attending public school districts and BOCES.  

Special Act School Districts 

The Senate proposal would provide for a level of hold-harmless for special act school districts that 

have experienced significant enrollment loss between 2014-15 and 2017-18 due to intake closures or 

limits on new placements. The hold-harmless provision would protect such districts from any 

reduction in tuition revenue or tuition rate calculation for 2016-17 or 2017-18. 
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Pathways to Graduation 

The Senate proposal would increase the aidable limit on BOCES career and technical education 

teachers’ salaries from the current $30,000 level to $35,000. 

Charitable Contribution Funds 

The Senate rejects the Executive proposal to create both state and local charitable contribution 

funds. 

Minority and Women Owned Businesses 

The Senate rejects the Executive proposal to enhance and extend programs and contracts in relation 

to MWBE. 

STAR 

The Senate rejects the Executive proposal to cap the annual growth in STAR benefits for property 

taxpayers at 0%. The Senate’s proposal leaves the annual cap at its current 2%. 

Property Taxes on State Land 

The Senate rejects the Executive proposal to tie growth in property taxes paid on state land to the 

tax cap’s allowable growth factor. 

 

 

 


