
 

 

 

Standards & Curriculum 
 
The New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA) supports the Executive’s proposals for 
the creation of model resources and guidance that would serve as useful aids to school districts 
wishing to implement certain programs for which resources or information are lacking. 

The Executive budget includes the following proposals:   

 K-12 Computer Science Standards: A working group made up of educators, industry 
experts and institutions of higher education would convene and consult with teachers, 
school administrators and others in the field to establish model K-12 computer standards. 
The working group would submit its findings and recommendations to the State Education 
Department by March 1, 2019. 

 Healthy Relationships Program: Referred to as the “Be Aware, Be Informed” program, 
the Executive proposes that the State Education Department in consultation with the 
Department of Health develop age-appropriate K-12 curricula, lesson plans and instructional 
resources on healthy relationships that would be made publicly available online or provided 
at no cost to any school district upon request. Resources would be divided into two 
subgroups. For K-4, the healthy relationships curriculum would include topics on self-
esteem and self-worth, friendship, and empathy. For grades 5 through 12, curriculum would 
include teen dating violence, age-appropriate definitions of affirmative consent, and 
medically accurate information on sexual health. 

 Respect for Diversity Program: The Commissioner of Education in cooperation with the 
State Division of Human Rights would develop age-appropriate model curriculum, lesson 
plans and instructional resources on respecting diversity. Such resources would include 
respect for diversity of race, color, religion, weight, disability and gender. 

 
As the proposals are currently written, NYSSBA is supportive. The creation of model resources and 
guidance can serve as useful aids to schools wishing to implement certain programs for which 
resources or information are lacking. Respecting diversity, maintaining healthy relationships, and 
developing computer science skills are all important and relevant topics in schools today. 
 
It is important to note that these three Executive proposals relating to standards and curriculum do 
not impose any additional mandates on school districts.  
 
For additional information, please contact NYSSBA Governmental Relations at (518) 783-0200. 

 


