Dear
 *:

We are writing at this time to request that you support numerous changes to the Executive budget proposal including a dramatic increase in state aid to school districts. This year, the Governor proposed only a $748 million increase in traditional formula-based school aid, consisting of Foundation Aid and reimbursement for expense-based aids. These funding streams are the ones that school districts can depend on. Just $338 million of that total is an increase in Foundation Aid – just 1.9% increase over the 2018-19 school year. 
This amount is far below the $2.2 billion in new education funding our school districts need in 2019-20. School districts are experiencing rapid growth in student need – from English language learners (ELLs), to growing student poverty, to high cost special education students, and many districts who are also experiencing overall enrollment growth. We ask that the final budget dramatically increase the amount included in the Executive proposal, including a $1.4 billion boost in Foundation Aid with a dedicated plan to implement and update the formula. 
Despite the unmet need of our district, the Executive budget further reduces the amount of unrestricted operating aid available to districts, by including a proposal that would mandate how and where Foundation Aid is spent within some school districts. For every school deemed by the state to be both “significantly low funded” and “significantly high need,” within a district, a minimum of 10% of the district’s annual Foundation Aid increase would be required to be redirected to the identified buildings. This increase would have to be  over and above any anticipated increase dictated by increases in salary or benefits. In addition, the Executive proposes further reducing the amount of Foundation Aid available by restricting an additional $50 million, limiting its use in designated districts for community schools. 
The Executive budget also includes a harmful plan to consolidate and eliminate more than ten reimbursement aids – including transportation aid and BOCES aid – and other funding categories, beginning in 2020-21. After the consolidation, growth of the new “Services Aid” category would no longer be tied to actual expenditures, but instead be capped annually, based on district enrollment and inflation.

If adopted, this proposal would penalize districts for even minuscule declines in student enrollment. For districts with declining enrolments, this new aid category could be frozen for years, even as basic educational costs continue to increase. 
The Executive proposal offers these limited overall increases, while at the same time failing to address critical issues, such as funding for school safety, increasing numbers of ELL students, increased special education, adjustments to the tax cap, adjustments to the BOCES DS salary cap and more. The Executive does propose $1.5 million in funding state wide to provide mental health services in school districts, but this amount is far from adequate. 
We ask you to support our districts and the students we serve each day by significantly increasing the level of school aid included in the Executive budget, boosting Foundation Aid and committing to update and fund the formula. We further ask you to reject the Executive’s restrictions on the use of Foundation aid and proposed elimination of reimbursements aids. Finally we ask that you address the many needs unaddressed in the Executive proposal. 
Thank you for your commitment and dedication in support of public education and our students. We look forward to working with you during the state budget process and throughout the year.

Sincerely, 

Cc: 
Julie M. Marlette

�If you need help identifying your district representative, please contact NYSSBA Governmental Relations





